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DEDICATION

The admonition of Scriptureisthat men ought to "study to show thyself approved unto
God, aworkman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth." (2
Tim 2:15). It is my fervent hope that my son, Dan, and his wife, Karen, aswell as my son,
Doug, and his wife, Ann, may continue to pursue this noble cause to the honor and glory
of our Lord Jesus Chrid.



FOREWORD

By Edward J. Michelic

One of the primary aress of interes among a large segment of believers in Jesus Christ
today concerns what has been described as "the rapture of the Church." Thismessageis
being heralded by a number of evangelica Bible teachers as the ultimate hope of
mankind. We are being told that the ideaof a secret "rapture” has now become the most
Important message of the Bible. If, as these thousands of men dlege tha the rapture is
now imminent, it would behoove every believer to think and act as though Chridt's
coming could occur a any momertt.

Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins, in their book, Tribulation Force, described the
scene on earth in their Prologue (p. vii) asfollows:

“In one catadysmic ingant, millions of people all over the world disappeared. They
smply vanished, leaving behind everything material... Millions vanished, but millions
more remained—adults but no children, and only a few young teens. All babies,
including the unborn, disappeared— some during birth. Worldwide chaos ensued.
Planes, trains, buses and cars crashed, ships sank, homes burned, grieving survivors
committed suicide. A trangportation and communications gridlock, coupled with the
disappearance of many service personnd, left mogt to fend for themsdves until some
semblance of order returned.”

Dramatic, even gripping, isnt it? Thousands who have reaed this passage believe tha
God will do these things because the Bible predictsthem. But is it true? Is that redly whet
the Bible predicts? The answer in this booklet is, "NO!" That unscriptura disaster will be
replaced with a scenario of joy and God's marvelous blessing.

The scenario aforementioned is being widdly promoted as the "rapture of the Church.”
That is, the Church, the "true believers' in Chrigt, will be secretly taken off the earth to
meet the Lord before the tribulaion, to escgpe a prophesied worldwide display of God's
wrath. The Church ingists that God's wrath is the just and necessary punishment for
worldwide evils, as folows

* World conditions are deteriorating; societies have become mordly agpathetic and
violent.

* The Church is under attack worldwide.
* |gad isthreatened with extinction.

As world conditions have become worse, the "rapture of the Church" is being
proclaimed "imminent"; it could happen any hour, any day now. Books on thistheme
have multiplied and unfortunately have become read widdly.



Granted, sincere Chrigians are not mistaken about world conditions— they have
become worse, worldwide violence is occurring now asis prophesied in 2 Timothy 3:1-
13. The opportunity for God to act is evident and conditions do not have to get any
worse before He does. But He does NOT have to intervene in the way described in these
popular bookd hi fact, many Bible scholars have written against it; their objectionswill be
included.

Some gncere Chrigians bdieve they have found the solution in Scripture. 1
Thessaonians 4:16-17 describes persons being "caught up... in the air.” Thisis a key
passage for the doctrine of the "rapture of the Church." This doctrine will be shown asa
misconception of the Scriptures from which it is drawn. The "rapture" passages in the
Bible are not for the time nor for the escgpe that is advocated by its promoters. Insteed,
that passage will be shown its rightful placein atime and context of blessng.

Among the reasons that the doctrine of the rgpture has gained such popuaity are
conflicting views of what God has been doing over the two millennia since the last Bible
books were written. God'slong work of grace hasnot been fully understood for what it is,
and how it leads into His next move. God WILL intervene, but not in wrath. When He
does, He will restrain evil and shower blessings of hedth and wisdom according to the
words of Chrig and His prophets. His actions will be shown as loving and merciful,
gopropriate for the One who isthe Savior of the world (1 John 4:14). 1t will be the time of
resurrections, and the training of men in righteousness (Isaiah 26:8-9). In due time, God
will test men to see what they have learned. 1t will be shown further that these acts of God
have amarveous sequd, in which God makes His dwdling place with man.

The author's purpose in this booklet is to present the rdevant facts and implore readers
to congder them carefully and thoughtfully. | seek to bring them to remember the God
who, as the prophet Jonah learned, is the "God of Mercy" before He is the "God of
Wrath."



THE IMMINENCY OF THE RAPTURE.

FACT OR FICTION?
By JoHNC.RBBENS
INTRODUCTION

Some 55 years ago | made a serious commitment to the sudy of God'sWord. As| look
back on these past years, | can say that God has truly enriched my life with spiritua
things. The book of Proverbs dedares, "Buy the truth and sdll it not; aso wisdom and
ingtruction” (Prov. 23:23). The psamig David wrote, "They that go down to the seain
ships, that do business in grest waters, these ddl see the works of the Lord, and His
wonders in the deep” (Psa. 107:23-24). In the course of the years of my life | have
redlized that God has richly rewarded me in obtaining a knowledge of His truth. My
present understanding of the prophetic Word has given me anew perspective on the things
God has planned for the future of mankind. | consder these truths to be my most-prized

possession.

During my lifetime | have been angularly blessed by the teaching ministry of the late Otis
Q. SHlers 1901-1992). We fird met in 1934 in Chicago, lllinois. Owing to his
commitment to the truth of God, while still in his youth, though an ordained minider, he
was disfdlowshipped from the company of his peers. This semmed from his position on
certain church practices, supposedly based on Biblicd eements, deding with the
doctrineof baptism and the so-cdled Lord's Supper. When faced with the Biblicd facts he
valued the truth of God above the doctrines of men. Within the past decade | have had
the distinct privilege of preparing a number of Biblica studies dealing with matters of
eschatology and the nature and destiny of man. | can honestly say that my commitment
to the study of God's Word during these past years has been rewarded with enormous
gpiritud blessings. The welcome reception to these things | have written have been a
source of encouragement to me. | now share acommon bond with anumber of men, which
Is our mutud faith in Jesus Chrid. About a year ago | wrote a study titled The Nations
Truding In Chrigt. This study was predicated on my belief that world conditions cry out
for divine intervention. A recent article gppearing in amagazine, published by the United
Church of God, stated, "Bible prophecy indicates that as the age of man drawsto close,
political and military leaders will unleash violence and destruction on an unimaginable
scale. Hundreds of millions will lose their lives." This scenario fails to recognize that
Jesus Chrigt is "the Savior of theworld" (John 4:42).

In addition to that effort, | have chosen to write a study dealing with arather volatile
subject caled "theimminency of therapture.” My primary reason for preparing this udy



Is based on my bdief tha mankind is gradually approaching an end to God's long
display of grace. Asworld affairs become more hodtile and this long Day of Man draws
to a dosg, it becomes imperdive that men gppreciate that blessed hope of which the
Apodle Paul spoke in Titus 2:13. Furthermore, | believe that the subject of the "rapture’
has been promoted by a number of Sncere men as a panacea to these deteriorating world
conditions. Men dlege that the rapture is now imminent and that it congtitutes the fina
hope for men living today. Another reason for writing this work is to point men to the
redity of the manifest Kingdom of God. Whether or not men agree or disagree with my
findings is not of criticd importance. What matters mogt is the willingness of men to
condder thefacts of Scripture that are rdevant to thisissue

In the course of preparing this study, | have made a diligent effort to familiarize
mysdf with the writings of a diverse company of men cdlaming their support for the
rapture issue. This booklet includes a bibliography exhibiting the words of many
different authors. The overdl consensus of these authors favor what they describe as
"the pre-tribulationa rapture of the Church." My persona study of this subject
indicates that the earliest records of this subject dedling with the rapture dates back to the
year 1830. That was the year in which a fifteen-year-old Scottish lasse named Margaret
Macdondd clamed to have received a direct revdation from God. This subject is
explained in gregter detail in Chapter 2 of this booklet.

The subject of "the imminence of the rapture’ has become afocd point in the writing of
mogt of the authors aforementioned. Some of the concepts discussed in this work are
based on my understanding of certain Greek words found in the New Testament.
Although some of these words may have a strange sound, their meanings are not
difficult to understand. For example, the meaning of the Greek word parousa Smply
means "the personal presence of one because of who he is and what he is capable of
doing." When we spesk of the parousiaof Jesus Chrit, we are speeking of One who will
demonstrate His capability to ded with the affairs of the nations. When we spegk of
the sacond coming of Chrigt, we are referring to both His physical return to rule onearth
and to His parousia. For the benefit of the beginning Bible student, | suggest the use
of a dmple Greek concordance.

One tha is readily avaladle is titled, A Critica Lexicon And Concordance To The
English And Greek New Testament, by Dr. E.W. Bullinger. A source for thisbook can
be found at Truth For Today Bible Felowship, P.O. Box 6358, Lafayette, IN 47903. A
lexicon is Smply no more than a dictionary ligting each of the Greek words found in the
New Testament. The reader of this Sudy is drongly encouraged to open his Bible to
verify the use of the passages of Scripture that are used to support the postion of the
author.



| make no clam to being a Bible scholar as defined by organized religious inditutions,
but | do clam to being a diligent sudent of the Word of God and fully responsve to
Paul's admonition, " Study to show thysdf gpproved unto God, aworkman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Tim. 215). | do believe that | have
meade an honest and objective consideration of the subject of the rapture. | pray that this
study will bring honor to the Lord Jesus Christ and serve in some way to advance the
knowledge of His Word among the believers of this world.

THE RAPTURE |ISSUE

The doctrine of the "imminency of the rapture” constitutes a masterpiece of
satanic deception. As world conditions continue to deteriorate, the current wave of
interest in the doctrine of the imminency of the rapture is accelerating. Many
sincere Bible students believe that as the result of the world being inundated by
wars, natural disasters, panic and fear, the sudden removal of the believers in
Christ from earth to heaven will resolve this, at least for a favored few. If the
rapture were to occur at any moment, how does one explain the mass confusion
that would result in the earth? Is this concept of the rapture consistent with the
character of aloving and merciful God?

In his book titled, The Road To Armageddon, Dr. John Walvoord quotes Dr.
Harold Wilmington, who said, "According to the Bible there is coming a calamity
unlike any which this weary world has ever seen. The estimated toll of life lost
ranges from 750 million to one billion. An additional 340 million would be
serioudly injured and 33 percent of those would be incapacitated because of
nuclear radiation, and chemical or biologica warfare." This is typical of the
twisted ideas that are now being proclaimed by men maintaining to be teachers of
God's word. They seem to be totally oblivious to the fact that the Bible heralds the
fact that "this (Jesus) is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world" (John 4:42).
What men have failed to comprehend is that the greatest event in the history of
God's dealings with mankind is the manifest Kingdom of God, and that, furthermore,
this stupendous event must precede the parouda of Jesus Christ. Present world conditions
do not set a precedent favoring the so-cdled rapture of the Church.

If ever there was a time in the hisory of mankind when God needed to act openly, |
believe that now isthat time. Nationstoday arein great turmail, didress and anxiety, and
face an uncertain future. Thinking men everywhere recognize the seriousness d these
globd conditions. In a desperate atempt to circumvent the redity of these times, many
presumed Bible scholars have promoted the fase doctrine of the rgpture of the church.
Many hold that the end of the world may soon become aredlity. This escapist doctrine



has been herdded in the writings of Dr. John Wavoord, Wayne Brindle, John
MacArthur and Hal Lindsey to name afew. They have literdly ransacked the Scripturesin
defense of this grosdy mideading doctrine. Never before in the course of history have
men become more despondent because of decadent social and politica affairs. We are
now witnessing a theologica metdown. The Bible has become irrdlevant in their lives,
the inerrancy of God's word has been, and continues to be ridiculed. Rather than
focusing men's lives and minds upon the fact of the coming divine intervention, they
have fdlen prey to catan Bible teachers and evangdists who boldly procam the fdse
hope of the imminency of the rapture.

The Apostle Paul in writing his epistle to the Ephesans warns us that Satan is "the
prince (ruler) of the power of the ar (environment), the spirit that now worketh
(energizes) the children (sons) of disobedience’ (Eph. 2:2). The tragedy of this present
time is that millions of innocent people are baing mided by thisillusory "doctrine of the
imminency” of the rgpture of the Church. Now is the time when men's lives should be
directed to the promise of divine intervention of aloving God for the hope of thelr future,
We are currently exposed to a number of books and statements made by presumed
Bible scholars intended to drike fear in the hearts of men. Highly charged emotiona
rhetoric is used by these men whose main purpose is for sdling ther books and getting
recognition from men.

Make no mistake that the nations upon the earth are in great turmail. In the May 2001
issue of Atlantic Monthly, Jeffrey Taylor cites the gradua disintegration of Russias
1,000-year higtory, which is destined to shrink demographicaly, weeken economicaly,
and possibly disntegrate territorialy. This great nation, that at one time was proclaimed
by men like HA Lindsay as the "Gog" of Scripture, has now become a nation lacking
political, technica, and financid superiority. Economic devadtation has resulted in 36
million of the populaion of 52 million living bdow the subggence levd set at a dollar a
day. Russia has become a dying economy that threatens the stability and future of the
country.

Economic distress and doctrinaire intransigence brought about the fall of the Soviet
Union and may bring about the fdl of Russa In view of the ailing economy, Russas
gross nationa product (GNP) today amounts to just four percent of the United States
GNP. The Russans are likdy to face a long dow, rdaively pesceful decline into
obscurity, aprocess that iswel underway. Hal Lindsey, in hisbook The Rapture, wrote
in 1985, "The Soviet Union, dready the mightiest military power in history, continues to
move in dl pats of the globe and wear down the will of the free world to ress.”
Current conditions in Russa completely contradict these dlegations. Even more
ludicrous are the assertions made by Tim LaHaye and Jary B. Jenkinsin ther book, Are



We Living In The End Times?, written in 1999: “ The Hebrew prophet Ezekid was given a
Oetalled prophecy twenty-five-hundred years ago, foretdling that Russa would become a
dominant player on the world scene in the lagt days (Ezek. 38,39). He even predicted that
her dlies would march with her againg the mountains of Isradl. Their objectivewould be
to finish what Adolph Hitler had been unable to accomplish, which was the destruction of
the Jews from the face of the earth. Ezekid predicted that God would supernaurdly
dedtroy the attacking amies of Russa in order to show His omnipotent power to the world
and to demondtrate that He has unfinished plansfor the nation of Isradl.”

Obvioudy, this scenario has not yet happened nor will this ill-informed event come to
pass, as these fdse prognodicators would like to have men bdieve. God has indeed
planned for the restoration and recondtitution of the nation of Isradl. To suggest that the
destruction of the nation of Igradl is next on God's agenda is a satanic lie. The prophet
Ezekid makes plain that "by amighty hand, and with a sretched out arm, and with fury
poured out, thet | will rule over you (Isradl)" (Ezek. 20:33-38). No nation on the earth, no
principaity nor power in the heavens is cgpable of subverting this plan and purpose of
God.

What these ‘pre-tribulaiondists’ have conveniently ignored is that this avesome
work of God will, by divine decree, precede the parousia of Chrigt (The Day of the Lord).
The glaring mistake on the part of these rapturigsisthelr failure to recognize that before
the event spoken of by Paul in 1 Thessaonians 4:13-17, God will intervene in the
affairs of mankind and etablish His kingdom in the earth If the inauguraion of that
event were to occur today, it would be at least 500 years before the predicted event of the
so-caled rapture could take place. This fact done should dispe the false notion of the
imminency of the rapture. John F. MacArthur, writing in his essay "Is Chrig's Return
Imminent?' dates, "There are no other events that must occur on the prophetic calendar
before Christ comes to meet us in the ar." Obvioudy, this brother has overlooked the
Scriptures that clearly spesk of many events which by definition must precede the
second coming of Chrig. At the same time what mog of these men have faled to
comprehend is that the literd fulfillment of these myriad number of blessngs will nullify
al of the anxiety that currently fills the hearts and minds of men everywhere, whether
believers or non-bdievers. These presumed scholars who have indited fear and panic in
the hearts of some men ought to be ashamed. Thistota transformation of life upon earth
due to the manifest Kingdom of God far transcends the dleged hope associated with the
so-caled rgpture of the Church. The glorious future of mankind that can be attributed to
divine intervention defies description.

These views are ones of being a futuris premillennia believer in Jesus Chris. They
differ subgtantidly from those expressed by the overwhdming number of repturids. If




men could only comprehend the message of Matthew 13:44, those men would eagerly
distance themsalves from the false hope of the rapture. The "blessed hope," which the
gpodtle Paul addresses in Titus 2:13, is completely foreign to the ethered, non-Scripturd,
escapist hope of theragpture. In Mathew 13:44 Jesus explained, Again, the Kingdom of heaven
is like unto treasure hid in afield; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for the joy thereof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth the fidld. We are living in a society driven by the desire of
achieving great persond and financia success. Climbing the corporate ladder to success
has taken precedence over achieving a fulfilling life of fath in Jesus Chrigt. In socid
circles being recognized as a successful business tycoon or a highly proclaimed politica
leader is of greater importance than being a faithful servant of God or a believer in the
Lord Jesus Chrid.

The spiritud benefits that will accrue to a man living in the Kingdom of God will
exceed the capacity of our imagination. Divine government will create an entirely new
sense of well being. If these present-day rapturists could begin to underdand theintringc
vaue of the Kingdom of God, they would willingly abandon this fase hope of the

rgpture.

In order to place this doctrine of the rapturist into proper perspective, | have drafted a
series of questions designed to dicit asairit-filled regoonse;

1. What explicit Scripturd authority exigts for the so-caled doctrine of the rapture of
the church?

2. Does Scripture support the concept of Christ coming for His saints, and seven
years |laer coming with His saints?

3. When in the course of secular history will the so-called rapture of the church
occur?

4. Onwhat Biblica basis are we exhorted to believe that the rapture isimminent?

5. What will be the fate of millions of men left behind who are not rgptured?

6. How does the doctrine of the rapture relate to the timing of the Great
Tribulation?



7. How does the rapture relate prophetically to the parousia of Jesus Chrig?
8. Jn what manner does the rapture relate to the destiny of the earth?

9. Which prophetic events by definition precede the rapture?

10. What is the rdlationship between the rapture of the Saints and the ekklesia of God?
11. How doesthe rgpture issue relate to a man's sdvation?

12. How does the fulfillment of the Davidic covenant relate to the timing of the
rapture?

13. How does the consummation of the Eon relate to the doctrine of the rapture?

14. How does one explain the mass hyseria that would result in the earth if the
rgpture were to occur now?

15. Isthe dleged rapture of the church the red hope of mankind?

HISTORICAL BAPTISM

The roots of historica rapturism can be traced back to the year 1830 AD, whenal5 -
year-0ld Soattish lasse named Margaret Macdonad daimed to have had a revelation from
God that a sdlect group of believers would be raptured from the earth before the days of
the anti-Christ. Miss Macdondd was born on January 14, 1815, in the city of Port
Glasgow, Scotland. She had twin brothers, James and George, who were born on
December 11, 1800, at Sdtcoats, on the western coast of Scotland. Early in hislife James
recaived Chrig as his Savior, and afew weeks later George Smilarly opened his heart to the
Lord and became a new credtion in Chris. Margaret's older ssters, Mary and Jane,
followed in their brother's footsteps and became believers on February 9, 1835. The
Glasgow Herad reported the death of James Mac Donald, aship builder, at 34 years of



age. Shortly after this George's degth notice showed he died on September 21, 1835. Both
brothers exhibited symptoms of what ther doctor described as "incipient pulmonary
diseas=" Not long after, their Sster Margaret died.

Secular history records the fact that the pretribulation rapture's birthplace is Port
Glasgow, Scotland, and thet its birth date is the year 1830 AD. It isof interest to note that
Margaret was a contemporary of John Nelson Darby, who was born on November
18,1800, in London, England, and died on April 29, 1882, at 81 years of age. It wasin
the spring of 1830 that Magaet, a 15-year-old invdid, camed to have recaeived a
reveation from God concerning the pretribulation rgpture. The record of thisunique revda
tion was published in 1846 in Robert Norton's book titled Memoirs Of James And
George Macdondd Of Port Glasgow, Scotland. The actud record of this revelation was
published again in another book by Robert Norton titled The Restoration Of Apodles
And Prophetsin The Catholic Apogtolic Church.

The line by line account of this revelation numbers 117. It appeared in a book
written by Dave MacPherson titled The Great Rapture Hoax in September of 1983
as "Appendix A." A copy of this line by line account is included in this booklet.
Norton reported that Margaret "had become increasingly an invalid and was
thought to be dying; when all at once she received the gift of prophecy. It wason a
certain morning in early 1830, while confined to a sick bed in her home in Port
Glasgow that Margaret had a most remarkable experience.”

Upon making my own personal examination of this so-called revelation, |
discovered that many of Margaret's alegations about her experience did not accord
with the facts of Scripture. What Margaret did was to weave a number of her ideas
into her concept of the nature of the so-called pretribulation rapture.

Allow me to cite a few examples. Speaking of "the sign of the Son of Man"
(Matt. 24:30), she stated, "l felt this needed to be reveded, and that there was great
darkness and error about it, but suddenly what it was burst upon me with a glorious
light. | saw it was just the Lord himself descending from heaven with a shout, just
the glorified man, even Jesus; but that all must, as Stephen was, be filled with the
Holy Ghogt, that they might look up, and see the brightness of the Father's glory"
(lines 10-15).

When the observation is made of her alusion to Acts 7:59-60, it is apparent that
in her confused state of mind, she could not differentiate between events that relate
to the parousia of Christ and the record of the stoning of Stephen. | find it
Impossible to accept the notion that this experience was a result of having received
arevelation from God. It appears to me to be an emotional event bordering on pure
fantasy. Margaret went on to say, " Tis Christ in us that will lift us up—he is the
light—'tis only those that are aive in him that will be caught up to meet him in the
ar." This statement appears to be a velled reference to 1 Thessalonians 4:17. She



then added, "I repeated frequently, but the spiritual temple must and shall be reared
and the fullness of Christ be poured into his body, and then shall we be caught up
to meet him" (lines 31-33, 37-39). This was Margaret Macdonald's concept of the
rapture she claimed was reveaed to her. She also gpoke of this experience as "the
glorious inbreaking of God which is now about to burst on this earth” (line 42).
She seemed to have a glimmer of truth in regard to divine intervention. What
prompted this experience is unknown.

Miss Macdonad's preoccupation with the rapture is dso made plain in her wordswhich
say, "This is what we are present made to pray much for, that speedily we may dl be
made ready to meet our Lord in the ar—and it will bé' (lines 113-115). Severd things
gtand out in her so-cdled reveation. Frd, she beieved the rgpture was imminent. Second
she bdieved that she was sngularly privileged, having received this vison from God.
Third, she obvioudy had no concept of God's plan for a future company of believers,
some of whom would remain dive unto His coming, and those who would voluntarily lay
down their livesin protest to the satanic demands of the beest (Rev. 13:11-17).

This frail young girl had an enormous gpped to men and women dike living in the
ealy days of digpensdiondism in the 1800s People in her day had begun to progress
beyond the first steps of the reformation and were open to new ideas from Scripture
damogt to the point of fanaticism. Dave MacPharson wrote, "Her revddion was a
smorgasbord of unheard-of idess” | am inclined to agree with hisanalysis of her writings.
| completely discount any "spirit-filled revelaion” emanating from the datements made
by Magaret Macdondd. The primary vaue of her "reveaion” lies in her two-stage
coming of Chrig.

It is of higoricd interest to note that when John Daby of the Plymouth Brethren
movement heard about the unusua goings-on in Scotland (circa mid-1830), he decided
to investigate for himsdlf. Darby in hisbook titled The Irrationdism Of Infiddity (1863)
wrote that he "came to see what was the red truth of the case” He had presarved an
underdandably specid interest in the young and unassuming Scottish lasse from whom
he had borrowed a key ingredient for his dispensationa system of prophetic interpretation.
It wastrue; Margaret had seen aseries of raptures, but we must remember that thefirst of
her visons was indeed a pretribulationd rgpture which would remove some of the
believers from the earth before the anti-Christ was to be reveadled. From his later
writings, it seems certain that Darby borrowed from her, modified her views and then
popularized them under his own name without giving her credit. MacPherson, writing in
his book The Incredible Cover-up, sad, “To charge that Darby could never have been
influenced by Margaret's pre- anti-Chrigt's rgpture, with the knowledge of her revelation and
his wheregbouts in 1830 are now in the open.” MacPherson's exhausting research and



discovery of the facts attendant tothisissue clearly dispd theideathat the pretribulation
rapture originated with John Nelson Darby.

In hisbook, The Great Rapture Hoax, MacPherson made the following statement, "' Over
the years I've been asked to furnish evidence that the historic view of the Church has not
been pretribulationa rapturism.” He then proceeded to furnish the names and gppropriate
commentary from the writings of 109 different men dating back to Barnabas. MacPherson
citesa comment from Nathanid West (1826-1906), “[ The pretribulationd rapture] is built
on a postulate, vicious in logic, violent in exeged's, contrary to experience, repudiated
by the early church, contradicted by the tesimony of 1800 years, and condemned by dl
the dandard scholars of every age (the Apostle Paul and the 'any moment' theory)."
Other commentsinclude the falowing:

1. Robert Cameron (1845-1922) stated, "The coming for, and coming with the saints,
dill perads, dthough it involves a manifest contradiction, viz, two second comingswhichis
an abaurdity (Soripturd Truth About The Lord's Return, p. 16)."

2. T.T. Shields (1873-1955) reports, "I do not believe there is any Scriptura
warrant for the teaching that the Church may suddenly, secretly be raptured and taken
out of theworld ... | beieveit isaddusion (The Gospe Witness, March 24, 1974)."

3. Louis Berkhof (1873-1957) relates, "... the great mgjority of dispensationalists
themsealves rgject the doctrine of the secret rapture (The Second Coming Of Chrigt, p.
41)."

4. Oswvad T. Allis (1880-1973) sad, "' The any-moment doctrine of the coming owes its
popularity to a dedre to escape the evils which are to come upon al the earth (Prophecy
And The Church, p. 208)."

5. Oswdd J. Smith declared, "1 am absolutdy convinced that there will be no repture
before the tribulation, but that the church undoubtedly will be called upon to face the
anti-Christ (Tribuation Or Rapture—Which?)."

6. Jm McKeever says, "Nowhere do the Scriptures say that the rapture will precede
the tribulation”



The essence of these comments, provided by MacPherson in his book, is that this
event commonly known as "the pretribulation rapture” isin direct conflict with the
opinions of post-tribulational advocates, including this writer. These individuals
believe that the occasion of this event will occur after the tribulation, and not prior
to Danidl's seventieth week. This may not seem to be of great importance except
for the fact that this fundamenta error now promulgated by Dr. John Walvoord,
who is acknowledged by some students to be the greatest pretribulational authority
in the world, has no valid support in Scripture. These referenced comments
aforementioned provide overwhelming evidence that the presumed concept of the
pretribulational rapture is completely void of merit and cannot be credentialed by
the Word of God. While the concept finds support from Dr. Roy B. Zuck, editor of
Bibliotheca Sacra, and his peers at the Dallas Theological Seminary, the rapture
remains an unscriptural term and difficult even for them to explain. Protagonist Dr.
Thomas Ice, author of an essay titled, "Why The Doctrine Of The Pretribulational
Rapture Did Not Begin With Margaret Macdonald," has severely castigated
MacPherson's book, The Great Rapture Hoax. Dr. Ice declares that MacPherson is
dedicated to disrupting belief in the pretribulational rapture, since, according to his
interpretation, it has been the cause for great disruption in his own life. Dr. Ice
made this statement to discredit the work of MacPherson, because of his
"expulsion from a Christian college in California for propagating his views that
corflicted with the pretribulational view." Being ostracized from a "Christian
college," in my view, because of a doctrina conflict does not invalidate a man's
position or the integrity of the Word of God.

By proclaiming a pretribulational rapture, Walvoord and his peer group have
ingeniously moved this event forward in time by at least seven years with respect
to the parousia of Jesus Christ. This has been done for a twofold reason. One isto
circumvent the fact that all men living a that time will experience the great
tribulation. Second, by favoring a pretribulational rapture they have
serendipitously evaded their concept of atribulation characterized by God pouring
out His pent-up wrath on al humanity. What these pretribulational rapturists have
done is to assume that the time of the tribulation will be an occasion of God
pouring out His wrath, therefore necessitating the early rapture of the church. This
event, they say, will occur at the onset of Danidl's seventieth week. They further
alege that the whole of the seventieth week (a sevenyear period of time) will be
characterized by great ferocity, suffering, and loss of life. Nothing could be further
from the truth.

What these rapturists have doneisto depict a God harboring repressed anger, waiting to
grike humanity with geat wrath. This fdse characterizaion of the rapture has distracted
the lives of many thousands of believers from becoming aware of the fact that God's next



moveisto bring inaperiod of divine government, initiating an incredible time of physca

and soiritua blessings. The ultimate solution to the needs of mankind is the manifest

Kingdom of God, not the rapture. Higtorica rgpturism has completely failed to comprehend
the importance, vaue and the necessity of the Kingdom of God. God is not about to
jeopardize the future of mankind by the badly-flawved doctrine of the rapture of the
Church. Also, Scripture mekes it abundantly clear that Jesus Chrigt is the Savior of the
world (John 4:42, 1 John 4:14).

One writer recently wrote a book in which he dams that, "the teaching of the
pretribulationa rapture has been a source of blessings for generdtions” | find no
evidence of this blessing in the earth today. | attribute the sense of wdl being in the lives
of men today to the dl-pervading influence of the grace of God, not the hope of the rapture.
This same writer then dams that "there are no intervening events that must come to
pass before the rapture of the Church." It could take place"at any moment." | say to dll
men who cherish this hope that unfortunately Satan has deceived you and scored agreat
victory. Aswe have pointed out previoudy, the Scriptures declare that certain important
events must precede the second coming of Chrid.

| firdt learned of this hope in 1937 as a Sxtean-year-old boy. Since that time millions of
people have lived and died, having never experienced this fase hope. It is once agan
being promulgated by a number of zedlous but uninformed men, many of whom dam to
be world-class scholars. Men's eyes have effectively been blinded by this myth for which
Satan deserves credit. In 1999 authors Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins produced abook
titted, Are We Living In End Times? In this sensationd book they wrote, " One of the most
compdlling prophetic events is caled ‘the rapture of the Church." They point their
readers to 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 as proof that "the rapture of the Church' istaught
in this passage. Indeed, in this passage the phrase "caught up together” isatrandation of
the Greek word harpazo. Thisword has been used to support theidea of arapture, or as
some prefer to name it, "a being caught up." What these authors have done is to equate
this miraculous event surrounding Chrigt's parousawith the "blessed hope," aterm Paull
usesin Titus 2:13. That arapture (harpazo, a Greek word meaning to forcibly saize upon
or to teke to onesdf with force) will occur, as Paul makes clear in verse 17, cannot be
denied. What these men have failed to recognize is that this event of which Paul spoke
in 1 Thessalonians and the "blessed hope" in Titus are separated in time by some
490 years. Furthermore, it is important to observe that the reference in Titus 2:13
anticipates the expectation of the coming Kingdom of God, announced by the
epiphaneia or the blazing forth of Christ to begin a time of divine government. In
bold contrast the scenario of eventsin 1 Thessalonians 4:13 -19 concerns a set of
conditions early in the Day of the Lord at His parousia. They have absolutely no
bearing on the lives of men living today.




What the rapturists depict as the time of the rapture occurs at the commencement
of Daniel's seventieth week. They believe this to be an event called "Christ coming
for his Church." They hold that seven years later, or a Christ's parousia (His
glorious appearing), He will allegedly come "with His Church.” This novel ideais
mere wishful thinking and one of sheer speculation. The pathetic aspect of the
doctrine of "the pretribulation rapture of the Church” is that millions of innocent
men and women are being led to believe that the event isimminent.

This doctrine of the rapture is also taught in an essay by John F. MacArthur, J.
under thetitle, "Is Chrigt's Return Imminent?' It is of interest to note that within the past
sevad years a number of books have been written by these implied Bible scholars to
decribe what they dlege to be a scenario of events in secular society, which will be the
direct result of the sudden rapture of the church. As a result of these ludicrous scenarios
which fill myriad pages of these books, these spiritualy impoverished men are now
enjoying greet financid success at the expense of men who are not properly taught the
Word of God. The proliferation of these books and thar tape recorded messages have
decaved vast numbers of men. As mentioned before, Satan has again scored a great
victory.

The promise of divineintervention by Christ will ultimately prevail. We are reminded
of the words of the Aposdtle Paul, Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these
adso resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.... for their folly shall be manifest
unto al men, astheirsaso was (2 Timothy 3:8-9). God will yet stop the mouth of those who
ganfully teach error, as Scripture says, "But God will shoot at them with an arrow (of
truth); suddenly shall they be wounded" (Psalm 64:7). May we dl cortinue to say
"Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth asit isin heaven."

THE DOCTRINE OF IMMINENCY

Among that company of men daiming expertise in Biblicd interpretation are those who
believe that the Sgns spoken of by our Lord in Matthew 24 point to theimminency of the
rapture. During the course of the public ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ, He was
approached by "certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees, answered, saying, Magter, we
would see a dgn from Thee" Jesus responded by saying, "An evil and adulterous
genaration seeketh after a Sgn; and there shdl no Sgn be given to it, but the Sgn of the
prophet Jonas' (Matt. 12:38-39).



If the book of Jonah be carefully read, it will bring the conviction that God hed
determined that in Spite of the great wickedness present in the city of Nineveh, He would
preserve the lives of those men living there. Upon hearing the message of Jonah these
wicked men " turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that He had sad
that He would do unto them; and He did it not" (Jonah 3:10).

Robert Jewett, in his book, Jesus Against The Rapture, wrote, "The dgn of Jonah is
evidence of God'swill thet thewicked of the world may be spared from the burning some
people are sure it deserves." Among that company of certain popularly-accepted Bible
scholars are those men who clam that "in three and a-hdf years leading up to the
second coming of Christ much of the earth will be devastated and billions of people will
be killed. The destruction of millions of soldiersin the Batle of Armageddonisthefirg of a
series of judgments in preparation for the millennid kingdom™ (from the book, End
Times, Underdanding Today's World Events In Biblicd Prophesy, by John F.
Walvoord).

Thisisthe mind-set of scores of men daming the necessity of an imminent rapture of the
Church. By indging that the Bdtle of Armageddon and the Great Tribulation are
imminent, they have sought to establish a Sgn for the imminency of the rapture. Robert
Jewett, in his book, adds, "seeking sgnsis amaiter of refusing to dlow God to control
the future as He wills. Sign-seeking is the human effort to manipulate God's open future
to pendtrate the dlence He imposes." What the rgpturists have done is to circumvent God's
present Dispensation of Grace in the favor of "the doctrine of imminency.”

Probably the most controversial and least understood issue that relates to the
subject of the rapture concerns "the doctrine of imminency." Before getting into
the technicalities, there is one point that is important to make absolutely plain. My
position B that | take second place to no man in believing that the Lord Jesus
Christ will one day descend from heaven and stand upon an earth redeemed by His
precious blood. Two-thousand years ago two men stood by them in white appare;
which aso said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner
as ye have seen Him go into heaven (Acts 1:10-11). Standing between this day of
God's grace and the realization of this maestic goal, the parousia of Chrigt, is a
490-year period of divine government. Perhaps the biggest obstacle in the lives of
these presumed Bible scholars is their unwillingness to accept the fact that next for
mankind will be the majestic Kingdom of God. These men have completely
overlooked the fact of the present dispensation of grace; hence they have no place



for God's important next work. For them, this ubiquitous opinion of God's present
purpose has been lost from view.

It has now been amost 2,000 years since Paul's pronouncement in Acts 28:28 that the
salvationbringing message was authorized to the nations. As the result of this
momentous declaration, God has been writing into the record of His long dedlings
with mankind aflawlessrecord of Hisgracethat is so inherent in His character. No man
having lived on the earth, nor government, nor nation has during these past two
millennia been able to deter God from this supreme purpose. The record may now be
nearing completion. The questions we ask ae: "What has God accomplished? Is this
world now a better place to live in than it was 2,000 years ago?' It cannot be
denied, unless we rgect the record of the verbally inspired Word of God, thet we are
now living in what the Apostle Paul describes as "periloustimes’ (2 Tim. 3:1-5). Given
the fact of these frightful conditions, the question arises as to what mankind can next
expect from the hand of the Lord. The popular teachers are once again herading
gpocalyptic doom for mankind. Dr. Walvoord and his peers at the Dallas Theological
Seminary teach that next for mankind is Armageddon, a time when millions upon
millions of menwill losetheir liveswhen God pours out Hiswrath. | rgect this concept
totaly, and find it completely incons stent with the character of ajust and loving God.
For obvious reasons this deceptive doctrine of total destruction deniesthe fact that "this
Is indeed the Chrigt, the Savior of the world" (John 4:42). | firmly beieve that "the
doctrine of imminency" completely fails to address the burgeoning needs of mankind.

In reading the writings of a number of otherwise capable scholars one thing thet is
most obvious is their lack of unanimity regarding the timing of the event (rapture).
John F. MacArthur, Jr. in his essay "Is Christ's Return Imminent?' states "that the
perspective of imminence prompts three questions. The first question pertains to
whether the tribulation will precede Christ's coming for the church." MacArthur
answers this question by saying, "It will not, because the church is never asked to
look forward to the tribulation, but they are asked to ook forward to Christ's coming."
The second question revolves around how the return of Christ could have been imminent
in the early Church. He answers this question by saying "that no one but the Father
knows when the coming will occur." Findly he asks, "Why is Chridt's return so
important?' He responds by saying that "it rdaes to the motivation for bdievers to
purify thelr lives™"

My own analysis of MacArthur's questions and answers is that they create more
guestions than answers, and |leave the believers with a sense of ambiguity. One
Issue that immediately comes to mind concerns the matter of a "two-stage coming
of Christ." Paul M. Sadler in his book The Triumph Of His Grace makes the



statement, "If there is one word that sums up the teaching of the rapture in the Old
Testament and the gospels, it is SILENCE, and so it should be, for the mystery
with its secret rapture was kept hidden from the ages and generations past. The
author has said many times, and it bears repeating again, the rapture and the
second coming are not two stages of the sme event, as some have supposed.”
Sadler goes on to add, "In summary, the second coming of Christ was a prophesied
event that promises the Lord's personal return at the end of Daniel's seventieth
week (Zech. 14:1-4). The rapture, on the other hand, is an unprophesied event that
promises the appearing of the Savior in heaven preceding the tribulation period (1
Thess. 4:16-17)." Sadler predicts a "secret rapture” based on his understanding of
Ephesans 3:9.

What Sadler has failed to understand is that the mention of the secret in
Ephesians 3:3-13 concerns God's present purpose in this current dispensaion of
the grace of God and is wholly unrelated to this fictitious, so-caled "secret
rapture” which he associates with the pretribulationa rapture of the Church. Dave
MacPherson in his treatise, The Great Rapture Hoax, explains, "The fact of the
matter is that the early Church did not hold any kind of an imminent coming. The
occasona imminence of the middle ages was aways post-tribulationa
imminence; the Lord didn't immediately return. Such faulty unrealized imminence
of a one-stage coming is hardly an adequate basis for believing in a two-stage
coming. The early Christians didn't see eye-to-eye on a number of things, but they
all agreed that the "catching up” is a mere part of the second coming, a one-stage,
post-tribulational happening.”

Thisis precisely my view. | find no credible Scriptural evidence favoring a "two-
comings' rapture experience. As mentioned in the previous chapter, this concept of
a premillennia rapture scenario is an ingenious attempt to circumvent having the
believer present on earth during the Great Tribulation. | firmly believe that what
Scripture describes as the parousia of Christ is a return which will occur
subsequent to the Great Tribulation. The arguments offered by MacArthur in no
way substantiate the idea of an imminent rapture. MacArthur also states, "Those
who believe the church must suffer through the hardships of the tribulation period
invariably cite 2 Thessalonians 1:1-3 as proof." The Apostle Paul makes clear that
two specific conditions must be met prior to the parousia of Christ. "For that day
will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed,
the son of perdition." MacArthur states, "So on the one hand, the New Testament
Is permeated with an eager sense of urgency and conviction that the blessed hope
of Chrigt's return is imminent. On the other hand, we are warned about trouble and
affliction that will precede Christ's return. How can we cultivate a daily
expectation of Christ's return if these preliminary signs must be fulfilled before He




returns?

John MacArthur makes two gratuitous assumptions. One is that "Christ could
return at any moment permeates the whole New Testament." This allegation is
simply not true as | will attempt to demonstrate by critical review of these so-
called "imminency" passages. Secondly, and thus crucial to our conclusions, is that
these sdlf-acclaimed scholars have made absoutely no provision within their
theology for the fulfillment of the manifest Kingdom of God. We, the saints of this
dispensation, have absolutely no necessity to fear trouble and affliction which will
come on the breadth and length of the earth in that day. The present generation of
believers from this dispensation will not be called upon to face the anguish of great
tribulation. We have aready been tested regarding our attitude and faith in Jesus
Christ in aday when it is the uncommon thing to do. Secondly, it is critical to our
understanding of the Great Tribulation for us to note it is the people of Israel who
are living on earth at that time who are miraculoudly preserved by God Almighty.

This time of tribulation is described symbolicaly under the sign of the seven
vids of the wrath of God upon the earth in Revelation 15 and 16. This speaks of a
time when the nations of the earth, "and the peoples imagine a vain thing" (Psa.
2:1). Dr. Joseph Rotherham's The Emphasized Bible reads, Wherefore have the
nations assembled in tumult? Or should the peoples mutter an empty thing? The kings of the
earth take their station and grave men have met by gppointment together againg Y ahweh and
againgt His appointed one (king David) saying, Let us break asunder their bonds, and cast from
ustheir cords Hethat Sitteth in the heavenswill laugh, my Lord will mock at them (the nations).
Thenwill He speak to them in His anger, and in His wrath confound them: yet | have ingtalled
My king on Zion My holy mountain (Psa. 2:1-6). This scenario describes a future time
when the nations of the earth, acting under the influence of the beast seek to
exterminate the people of Isragl. But God resists and does not permit the nations to
unilaterally mount a crashing offense against them. The apocalyptic seer (John)
makes the statement, ". . . for in them (the nations) is filled up the wrath of God "
(Rev. 15:1). At this critical moment God acts openly and swiftly to overthrow the
enemies of Israel. John writes, And | saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with
fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and
over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having
the harps of God. And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb saying, Great and marvelous are Thy works, Lord God
Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints (Rev. 15:2-3).

This sea of glass mingled with fire appears here, according to the Conmentary of
the Apocaypse by Joseph A. Sdass, "being likened to a mighty reservoir of



judgment about to be precipitated on the world below.” It is my understanding that
this sea has symboalic reference to the judgment of God which will be poured out
by Him against those nations that threaten the security of the nation of Isradl.
Saiss explains, "The picture of these victorious ones standing on the shore of this
seaq, holding the harps of God, and singing the song of Moses, directly recdls the
rescued and victorious children of Israel on the further sde of the Red Sea,
beholding the discomfiture of their foes and snging and rgoicing in the mighty
accomplishments of this wonder-working Jehovah." As viewed through the eyes
of Jehovah, this experience of Isradl in the "time of Jacob's trouble" (Jer. 30:7)
will, in fact, become a time of great victory on behaf of the nation of Israd. In
contrast we are reminded of the greeat victory in the life of God's ancient people as
they fled the advancing armies of Pharaoh. It was in that day when a song was sung
(Exod. 15:1-21): Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the Lord, and spake,
saying, | will sing unto the Lord for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider
(symbolic of Pharaoh and his army) hath He thrown into the sea (Exod. 15:1).... The enemy said, |
will pursue, | will overtake, | will divide the spoil; my lust shall be satisfied upon them; | will draw
my sword, my hand shall destroy them (Exod. 15:9). This is the arrogance of men who
would take action against the chosen people of Isragl. But note further the song of
Moses, Thou didst blow with Thy wind, the sea covered them: they sank aslead in
the mighty waters. Who is like unto Thee, O Lord, anong the gods? Who is like
Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? Thou stretchedst out
Thy right hand, the earth swallowed them (Exod. 15:10-12). . . . And Miriam
answered them (the children of Isragl), Sing ye to the Lord, for He hath triumphed
glorioudy; the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea (Exod. 15:21).

This same God who acted openly and powerfully in the days of Moses will once
again cause His voice to be heard in defense of that people of Isragl as they pass
through the deep waters of the Great Tribulation. John, the seer, asks rhetorically,
Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? For thou only art holy:
for al nations shall come and worship before Thee; for Thy judgments are made
manifest (Rev. 15:4). As bdlievers in Christ, we have nothing to fear or be
apprehensive about regarding the day of the tribulation. Where we might be upon
the face of the earth in that day, we, the believers from the Dispensation of Grace,
cannot say, but we can be certain that because of our faith in Christ, we will be
privileged to experience the great triumph of God over that satanic host of the
tribulation, and those nations who have determined to exterminate the people of
Israel and destroy her land. In the words of the psalmist David, The Lord is King
forever and ever (in relation to Eonian Times and beyond): the heathen (nations)
are perished out of his land (Psa. 10:16). It is important to remember that the
outcome of this magjor confrontation between God and the retions will result in
"the sheep and goat judgment” (Matt. 25:31-46) immediately following the
parousia of Jesus Christ.



| frankly have little sympathy for these religious teachers who are guilty of
promulgating this false hope of an imminent rapture of the church in favor of the
future Kingdom of God. Another fallacy which continues to deflect men's hope
from the Kingdom of God in favor of the rapture is the oft-repeated statement,
"There are no other events that must occur in the prophetic calendar before Christ
comes to meet His saints in the air." But rather, | find it absolutely awesome to
believe such statements which corvincingly point to the future day when "the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together" (Isa. 40:5).
Speaking to Moses, God said, "But as truly as | live, al the earth shall be filled
with the glory of the Lord" (Num. 14:21).

Robert L. Thomas, deding with "the doctrine of imminency,” makes the satement: "To
say that the New Testament teaching of imminence has become garbled in the systems of
pre-wrath rgpturism and post-tribulationdism is probably not an overdatement.” He asks,
"What isleft of imminence?' And he explains, "The doctrine of imminence hasfalenon
hard times in contemporary evangdicaism. The imminence of Chrid's return, including
His coming to ddiver the fathful and His coming to reign, inflicting wrath on al the
world, is repeatedly taught in the gpocaypse as well as in other portions of the New
Testament. No prophecy of Scripture remains to be fulfilled before either of these
events occurs.” These views expressed by Thomas indicate clearly the bankruptcy of the
pretribulationa pogtion. It violates every revelaion of Scripture that positively establishes
the time of the so-caled rapture at the parousia of Christ. In the next chapter we will
make an examination of these presumed witnessesfavoring apretribulationd rapture.

BIBLICAL EVIDENCE CLAIMING SUPPORT FOR THE
RAPTURE

Within the past decade a number of fections have surfaced each daming the
imminency of the rapture. What is not generaly recognized isthat within the cluster of
rapturists there existstwo distinct groups of men, asfollows: pretribulationdists and post-
tribulationdigs Although these groups gopear to have much in common, they exhibit
remarkadle differences within ther theologies. Pretribulationdists hold steedfadtly to the
doctrine of Chrig coming for His Church at the inception of Daniel's seventieth week,
then returning to heaven and after an unexplained sevenyear hiatus Christ returns to
earth with His saints. This has been described as a"two-stage'" coming of Chrid.

A second company of rapturists (the post-tribulationaists) rightfully alege that the
Bible knows nothing of a duad coming of Christ. They contend that there is but one



second coming of Christ which will be accomplished at His parousa They dam that
this coming is supported by reference to Maithew 24:27, 1 Thessdonians 4:13-17 and 2
Thessdonians 2:8. Whereas mogt pretribulationdists daim to believe in a so-caled secret
rgoture, many post-tribulationaists believe that the second coming of Christ will be
herdded by the sound of agreat trumpet and embdlished with power and great glory (Matt.
24:30).

Whaever view the reader may conclude on this subject, the fact remains tha both the
pretribulationdists and the post-tribul ationdists have committed a colossd error by virtue
of their complete fallure to recognize that the 490-year period of divine government is
next on God's prophetic cdendar. Snce, in fat, the truth of the impending Kingdom of
God istaught in Stripture, dl mention of an imminent rgpture will collgose under its own
weight, disgppointing millions of Sncere men and women now dinging to thisfase hope.
In order to subgantiate my dam to the fdlacy of this hope, | cite the words of three
distinguished repturist teachers. The firdt, Robert H. Gundry, retired professor of the New
Tegtament and Greek at Westmont College, wrote in his book, The Church And The
Tribulation, "By common consent imminence means that as far we know, no predicted
event will necessarily precede the coming of Chrigt." The second, John F. MacArthur J.
in hisessay "Is Chrig's Return Imminent?' wrote, "From the earliest days of the church,
the Apogiles and firg generation Christians nurtured an earnest expectation and fervent
hope that Chrigt might suddenly return at any time, to gather His Church to heaven." The
third, Paul M. Sadler, presdent of the Berean Bible Society, has said, "Perhaps the most
convinang evidence that the rapture will be pretribulationa is the imminence of Christ's
return. In other words, there are no intervening events that must come to pass before the
rapture of the Church.”

In the course of this chapter, | will seek to demonstrate the gross error of these
allegations. Asthe result of these false claims, tens of thousands of men and women
have been deprived of the truth of the blessed hope, which is the redity of the
manifest Kingdom of God upon the earth. It will follow this, the dispensation of the
grace of God, and it will fulfill God's promise to Abraham: That in blessing | will bless
thee, and in multiplying | will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand which is upon
the seashore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall al the nations
of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed My voice (Gen. 22:17-18).

A number of sncere Bible sudents firmly believe that hundreds of Bible passagesrefer
to or discuss the second coming. Solomon declared, "That which is crooked cannot be
mede draight: and that which iswanting cannot be numbered” (Ecd. 1:15). One reason for
this Sudy is to demondrate that many of the opinions held by these men regarding the
interpretation of Scripture are "crooked and wanting." Many of the opinions expressed by
these men claiming the pre- and post-tribulational coming of Christ cannot be made



sraight and should be disregarded.

We recognize that Satan by his very nature has been filled with decait, lies, and hatred
of God. Heisdescribed in 1 Peter 5:8 "as aroaring lion, waketh about, seeking whom
he may devour." At no timein hisinfamous career has Satan been more aggressive than
in these closing days of the Digpensation of Grace. Satan's present activity is to draw
men's minds avay from the epiphanga of Chrig by encouraging them to live in
expectation of the imminent rapture of the Church. This Satanic activity is exemplified by
his unrdenting atempt to deceive men into bdieving that Chrigt could come a any
moment. In arecent issue of Bibliotheca Sacra, Wayne A. Brindle wrote an essay titled,
"Biblica Evidence for the Imminence of the Repture” Throughout the course of this
dissertation Brindle makes reference to a number of passages which he clams support
"the doctrine of imminency." What Brindle has done in his argument is to superimpose his
concept of the rapture on God's word without giving adequate condderation to the facts of
Stripture. Having given condderable time and thought to this complex subject, | am
convinced thet there are ome mgor flawsin hisinterpretation of Scripture. | will now ded
with some of the problems created by his presentation of thisimminency theory:

|. The verses chosen in support of the rapture have been taken conpletely out of
context. Thispractice hasled to serious errors and fdse condusons

2. Neglect of the fact that the Day of Christ (the Kingdom) is next on God's prophetic
caendar, which congtitutes an essentid part of the plan and purpose of God, distortsthe
truth serioudy. The fact that this Day must, by definition, precede the Day of the Lord
hasbeen dmost completey ignored by the rapturigs

3. Few, if any, of the rapturists have any room in ther theology for the manifest
Kingdom of God. This amounts to a significant refutation of God's next program for
mankind.

4. Rapturigts have interpreted Scripture to match a preconcelved doctrind error. They
have erroneoudy decided the outcome of the rapture event.

5. Rapturists have a preconception of God as the One who is waiting with pent-up
anger, prepared to destroy unbelieving humanity. Thisis dearly an act of defamation of a
just and merciful God.



6. Most rapturists have portrayed the time of the tribulation as atime of unprecedented
wrath and suffering. This concept has seriousdy compromised the truth about and the
character of our magnificent God.

7. Meanings have been assigned to cartain Greek words which cannot be supported by
the context. This practice has led to many erroneous conclusons.

| cite these problems because they relate to a proper understanding of this subject.
Further, my beief is that the deliberate neglect of these problems is satanic in origin and
in harmony with his atempt to blind men from percelving the truth of God. The Apostle
Paul declared, But (we) have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor
hanaling the Word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselvestoevery man's
conscience in the sight of God (2 Cor. 4:2). While | an willing to concede the fact that men can and
will differ in their understanding of the Bible due to imperfect knowledge, there isno
justification for men who deliberately misrepresent Scripture in order to capitalize on
thefears of innocent or unsuspecting men.

Let us give condderdion to some of these important rgpturist passages. Brindle opens
his essay with the statement, "John 14:3 isthe only verse in the gospels that is commonly
accepted by contemporary pretribulationdiss and post-tribulationdists dike as a
reference to the rapture In this text, when Jesus said, 'If | go,’ He was not only
speaking of His death and resurrection. His going ‘to the Father' (vs 12) induded a
complete departure, in which He went bodily from earth to heaven (Acts 1:9-11). His next
datement, '| am coming again,' is a futuristic present, meaning 'l will come agan.' It
must aso include aliterd and bodily return to earth from heaven. When Chrigt returns He
will take believersto be with Him forever. In verse 2 the close connection between the
‘dwelling places, and 'My Father's house, dmogt certainly locates the dwelling placesin
heaven. Unless Jesus was being intentiondly devious, it must be assumed that He was il
soesking of heaven." Brindles staement is a farly accurae representation of the
commonly held views most men assign to the meaning of John 14:1-3. Brindl€s
doctrind bias is dearly in evidence by virtue of his gatements He is obvioudy reading
Into this passage hisinterpretation that the subject of John 14:1-3 isthe rgpture. He makes
plain that his concept of Christ coming again has reference to a physical experience. He
appearsto believethat reference to "My Father's house' impliesthat Chrigt was preparing
aplace for believersto live in heaven. In order to understand the meaning of our Lord's
wordsin these versss, it is essartid that we ask afew badc questionsfirst: "To whom were
these words addressed? Wha message did Jesus intend to convey by His statement in
John 14:2, 'in My Father's house are many mansons? How can ahouse ever concalvably
have'mandons within it?What did Heintend by His satement, 'l go to prepare aplace for
you?" Findly, what did Jesus mean by Hiswords, "I will come again and receive you



unto Mysdlf; that where | am, there ye may be ds0?'

These are crucid questionsthat demand an honest answer. If ignored, they can lead to
anumber of erroneous conclusions. In no way did Christ intend to convey the ideathat
He was going to heaven for the purpose of building anumber of mansons for bdievers
Thephrase "My Father'shousg" isafigurative expresson used to describe our God'sdomain
which indudes heaven and earth. In His prayer of dedication for the temple Solomon de
clared, But will God indeed dwell on earth? Behold the heaven and heaven of heav ens cannot contain thee; how
much less this house that | have builded? (1 Kings 8:27). Recognize that God is infinite and
fills the universe. He is present in all regions of creation. God can choose to be
anywhere at any time He may wish.

Understand that in the days of Christ's humanity the oikos, or temple, was far
more than an impressive building. It was here a Jerusdem at the feast of
dedication that, "Jesus waked in the temple in Solomon's porch" (John 10:22-23).
This was a spectacular edifice. It was there that Peter and John went up together
into the temple where a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried,
whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask
ams of them that entered into the temple (Acts 3:2). It was within the confines of
this majestic structure, which became a scene of great activity, where many
essentia functions pertaining to the God-fearing life of Israel were performed. The
guestion before us is, how does reference to "My Father's house” relate to our
understanding of John 14:1-3? The term "My Father's house" in John 14:2 readsin
the Greek: en te oikia toupatros. What the rapturists have done is to interpret this
phrase found in John 14:2 to refer exclusively to the place called "heaven" in
Scripture. They have conveniently ignored the fact that this identical Greek phrase
also occurs in John 2:16 where Christ said, "Make not my Father's house an house
of merchandise." This passage has clear reference to the temple in Jerusalem.

Undergtand firg of dl that the broader context of John 14 includes John 13-17. Thelate
CharlesWelch pointed out that these chapters are an organic unity, "and that much of the
teaching found in the firgt four chapters is expressad in the sublime fullness of the fifth."
If the content of these four chapters is carefully examined, they will reved the fact they
were spoken just "before the feast of the Passover” when Jesus knew that His hour was
coming "that He should depart out of this world unto the Father" (John 13:1). During
this solemn feest He made dear that He would soon make His journey to the cross. In John
14:2 Jesus clearly stated, "l go to prepare a place for you." What rapturists have falled to
grasp are two important facts The fird is that these words in John 13-17 were spoken
directly to the tweve disciples. Soon that number would be reduced to el even as aresult
of the defection of Judas Iscariot, whose pogtion wes laer filled by Maithias (Acts 1:24-
26). Second isthe irrefutable fact that Christ was about to go to the cross. Even though
Jesus Chrigt would soon physcaly ascend into heaven (following His resurrection), this
Is not the message of John 14:2-3. Wha men in generd have falled to gopreciae is the



fact that Christ would soon suffer the agony of the cross, as foretold in Isaiah 53. By
means of His sacrificial death every one of these chosen disciples (to become aposties)
would be assured, both of the gift of eonian life, and also a position of distinguished
sarvice in the Kingdom of God.

This important truth is established in Maithew 19:27-28 where Peter ... said unto Him,
Behold we have forsaken all, and followed Thee; what shall we have therefore? And Jesus said unto them,
Verily | say unto you, That ye which have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man shall sit in the
throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. This promisehas
exdugve reference to a company of men who will function in a judicid cgpacity with
respect to the nation of Isradl in the Kingdom of God. This important truth is based in part
on the meaning of the phrase, "in My Fahe's house are many mansons™ This word
trandated "mangons’ is the Greek word mone. Robert H. Gundry points out that
"unfortunately the familiar term 'manson’ does not project the correct connotetion in
contemporary English." The word mone gppears only once dsawhere in the New
Tesament. It islocated here in John 14:2 and then again in John 14:23. JH. Thayer, in his
Greek-English Lexicon Of The New Testament, says, "The word means 'daying, abiding,
dwedling, abode’ metaphyscaly of God and Christ by their power and spirit exerting a
most blessed influence on the souls of the believers”

While | recognize the dgnificance of the indwdling presance of Chrig, it is most
important to remember that this word (mone) is rendered in the plurd form in John
14:2, as"abodes" What Jesus taught in this passageis thet in the vast redm of His coming
Kingdom there would be "many mansions." This does not teach that in heaven there
would be countless resdences for the beievers, but rather that there would be many
pogitions of exalted service which men would render on behalf of the Judge of dl the
earth—they who are part of the Kingdom ekklesia. The Apostle Paul dluded to thisfact
in Ephesans 4:10-11, where he sooke of the Lord who had "ascended up far above dl
heavens” Thisis a dear reference to the exdted pogtions men will enjoy in the Kingdom
of God. Chrig was not spesking of a "rgpture of men," but He was stting forth His
intention of providing these disciples with a guaranteed place of specid service under
divine government. What the rapturists have done is to make this glorious message spo-
ken to the gpostles and the description "My Father's house" to mean "totakedl believers
off to heaven"; the term "mansions’ to be luxurious homes, the gatement "'l go to prepare a
place for you" to mean "Jesus was going to heaven'; the promise "1 will come again and
recaive you to Mysdf to meen that "the rapture of the church is imminent." This is
doppy exegess and completdy fails to recognize the glorious future of the apostles of
Chrig. This rgpturis mentdity grosdy digtorts the truth of God and leads millions of
innocent men and women into darkness. Those men who promote this false doctrine
desarve to be ashamed for not encouraging the truth nor glorifying the Lord of ther
svation.




THE RAPTURE AND THE GREAT TRIBULATION: WHO, WHAT, WHY,
WHEN

During the course of His Olivet Discourse Jesus dedared, For then shall be great
tribulation, such aswas not since the beginning of the world to thistime, no, nor ever shall be (Matt.
24:21). That there will be a time of great tribulation cannot be denied; however, the
datement made by our Lord raises a numbe of issues that reate to the character
and purpose of this event. Without any doubt the overwheming number of men
claiming to be bdievers in Chrig and a number of presumed Bible scholars
contend that this event is now about to burg forth upon mankind, bringing with it
an incredible period of human suffering. It has been depicted by some men as a
scenario during which God will unleash His pent-up anger againg mankind.

Dr. Mark Bailey, presdent at the Dallas Theological Seminary, writes, "It will be
the worst hour in human history, for the world and for Israel" (TheRoad To
Armageddon). These ideas gem from the supposed meaning of the Greek word
thlepss, which istrandated " tribulation.” Otis Q. Sdlersgated, " Thisterm has
been lifted from the Word of God, embéllished with every possble crude idea of
sadigic torture, then used in a mystical manner to support every satement made by
the present day prophets of doom" (Seed & Bread, No. SB039). One of the major
concerns expressed by the rapturists is. " Will the church go through the
Great Tribulation?" It is almost universally acknowledged that whatever
meaning men may assign to this period of time, this work of God has now
become an imminent event of global expectations. I n the course of this chapter
we will address several specific issues having a direct bearing on this subject.
We need to ask the following questions. " When in time will these things come
to pass?' "Who are the subjects of this time of tribulation?" "What is the
character of thisevent?" " Why will God cause men to experience thistime of
tribulation?"

In order to grasp the significance of this time of tribulation, we need to
under stand the relationship this event bears on the overall plan and purpose
of God. If this event is imminent, is there something God is presently doing
that will precipitate this occasion? It is my unwavering conviction that man-
kind is currently living in the waning days of the Dispensation of Grace. As|
have previoudy mentioned, | believe God isnow writing arecord of the grace
inherent in His character by means of the present administration of grace. As
the result of this divine activity, every man, woman and child has become the
recipient of the love and compassion of God. God's grace has triumphed in
thelives of men. Thislong display of grace had a beginning and it will have an
ending. But "how" and "why"? It is my firm conviction that God's present



Dispensation of Grace will end asthedirect result of divine intervention.

During the closing days in the life of the Apostle Paul, he made a treach-
erous ocean journey from the harbor at Caesarea to Rome. Paul sailed in the
company of certain other prisoners, and from every nautical consideration
this was the wrong season to attempt making such a voyage. L uke revealed
the fact that Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now
dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished them,
and said unto them, Sirs, | perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and
much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives (Acts 27:9-
10). Not long after they sailed there arose against it a tempestuous wind,
called Euroclydon, and when the ship was caught, and could not bear up into
the wind, we let her drive (Acts 27:14-15). It appears that the violence of the
wind was such that they lost control and had to take strong measures to
prevent a total catastrophe. And when neither sun nor stars in many days
appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be saved
was then taken away (Acts 27:20).

Asweconsder theextremeperilsof thisvoyageof Paul's, wearereminded of the
great perils mankind is experiencing today. Indeed, as mankind is called upon to sall
on thesea of thisgreat peril (the21 & century), weare made awar e of the gravity of
the times in which we are now living. Understand that when " neither sun nor
stars appeared” in the course of Paul's journey, the probability of a major
disaster loomed imminent. Theword " appeared” in Acts27:20istrandated from the
Gresk word epiphaino. This same word is also used in Titus 2:11 where we read,
"For thegrace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men." In this
useit isnot difficult to undersand that the chief characterigtic of thisword contains
the dement of being rescued and preserved. Understand that in those ancient days
men who sailed the open seas had no navigational aids to warn of impending
disager. Therefore the appearing of the sun and the stars were crucial to men's
preservation. We are now smilarly facing a world-wide tempest. The clouds of
darkness lay heavily upon mankind. The rise of terrorism, the incvility of the
nations seem to extinguish any real hopefor the ddiverancefor mankind.

What then can mankind next expect? Is it what so many men all "the
rapture,” or isit the hope of divine intervention? Paul made this point clear
that we ought to be " looking for that blessed hope, and (even) the glorious
appearing (epiphanea) of the great God and (even) our Savior Jesus Christ"
(Titus 2:13). Thisistheray of God's sunlight that will penetrate the darkness
of these closing days of grace. The prophet Isaiah declared, For, behold, the
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the peoples. but the Lord
shall arise upon thee, and His Glory shall be seen upon thee (Isa. 60:2). The
rapturists say the hope of mankind liesin a secret rapture of the Church. The



futurist premillennialists believe the hope of mankind lies in the promise of
divine intervention. This fact is of great importance in that it explains what
mankind can next expect at the hand of God. It is not the rapture, nor
Armageddon, nor nuclear extermination of the human race, but it is of God
invading the earth and enlightening it. We do not know how much longer it
will be before this event will take place. But of one thing we can be absolutely
certain; God will speak from heaven and usher mankind into almost five
centuries of unprecedented peace, tranquility, health, joy and life.

With these thoughts before us we raise the question, " How does the impact of
divine intervention relate to the Great Tribulation spoken of by our Lord in
Matthew 24:21?7" Firg of all we need to recognize that mankind as a whole is
about to enter a school of great learning. In the words of Isaiah,” ... for when
Thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn
righteousness’ (Isa. 26:9). The psalmist David declared, Good and upright is
the Lord: therefore He will teach sinnersin the way. The meek will He guide
in judgment: and the meek (submissive ones) will He teach Hisway (Psa. 25:8-
9). This points to a future time in the life of the nations during which snners
shall be directly taught by the Holy Spirit of God. Nothing of this magnitude has
ever yet occurred. This process of teaching sinful men will become a universal
experience. Mankind, including men and women from every ethnic background
will yet enter God's school of learning with the result that no man living on the
face of the earth will fail to achieve a basc knowledge of thetruths of God.

The absolute necessity for God to enlighten and instruct men has become
overwhelming. To explain the depths of this grave peril, it becomes essential to
comprehend how far men have drifted away from the truth of God. A recent
book titled, Here | Stand, by aretired Episcopal bishop, John Shelby Spong, of
Newark, New Jersey, he setsforth alist of twelve theses to define his concept of
anew Chrigtian reformation. A few of his thesesfollow:

1. "Theism, as a way of defining God, is dead. God can no longer be
understood with credibility as a being supernatural in power, dwelling
above the sky and prepared to invade human history periodically to

enforce the divine will. So, most theological God-talk today is
meaningless unless we find a new way to speak to God." This
statement reflectsthe current depth of spiritual depravity among men.

2." Since God can no longer be conceived in theistic terms, it becomes

nonsensical to seek to understand Jesus as the incarnation of the
theistic deity. So, the Christology of the ages is bankrupt." These are

thewordsof a Christ rgecter.



3. "The virgin birth understood as literal biology, makes the divinity of
Christ, as traditionally understood, impossible." Hereis an example of a
man who openly and defiantly rgectsthe dety of Jesus Chridt.

4. "The miracle stories of the New Testament can no longer be inter-

preted in a post-Newtonian world as supernatural events performed by
an incarnate deity." Thisstatement deniesthe power of God to work miracles.

5."The idea of the cross as the sacrifice for the sins of the world is a

barbarian idea based on primitive concepts of God that must be dis-
missed." Hereis a flagrant reection of the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ
upon the cross of Calvary.

6. "Resurrection is an action of God who raised Jesus into the
meaning of God. It therefore cannot be a physical resuscitation
occurring inside human history." The Apostle Paul declared, For if the
dead rise not, then Christ isnot raised: and if Christ be not raised, your faith
iIsvain; yeareyet in your sins. Then they also which arefallen adeep in Christ
areperished. If in thislife only we have hopein Christ, we are of all men most
miserable (1 Cor. 15:16-19). This would be the miserable fate of men were it
not for the fact of the resurrection of the dead.

7. "The hope for life after death must be separated forever from the
behavior control mentality of reward and punishment. The church
must abandon, therefore, its reliance on guilt as a motivator of be-
havior." This man does not want to see himself as a sinner saved by God's
grace. This statement of unbelief isin direct and open conflict with the words
of our Lord in John 3:36, He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life,
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him.

These seven theses propounded by a Christ-rgecting bishop of the church
illustrate the enor mity of thetask God will assume when He invadesthe earth
to enlighten mankind. At long last God will shatter the darkness that now
prevails on the earth. Thislearning process will completely alter the fabric of
society. The imposition of this divine learning process will result in complete
eradication of these lies promoted by many of the present-day clergy. It will
result in the creation of new music, new literature, and a completely new
understanding of the world in which we live. The purpose of having men
taught the judgments of God isto provide mankind with a knowledge of those
thingswhich relate to the character of God. In the words of the Apostle John,
And thisislife eternal (life flowing out of God), that they may know Thee the
only true God, and (even) Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent (John 17:3). No
man privileged to live in the Kingdom of God will be denied the opportunity



to learn about the things of God, because of inferior intellect, poor health,
social injustice or negative influences.

These barriersto learning about God will cease to exist. Only God is capable
of bringing men into a knowledge of Himself. This awesome work of God will
meet with resounding success. It is difficult for men living in these closing
days of the Dispensation of Grace to fully appreciate or to comprehend the
magnitude of thisimportant work. The prophet Habakkuk declared, For the earth shall
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, asthewaterscover the sea (Hab.
2:14).

The question we now need to address concernsthe matter of how this program
of God will terminate. If possble we need to project our minds into the 26th
century. By that time 490 years will have elapsed, assuming the time of divine
intervention to bein the 21st century, in that scenario, the time has comefor the
manifestation of the Day of the Lord. Thelong-awaited prophetic eventsassociated
with Danidl's seventieth week ar e on the ver geof becoming reality. Billions of men
living on the earth in that day, will have been taught by God Himsdlf. As Gaod lifts
the divine restraints which He has imposed on mankind for some five centuries, a
major confrontation looms between the "beast" and the nation of Isradl. Satan
senses histimeislimited and thisis hisfinal opportunity to destroy the nation of
Israel, with whom God has openly identified Himsdf during the entire Kingdom of
God. These crucial events associated with the prophecy of Danid now begin to
unfold. At the onset of the final week, or seven-year period, the beast appearson
the sceneand entersinto a covenant with |sragl. Heisdescribed in Danidl 9:26-27: .
.. the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanc-
tuary .... And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in
the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease,
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it (the temple)
desolate, ... He is further described in Danidl 11:36 as the king shall do
according to his will; and he shall exalt himsalf, and magnify himsalf above
every god, and shall speak mar velous things against the God of gods, and shall
prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall
be done.

It isnot possibleto miscongtruethefact that thisbeingisidentical to that man of
sin berevealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above
all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, showing himself that he is God (2 Thess. 2:3-4). Danidl 12:11
adds, And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the



abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two
hundred and ninety days. This trandates into a time period of three and one-
half years plus a 30-day period of time. Thisis precisaly the duration of time
beginning with the occupation of the temple by the beast or as Paul explained,
"theman of sin," plusa 30-day period of time known in Scripture asthe time of
indignation (refer to the booklet by the author titled, M SS004 - Matthew 24 And
The Consummation Of The Eon, Chart 2).

The beginning of these 1,290 days corresponds to the middle of Danid's
seventieth week. It also corresponds precisay to our Lord's words in Matthew
24:15-16, When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of
by Danid the prophet, stand in the holy place... then let them which be in
Judaea flee into the mountains. This arrogant satanic being can be none other
than that individual mentioned in Danid 9:26-27 and again in 11:36. The timing
and appearance of that man of sn corresponds precisely to our Lord'swordsin
Matthew 24:21. For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. What | find
absolutely amazing is that these presumed Bible scholars have such a great
difficulty under standing when in the order of eventsthetribulation will begin.
It isalso amazing to observe that thistime of tribulation could not possibly oc-
cur within our life expectancy. No sooner will this man of sin make his
intrusion into the holiest place on earth in that day, than the day of Jacob's
trouble or the Great Tribulation will commence. This brings into focus the
Issue as to what purpose this time of tribulation will serve. Asto the scope of
this important event, we know from Revelation 3:10 that this marks the hour
of temptation, which shall come upon all theworld (theinhabited earth) to try
them that dwell upon the earth.

Theinfinitive "to try" isatrandation of the Greek word pirasmos. It occurs
21 timesin the New Testament. Thisword isfound in Luke 22:28 in which Jesus,
speaking to Hisdisciples said, " Y e arethey which have continued with Mein My
temptations” Thiswas not a solicitation to do evil, but to experience the testing
brought upon Him because of a diverse stuation. Let me illustrate. We know
from Luke 11:16 that Jesus was tempted by the Pharisees. He was accused of
casting out devils by the power of Bedzebub (Satan). Jesus could have ingantly
struck down these lying Pharisees, but He chose not to do so. On yet another
occasion Jesuswas being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he
did eat nothing: and when they were ended, He afterward hungered. And the
devil said unto Him, If Thou be the Son of God, command this stonethat it be
made bread. And Jesus answered him, saying, It iswritten, That man should
not live by bread alone, but by every word of God (Luke 4:2-4). Jesus could have



immediately destroyed him, but, being the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, Jesus
did not succumb to this temptation. John the Baptist said, Bring forth therefore
fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within your selves, We have
Abraham to our father: for | say unto you, That God is able of these stonesto
raise up children unto Abraham (Luke 3:8). Since Christ could perform this
miracle, He could just as easly have commanded that "this ssone be made
bread" (Luke 4:3). Paul reminded the Corinthian believers, There hath no
temptation taken you but such is common to man: but God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it (1 Cor.
10:13). With Chrigt on our sidewe can under go severetesting and yet prevail.

If both the Greek verb pirazo and the noun pirazmos are examined, it will
bring the conviction that the basic idea inherent in these words means " testing"”
or "proving." As mankind enters the Great Tribulation, every living man,
woman, and child can expect to be tested with respect to what they havelearned at
the hand of God during the five centuries of Eonian Times. Men who have been
taught of God will have risen to new leves of undersanding and knowledge. It is
inconcavable to condude that men will not have gained increased under sanding of
what 9n, righteousnessand judgment isin thesght of God.

The Great Tribulation is not something men need to fear. What rapturigs have
doneisto create a concept of the Great Tribulation in which God acts in violenceand
wrath to destroy unrepentant mankind, which is everyone but them. What God
will in fact doistoinstruct men and then subject mankind to atime of testing to
determine what they have lear ned of the judgments of God. This event, called " the
Great Tribulation,” will serve a two-fold purpose Thefirg isonein which billions of
men will have enjoyed the beneficial results of having been taught by God. The
second, and in some sense mod crudal, rdatesto the men's attitudes and response to
Israd'spresencein the earth in that day. Under stand that by the time the Great
Tribulation becomes a redlity, God's ingructions given to His disciples, so noted in
Matthew 28:18-20, will have been fulfilled. Jesus ingtructed His disciples saying, All
power isgiven unto Mein heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them (identifying them) in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost (Spirit): teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you aways, even unto
the end of the world (the consummation of the eon) (Matt. 28:18-20). This
anticipates the successful ministry of the apostles of Jesus Chrigt.

God has promised Abraham, And | will make of thee a great nation, and | will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessng (Gen. 12:2). By



the time this promiseis fulfilled, Israel will have become a mediator nation
to extol the glory of the God of government. Her place of prominence in the
earth, as she enters the Great Tribulation is exemplified as the result of
divine intervention, and God working openly on behalf of that favored
nation. The prophet Micah, speaking of that time, declared, But in the last
daysit shall cometo pass, that the mountain of the house (or the dynagty) of the Lord
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the
hills, and peoples shall flow unto it. And many nations shall come, and say, Come,
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacab;
and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths for the law shall go
forth of Zion, and theword of theLord from Jerusalem (Micah 4:1 -2).

|srael hasnever yet enjoyed thisexalted status. What an awesome dght thiswill be
asflocksof humanity stream toward Jerusalem to betaught in thewaysof theLord
God of lsrad. Thismajesic work of God is but one of thousands that will cometo
fruition prior to the parousa of Jesus Chrigt. Falowing Histriumphant resurrection
from thedead, Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power isgiven unto
Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost
(Spirit): teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world (Matt. 28:18-
20). The enormity of thiswork defies description. Obvioudy, this great work of God
hasnever yet been accomplished. The present roleof |srad in the affairsof nationsis
completely foreign to thisawesomework of God. It cannot befulfilled apart from the
literal fulfillment of a New Covenant God will make with the houses of Israd and
Judah (Jeremiah 31:31 -34).

Given the reality of these irrefutable facts, Scripture paves the way for an
understanding of the necessity for the Great Tribulation. Recall from the
parable put forth in Matthew 13:24-30 where He said, The Kingdom of heaven is
likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: but while men dept,
his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way (Matt.
13:24-25). This parable describes a condition of things that will prevail in the
earth as the manifest Kingdom of God drawsto a close. It has absolutely no
relevanceto our livesin the closing days of the Dispensation of Grace. Following
the proclamation of this parable, His disciples came unto Him saying, De clare unto us
the parableof the tares of the field. He answered and said unto them, Hethat soweth the
good seed isthe Son of Man; thefield isthe world; the good seed are the children (sons) of
the kingdom; but the tares are the children (sons) of the wicked one; the enemy that
sowed them isthe devil; the harvest isthe end of the world (the consummation of the eon),
and thereapersaretheangels. Asthereforethetaresare gathered and burned in thefire, so
shall it bein theend of thisworld (Matt. 13:3640).



To repeat, let it be absolutely clear this parable is not a description of how
life will end up in the closing days of this Dispensation of Grace. This phrase
"the end of theworld" isthetrandation of the Greek phrase en te sunteleia
tou aionos or " the consummation of theeon." This phrase offersa description
of the culmination of events as mankind approaches those eventsthat relate to
Danidl's seventieth week. Once God lifts the divine restraints, spoken of by
Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:6-9, an entirely new scenario of events begin to
unfold. Satan, who has experienced a series of crushing defeats, is once again
permitted by God to exert his powerful influence. By this time Satan is fully
aware of the enormous stature of the nation of Isradl in world affairs. This
cannot possibly relateto the present timein which welive. Thetime of Jacob's
trouble hasarrived in full fury. In the book of Revelation we aretold, And the
woman (Israel) fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of
God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore
days (1,260 days) (Rev. 12:6). This event corresponds to the words spoken of
in Matthew 24:16 wherewe aretold, " Then let the people which bein Judaea
flee into the mountains." While these instructions pertain specifically to the
people of |srael who are dwelling in Judaea, there will also be a company of
God-fearing | sra€lites scattered around the earth.

In preparation for the battle of Armageddon we read in Joel: | will also
gather all nations, and bring them down into the valley of Jehosophat, and
will plead with them there for My people and for My heritage Israel, whom
they have scattered among the nations, and parted My land (Joel 3:2).
Revelation explainsthat at that at that timethere waswar in heaven: Michael
and his angels fought against the dragon (Satan); and the dragon fought and
his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in
heaven (Rev. 12.7-8). Understand that during the Kingdom of heaven, Satan,
spoken of here as "the dragon,"” will remain in heaven along with his angels.
However it becomes crystal clear that this same angel, Michael, spoken of in
Revelation 12:7, is the one being spoken of in Daniel 12:1. In that highly
significant passage we are told: And at this time shall Michael stand up, the
great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be
atimeof trouble, such asnever was sincethere was a nation even to that same
time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be
found written in the book. There can be absolutely no doubt but that the event
spoken of in Daniel 12 isidentical with the event in Revelation 12.

During this confrontation, the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,



called the Devil, and Satan, which decelved the whole world: he was cagt out into
the earth, and hisangelswere cast out with him (Rev. 12:9). At long last Christ
will triumph over thissinister being: And | heard aloud voice saying in heaven,
Now iscomesalvation, and strength, and the Kingdom of our God, and the power
of His Chrigt: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them
beforeour God day and night (Rev. 12:10). At the same time the apocalyptic
seer says, Therefore rgoice ye heavens, and ye that dwdl in them. Woe to the
inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil iscome down unto you, having
great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. And when the
dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which
brought forth the man child. And to the woman wer e given two wings of a great
eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she (srad) is
nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent
(Rev. 12:12-14).

Although Satan and his angels are determined to destroy the people of
Israd, they will be met with stunning defeat. God has determined to preserve
His people, as well as all mankind. We are reminded of the words of the
psalmist David who declared, The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy
right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord shall
preserve thee from all evil: He shall preserve thy soul. The Lord shall preservethy going
out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even forevermore (Psa. 121:5-8). God's
preservation of |srael isalso clearly implied in the wor ds of Moses, When thou arein
tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the
Lord thy God, and shalt be obedient unto His voice; (for the Lord thy God is a merciful God;)
He will not forsake thee, neither destroy t hee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which He
swear unto them (Deut. 4:30-31).

It is during the course of thistime of tribulation that |srael, then scattered
wor [d-wide, will face extreme physical hardships. Her vulnerable position will
not fail to attract the attention of the nations. During the cour se of the" sheep
and goat judgment" (Matthew 25:31-46), Jesus said, When the Son of man
shall comein Hisglory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit on
the throne of his glory: and before Him shall be gathered all nations. and He
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from
the goats (M att. 25:31-32). Thissepar ation processwill be based on thetreatment
accorded to Israel by the nations during the tribulation. He goes on: Then
shall the King say unto them on His right hand, Come, ye blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world: for | was an hungered, and ye gave Me meat: | was thirsty, and ye
gave Medrink: | was a stranger, and you took Me in: naked, and ye clothed
Me: | wassick, and yevisited Me: | wasin prison, and ye came unto Me (Matt.



25:34-36).

Thistreatment of the people of Israel during the Great Tribulation will bethe
deciding factor in determining thefutureof the nation. At that timethe King will
address these derdict nations on the left, and say unto them, Verily | say unto
you, inasmuch as ye have doneit to one of the least of these My brethren, you
have doneit unto M e (Matt. 25:40). These conditionshave never yet prevailed upon
theearth, but they will during thetime of Jacob'strouble. If | am alive duringthat
time, | look forward to being of service to anyone who is part of that favored
nation. Isradl's presence in the earth in that day will provide a time of testing
and proving the hearts and minds of all the nations, regarding the treatment of
the people of Isradl. Those nationswho are kindly disposed toward the people of
Israel will enter into life eternal. Those nations that fail thistest will experience
everlagsting punishment, that is, deprivation of life upon the earth during the
1,000-year reign of Christ on thisearth.

THE DAVIDIC COVENANT, THE RAPTURE AND THE
PAROUSIA OF JESUSCHRIST

God has planned a triumphant future for mankind. Words fail me to expressthe
glories of that future day. This time is described in the Bible as a period of divine
government or the Kingdom of God. Nothing comparable to these times has ever yet
occurred. The redlization of that day will result in the Father making Himsalf known
over dl mankind in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. The inauguration of the Day of
Chrigt will mark the definitive end of the Day of Man. This will not be a gradual
trangition, but it will result in the blazing forth of the glory of the Lord in the manifest
Kingdom of God. Every man, woman and child living on the face of te earth will
immediately experience the effect of God acting in government.

An indantaneous gift of perfect hedth will aoruptly terminate every trace of sickness and
death: Then the eyes of the blind be shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart (deer), and the tongue of the
dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert
(Isa 35:5-6). The need for medica and mentd services will cesse Hospitas mortuaries and
medicd faalities will become extinct in the Kingdom of God. Men's preoccupation with
having to sweet in the brow of ther face will no longer be a burdensome experience. For
the firgt timein the history of the human race man will focus their attention on learning
and knowing the judgments of God. Men's fascinaion with the sfock market, the
entertainment industry, and the devdopment and proliferation of wegpons of mass
destruction will cometo an immediate hdt. God is not going to dilute the blessings of divine



government with men's commitment to sscular affairs.

Humen government will yidd to divine government: Of the increase of His government
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon His kingdom,
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even
forever. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this (Isa 9:7). These are the
conditions that will prevail upon the earth during Eonian Times. They will define the
character of the Day of Christ. What the rapturists have failed to comprehend is that
these glorious conditions will come to pass before the parousia of Jesus Christ. They
will precede His second coming to the earth. Fallure to underdand that these blessings
are next for mankind is an impediment to an gppreciation of these miraculous events
leeding into the fulfillment of Danid's saventieth week. These events, which will in time
lead to the orderly fulfillment of 1 Thessdonians 4:15-17, are next on God's prophetic
cdendar. They will indude the literd fulfillment of the Davidic covenat. The
implementation of the Davidic covenant will have a profound effect not only on the nation
of lsradl, but on every nation on earth in that day. No nation on earth will fall to fed the
impact of the Davidic covenant. The words of 2 Samud 7:4-17 provide the mgedic detals
of this unconditiona covenant. These truths should be ingrained in the heart and mind of
evay bdiever inthe Lord Jesus Chrid.

Speaking through the prophet Nathan the Lord said, Now therefore so shalt thou
say unto My servant David, Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, | took thee from the
sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people, over Israel: and |
was with thee withersoever thou wentest, and have cut off al thy enemies out of
thy sight, and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men
that are in the earth (2 Sam. 7:8-9). David's success and rise to prominence in the earth
in that day will be overwhelming. The word "ruler,” appearing on verse 8, is a
trandation of the Hebrew word nagid, and signifies one who is both a prince, a
governor and aleader. Confirmation of this glorious role is revealed in Isaiah where the
Lord says, Incline your ear, and come unto Me: hear, and ye shal live; and | will
make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. Behold |
have given him for awitness to the people, aleader and a commander to the people
(Isa 55:3-4). Acoording to JB. Ratherham's Emphasized Bible, this word "peopl€" in
verse 4 is plural and should be read "peoples.” Not only will David be a leader and
commander over the people of Israel, but over al the peoples of the earth once he is
enthroned in power by God. Hisinfluence will be felt world-wide.

We know from the record of 2 Samuel 11-12 that David, during his reign,
became involved in the commission of a great sin in which Uriah the Hitite, an
innocent man and the husband of Bathsheba, was dain in battle. Scripture



declares, "But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord" (2 Sam.
11:27). Following this incident, the Lord sent the prophet Nathan to David to
expose thisimmora deed: David then said unto Nathan, | have sinned againd the Lord.
And Nahen sad unto David, the Lord dso hath put awvay thy an; thou shdt not die.
Howhbat, because by this deed thou hast given great occason to the enemies of the Lord
to blagpheme, the child dso that is born unto thee shdl surely die (2 Sam. 12:13-14).
What atragic consequence to the sin of this man. Upon the desth of this child, David
comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in unto her, and lay with her: and she bare a son,
and he cdled hisname Solomon: and the Lord loved him (2 Sam. 12:24). Solomon was
somewhat older when this transpired: Now the days of David drew nigh that (near the
time) he should die; and he charged Solomon his son, saying, | go the way of dl the earth:
be thou strong therefore, and show thysdf a man; and keep the charge of the Lord thy God,
towak in Hisways, to kegp His datutes, and His commandments, and His judgments, and
His tetimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in dl that
thou doedt, and whithersoever thou turnest thysdf: that the Lord may continue His word
which He spake concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to their way, to wak
before Me in truth with dl ther heart and with dl their soul, there shdl not fall thee (sad
He) aman onthethrone of Igad.. ..

So David dept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David (1 Kings 2:1-4,
10). What amgestic, yet unfulfilled, promise of God!

Some 1,000 years after the death of David, Peter declared, Men and brethren, let
me fredy speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his
sepulcher is with us unto this day (Acts 2:29). Although these words of Peter were
spoken some 2,000 years ago, the day is forth coming when God will raise
David from the dead to fulfill his mgestic role in the earth as God's anointed
king. Speaking of that glorious day, we read, | have found David My sarvant; with
my haly ail have | anointed him: with whom my hand shdl be established: mine arm shal
a0 grengthen him.... Also | will make him My firgt born, higher than the kings of the earth.
My mercy will | kegp for him forevermore, and my covenant shdl sand fast with him
(Psa 89:20-21, 27-28). These words of God clearly demondrate the powerful role David
will yet play in the eath. These words were recorded amog 3,000 years ago;
nevertheess, the time will come when these prophetic words will turn into redlity.

Speaking of that glorious day Jeremiah declared, For it shall come to pass intha
day, saiththe Lord of Hogts thet | will bresk hisyoke from off thy neck, and burgt thy bonds,
and dgrangers shdl no more sarve themsdves of him: but they shdl servethe Lord therr God,
and David thar king, whom | will rase up unto them (Jer. 30:8-9). What most men,
including the rapturists, have completely failed to grasp is that the restoration
and recondgtitution of the nation of Israel must by definition occur before the



Day of the Lord. In the closing prayers of David, the son of Jesse, we read: His
name shdl endure forever (in regpect to the eon): His name shdl be continued as long
asthe sun: and men shdl be blessed in Him: dl nations shdl cal Him blessed. Blessed be
the Lord God, the God of Israd, who only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be His
gorious name forever: and let (cause) the whole earth be filled with His glory; Amen and
Amen (Psa. 72:17-19). What a glorious day this will be for the whole of mankind!
Regrettably, we are not capable of understanding the full impact that these
blessings will bring into the earth.

This glorious truth is embellished in the words of the Psalmist: For thy sarvant
David's ske turn not away the face of thine anointed. The Lord hath swvorn in truth unto
David; Hewill not turn from it. Of the fruit of thy body will | set upon thy throne.... For the
Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath degired it for His habitation. Thisis my rest forever: here
will | dwdl; for | have desred it. | will abundantly bless her provison: | will stisfy her poor
with breed. | will dothe her priests with salvation: and her saints shdl shout doud for joy.
There (in Jerusalem) will | makethe horn of David to bud: | have ordained alamp for mine
anointed. His enemieswill | dothe with shame but upon himsdf dhdl his crown flourish
(P=a 13210-11, 13-18). These awesome blessings defy description and must be
fulfilled before the second coming of Christ. No wonder when the "abomination
of desolation" is seen dwelling in the Holy place that the wrath of God is
revealed againgt this satanic monster.

During the course of the so-called Jerusalem conference, the Apostles Paul and
Barnabas declared what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the nations
by them. And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken
unto me: Simeon (Peter) hath declared how God at first did visit the Gentiles (nations), to take out of
them a people for His name. And to this agree the words of the prophets; asit is written, After this |
will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is falen down; and | will build
again the ruinsthereof, and | will set it up (Acts 15:13-16). Thisdescriptivephrase, "'l will
build again" occurs twice in verse 16. It is a trandation of the Greek word
anoikodomeo. This represents the only occurrences of this word in the New
Testament. This passage has specific reference to the Old Testament prophecy of
Amoes. In that day will | raise up the tabernacle of David that isfalen, and close up the
breaches thereof; and | will raise up his ruins, and | will build it as in the days of
old:... And I will bring again (remove) the captivity of my people Isradl, and they shall
build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the
wine thereof; they aso shal make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And | will plant
them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which | have
given them, saith the Lord thy God (Amos 9:11,14-15).



For the firgt time in the history of the nation of Israel, that people will be firmly
implanted in their land and enjoy physical security and an abundance of peace. What a
contragt to the life of these men living in the land of Pdestine today. The realization of
these blessings is contingent on the literal fulfillment of the Davidic covenant. The
word "tabernacle," found in Acts 15:16, is atrandation of the Greek word skeenee. It
Isused figuratively to designate a dwelling place, or more precisely, a center of lifeor
activity. While the word originally meant a"tent," in time it came to mean a " center of
activity," the stage or scene on which a person acted out his life. Once God actsto
recongtitute the nation of Israel, an entirely new scene of activity will develop on earth.
The prophet Isaiah declared, And | will restore thy judges as at thefirst, and thy counselors as a
the beginning, afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city (Isa. 1:26). The
presence of these men on the earth, in the Kingdom of God, will have a profound effect
on every man in Israel. Speaking to histwelve gpostles, Jesus said unto them, Verily | say
unto you, that ye which have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man shall st in the throne of
His glory, ye dso shdl st on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of |gad (Mat. 19:28).
Obvioudy, thisimpliesthefulfillment of the prophet Elijah who, "truly shall first come,
and restore all things' (Matt. 17:11). At the sametime Ezekid makesplain: And | will set
up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even My servant David; he shall feed them, and he
shall be their shepherd. And | the Lord will be their God, and my servant David a prince anong them; |
the Lord have spoken it (Ezek. 34:23-24). The literd fulfillment of these conditions describes
what the nation can expect to happen during the time of divine government. Only God
is capable of producing thismiracle. Failure on the part of the rapturists to comprehend
the scope of this great work of God makes it impossible for them to appreciate the
significance of the events leading up to the so-called rapture.

As we turn our attention to the terms of the Davidic covenant, we read in 2
Samud, And as snce the time that | commanded judges to be over My people Israd,
and have caused thee to rest from dl thine enemies. Also the Lord tdleth thee that He
will make thee an house (2 Sam. 7:11). This term "house’ must refer to David's
physica descendants, for the Lord goes on, And when thy days be fulfilled, and
thou shdt degp with thy fathers | will set up thy ssed after thee, which shall proceed
out of thy bowes, and | will establish his kingdom He shdl build an house for My
name, and | will estadlish the throne of his kingdom forever (2 Sam.7:12-13). This
term "forever" (Heb.-olam) is not primarily concerned with unending time, but of
the work of God in respect to the eon; that is atime when God will flow out to the
nation of Israel. The Scripture goes on, | will be his Father, and he shall be My son.
If he commit iniquity, | will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes
of the children of men: but My mercy shal not depart avay from him, as | took it
from Saul, whom | put away before thee. And thine house and thine kingdom shall
be established forever before thee: thy throne shall be established forever (2 Sam.
7:14-16). The word "throne" in this passage is the symbol of David's authority and



right to rule.

A number of highly significant facts emerge from this important passage. One of
these makes plain that following the death of the man, David, God promised, "I will
set up thy seed after thee which shall proceed out of thy bowels." This promise of
God is confirmed in the book of Chronicles which states, "I will raise up thy seed
after thee, which shall be of thy sons' (1 Chron. 17:11). There can be no doubt but
what this passage has specific reference to David's son, Solomon. We read
confirmation of this promise in 1 Kings 8:20 where Solomon dedared: And the Lord
hath performed His word that He spake, and 1 am risen up in the room of David
my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built a
house for the name of the Lord God of Israel. There can be no doubt that in the day of
Solomon's prominence, this promise was literaly fulfilled. Further evidence of this
awesome promiseismade plainin 1 Chronicles 22:9-10: Behold, ason shall bebornto
thee, who shall be a man of rest; and | will give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his
name shall be Solomon, and | will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days. He shall build an
house for my name; and he shall be my son, and | will be his father; and | will establish the throne of
his kingdom over Israel forever. However, as Dr. C.I. Scofield makes plain in his notes
in The Scofield Reference Bible, this was "fulfilled first in Solomon, and finally
fulfilled, later, in Christ." This indisputable fact is reveded in Luke 1:31-33. Note
the words of the angel Gabrid: And, behold, thou shall conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call His name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be
called Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His
father David: and He shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of His king-
dom there shall be no end.

Another significant fact sandsout in 2 Samud 7:12, whereit states, "'l will set up thy
seed after thee" This statement reaches far beyond the man named Solomon, and |
believe it reaches forward to Jesus Chrigt, who is the Messiah. Thisis the Onein and
through whom every spiritua and physical blessing, asit relates to the nation of Israd,
will be fulfilled. Paul in writing to the Galatians said, Now to Abraham and his seed
were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one.
And to thy seed, which is Christ (Ga. 3:16). Chrigt therefore becomes the seed
identified with the collective seed of Abraham. 2 Samud 7:14 adds, "I will be His
father, and He shall be My Son." It is not possible to escape the facts reveded in the
Gospdl of John that have distinct reference to the unique relationship between the
Father and the Son. Take note of John 17:1-2: ... Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy
Son, thet Thy Son dso may glorify Thee: as Thou hast given Him power over dl flesh (humanity),
that He should give eternd life to as many as Thou hast given Him. Verse 8 addsthis, For |
have given unto them the words which thou gavest Me; and they have received them, and have
known surely that | came out from Thee, and they have believed that Thou didst send Me.



Recognize that God the Father is the source of every spiritual blessing flowing out to
Israel and the nations. Also, obsarve closdly the words of Jesusin John 17:21 -24, That
they al may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and | in Thee, that they also may
be one in Us. that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. And the glory
which Thou gavest Me | have given them,; that they may be one even as We are
One: | in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one; and the
world may know that Thou hast given Me, be with Me where | am; that they may
behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the
foundation of the world. This truth exalts the majestic role which will be fulfilled by
the Father and the Son in the fulfillment of the Davidic covenant. David clearly
understood that this covenant would be fulfilled in the future with Messiah ruling
from the heavens.

The problem faced by the rgpturistsis their ins stence that the Davidic covenant will not
be fulfilled until after the parousa of Jesus Chrigt, during the millennium. | hold that
Christ will reign over David's throne on earth and over David's people, Israd, forever or,
more precisaly, with respect to the eon. This Smply meansthat every aspect of the Davidic
covenant mugt find its definitive fulfillment during the flow of the manifest Kingdom of
God. These days are synonymous with Eonian Times and the Day of Chrigt, during which
God will flow out to every nation on earth, including Isradl. Thisfact has provento bea
maor obstacle to the rapturists who find it difficult to rdate to the fact thet this covenant
Is forever, not spedificdly in the sense of time, but as the gradud fulfillment of an
unconditional covenant flowing out of God. Once God's present digpensation of grace
gands completed, the greet river of prophecy will again begin to flow. The psamist David
declared, There is ariver, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the
holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High (Psa. 46:4). God's present
Dispensation of Grace is an essential work of God to establish the fact that grace is
the dominant aspect of His character. Once this great river of prophecy begins to
flow, every detail of the Abrahamic, the Palestinian, and the New covenant will
come to fruition.

One of the highlignts of that prophecy, as reveded in Danid 11:36 ad in 2
Thessalonians 2:4, points to the appearance of the man of sin, or the beast, an
incarnation of Satan, who seats himsdlf in the future temple of God, in Jerusdem,
demanding that dl men worship him. This event marks the beginning of the time of
Jacob's trouble, or the Great Tribulation which we have already discussed. What is
highly significant is the fact that while Isragl and the nations will experience atime
of universal testing, Israel is miraculously preserved by God. This creates much
frustration for the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent called the Devil, and
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him (Rev. 12:9). It is ds0 a that time when to the woman



(Igad) were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the
wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for atime, and times and half a
time, from the face of the serpent (Rev. 12:14). Note that this time of tribulation is
three and one-haf years and not seven years as the rapturists insist.

This event bringsinto focus Paul's words found in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 where we
aretold: The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
then we which are aive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Two
distinct companies of men are gpoken of in this passage. Thefirst are those who are
"the dead in Christ." These are the martyrs of Israel and the nations who willingly
lay down their lives in protest to the demands of the beast, and have refused "to
receive amark in their right hand, or in their foreheads' (Rev. 13:16). Thereisnot a
man living today nor anyone lying in the grave that can match this description.
These are men who have been produced by the Kingdom judgments of God, called
"the children (sons) of the Kingdom™" (Matt. 13:38). The second company of men
addressed in Thessdonians are "we which are dive”" Once again this has
absolutely no reference to any man living today, whether or not he or she may be a
bdiever in Jesus Christ. This fact standing aone destroys the myth of the so-called
imminent rapture of the Church. We are not living today in what the rapturists
fasay cdl "the Church age.” Thisisafigment of their imagination. It discountsthe
fact that dl of mankind are now living in the awesome day of the Dispensation of
Grace. This day will not end in the "rapture of the saints" but in the manifest
Kingdom of God.

In dealing with the issue of the rapture, it is important to note that the term is
nowhere to be found in the Bible. The actua word trandated " caught up together” is
the Greek word arpazo, which means "to forcibly seize upon” or “to take to onesdlf
with force." Acts 8:38-39 speaks of both Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch, whom
Philip baptized (identified as a believer): ... and he baptized him. And when they
were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away (arpazoo) Philip,
that the eunuch saw him no more: and went his way rgoicing. Here was an actud
physical departure of Philip by the agency of the Holy Spirit. This word occurs
again in 2 Corinthians 12:2-4 to describe a supernatural experience of Paul. He
states, "such an one caught up (arpazo) to the third heaven." Here Paul was
witnessing to the glories of paradise he had shared. An important occurrence of this
word is aso found in John 10:28-29, where Christ said, And | give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck (arpazo) them out of
My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than al; and no man is able
to pluck (arpazo-to sdze, cgpture, or lay hold upon them) them out of My Father's hand.




Additiondly, this shows the absolute guarantee of the security of the believer in
Christ.

This message is inherent to Paul's statement in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, where we
read, For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout (an authoritative
command), with the voice of the archangel (Michael, Jude 1:9) and with the trump
of God: and the dead in Christ (martyrs) shall rise first; then we which are aive
and remain shall be caught up (arpazo) together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever (dways) be with the Lord. There can be
absolutdy no doubt as to whom Paul referred. | am convinced this refers to the
future generations of millions of God-fearing men in Israd, including the Apostle
Paul. An unknown number of these men can be classified as "martyrs,”" who will
be willing to lay down ther lives in defense of the testimony of Chrigt, rather than
yield to the indgdious demands of the man of sin. Even if they are cdled upon to die,
they can rest assured that their death will be very brief, at most three and one-half
years.

This spectacular globa event will be seen and heard world-wide. It will mark a
supreme moment of triumph for Christ, when He descends from heaven to be
personally present upon earth for 1,000 years. This magestic scenario occurs after
the tribulation when a the time then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in
heaven: and then shall al the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son
of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory (Matt. 24:30).
These martyred dead are part of Christ's honored escort to meet the Lord as He
descends to the earth to take up His earthly reign in the Millennium. This glorious
event, which involves the resurrection of the saints from the dead to join in the
triumphant return of Christ to the earth, belongs to the future—it is NOT imminent
at thistime.

It stands to reason that since this event will occur in the Day of the Lord and at
the parousia of Christ, it cannot be imminent as most of these presumed Bible
scholars proclaim. What they fail to grasp is that God's next move is to assume
sovereignty over this earth, with all men upon it (the living) and al men in it (the
dead). | believe this position is Scriptural, logical and true. | urge all men who
think otherwise to subscribe to Paul's admonition to "examine yourselves, whether
ye be in the faith; prove your own selves' (2 Cor. 13:5).



THE SEQUEL—THE THOUSAND-YEAR REIGN AND THE DAY OF GOD

The culmination of the manifest Kingdom of God will lead mankind into the
glorious 1,000-year reign of Jesus Christ here on earth which is known as the
Millennium. For the previous five centuries men will have enjoyed the
unprecedented blessing of divine government. All of the awesome promises that
relate to the cessation of hostilities, the enlightenment of mankind, and God's
triumph over sin and death will open wide the door to the reign of Christ. The
literal fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant, the Palestinian covenant, the Davidic
covenant, and the New covenants will usher mankind into that majestic era of
unparaleled peace and tranquility. Every purpose of God, as it relates to the
inception of the 1,000-year reign of Christ, will have been fully achieved. Every
Old Testament prophecy will reach a final and definitive fulfillment in the earth at
the time of the parousia of Jesus Christ.

The exalted nation of Isragl will emerge from the great tribulation as the most
eminent nation upon the face of the earth. Isragl's rise to prominence will astound
every other nation. At that time, the great promise of God, spoken by Moses in
Deuteronomy 7:6, will be fulfilled to the letter: For thou art an holy people unto the Lord
thy God: the Lord thy God heth chosen theeto be agpeaid people unto Himsaf, above dl the peoples
thet are upon the face of the earth. The Apostle Peter adds these words, But ye are a chosen
generation, aroyal priesthood, an holy nation, apeculiar people (for His possession); that ye should
show forth the praises of Him who heth called you out of darkness into His marvelous light (1
Peter 2:9). Israel will yet be set in a place of prominence that will excel that of any
nation in the earth. She will enjoy that place of service and honor in the earth
during the manifest Kingdom of God. As the manifest Kingdom begins to
converge on the great Millennium, Israel will enjoy the redization of her role in
the earth that will be hers during the 1,000-year reign of Christ. This goa of her
preeminence is clearly spelled out in the words of the prophet Isaiah who said,
"For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations
shal be utterly wasted" (Isa. 60:12). The surviva of the nations in the Day of the
Lord will be contingent on their recognition of the importance of the nation of
Isragl in the plan and purpose of God.

Her rise to prominence in that day belongs to the sequel of the time of divine
government. Nations having been restructured by God, during the Kingdom of God, will
live Sde by Sde with Igad to give honor and glory to the exdted King of kings and Lord
of lords. The prophet Zechariah declared, And the Lord shal be King over al the earth: in that
day shal there be one Lord, and His name one (Zech. 14:9). All of the conglomerations of
religion tha now persist in the earth will vanish into obscurity. The letha grip that
these false religions now hold over men will have been broken by the power of the



Spirit of God. The Apostle Paul declared, Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him,
and given Him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:9-11).

This trangtion from darknessinto light will be the result of centuries of the infusion
of light into the earth. No man living upon the earth in that day will fal to have been
fully enlightened regarding who Chrigt is and what He is in the sight of God. The
realization of thisimportant purpose of God will produce a people living on the earth
who have finally yielded to the syoremacy of Jesus Christ. As of this moment in
time, the name of Jesus Christ continues to be despised by men who travel under
the banner of "religious freedom." During the Kingdom of God, and as the result of
the work of the Holy Spirit, every man, woman, and child will come to know that
Jesus Christ and God, the Father, are one in essence, in deity, and in glory. Moses
speaking on behalf of the people of Isragl asked, Pardon, | beseech Thee, the iniquity of this
people according unto the greatness of Thy mercy, and as Thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even
until now. And the Lord said, | have pardoned according to thy word: but astruly as| live, dl the earth
shall befilled with the glory of the Lord (Num. 14:19-21).

Although al mankind will be the recipients of these majestic blessings, they do not
terminate with the parousia of Jesus Christ. Because of the fact that Hisglory cannot be
measured, mankind, living in the sequel of the days of the Kingdom of God, will be
privileged to enjoy an ever-expanding knowledge of the glory of the Lord. In the words
of the prophet Habakkuk, we read, For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory
of the Lord, asthe waters cover the sea (Hab. 2:14). Isaiah declared, Of the increase of his government
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the Lord of
hosts will perform this (Isa. 9:7). This phrase "from henceforth and forever" is atrandation of
the Hebrew idiom meaning "in perpetuity.” The implementation of this work of God
has both an eonian perspective (ever-flowing out of God), and applies equally well to
thereign of the great Son of David. The 1,000-year reign of Christ will be characterized
with absolute justice and peace. Nations will grow in spiritua stature before the Lord.
The idea that some negative conditions will continue to persist which violate these
divine decrees is inconceivable.

It should also be recognized that at the time of the so-called "rapture,” meaning the
parousia of Jesus Chrigt, this sinister being who once said, | will ascend into heaven, |
will exat my throne above the stars of God: ... | will be like the Most High (Isa. 14:13-14),
will be found bound for athousand years, .. . that he should deceive the nationsno more, till the
thousand years be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed alittle season (Rev. 20:2-3). After



“the thousand years are expired," Satan shall be loosed out of his prison for a brief
time after which the devil that deceived them (the nations) was cast into the lake of fire and

brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are (were cast) . . . (Rev. 20:10). Here he shall be
destroyed. No man, no angelic being, or Satan himsdlf, entering into the lake of
fire will ever see life again; it is the final destruction, and there is no recovery
from "the second death” for men as well. Satan's destruction will liberate every
man from his despicable work of deception and malignity. The result of his final
demise means that "the last enemy that shal be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:26).

Following this moment of triumph when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then
shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put al things under Him, that God may be
dl indl (1 Cor. 15:28). Thisgod of God, to be evarything to everyone, will be reached
as a definitive fulfillment at the conclusion of the millennial reign of Jesus Christ.
Every consequence of sin having entered into the world (Rom. 5:12) will be dedlt
with by God in His determination to create an environment in which righteousness
will exist. Every barrier to men's peaceful existence in the earth and their capacity
to enjoy life flowing out of God to the fullest will be the direct result of the victory
Christ will enjoy over every principality or power since all things were created by
Him, and for Him: and He is before al things, and by Him all things consist. And
He is the head of the body, the church (He is the sum of the substance of the out-
called ones): who is the beginning, the first born from the dead; that in all things
He might have the preeminence (Col. 1:16-18). His exdted podtion cannot be
described in human terms. We embrace this profound truth based on our relationship
to Jesus Christ by faith.

As the result of this incredible victory Christ will achieve, billions of men who
have successfully lived out their lives on earth during the manifest Kingdom of
God will continue their venture into an ever-increasing knowledge of the Lord. The
1,000-year reign of Christ will provide this glorious opportunity. God, who is
infinite in knowledge and in truth, will lead humanity forward in time to experience
even more of the glories that personify the Lord Jesus Christ. The future destiny of
the nations is revealed in the book of Zechariah: And it shall come to pass, that every
one that is left of al the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up
from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, to keep the feast of the
tabernacles. And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of al the families of the
earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, even upon them shall
be no rain (Zcch. 14:16-17). These divine directions will not be repealed during the
Millennium.

Isaiah explains most clearly: For as the new heavens and the new earth, which |
will make, shall remain before Me, saith the Lord, so shal your seed and your
name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and
from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before Me, saith the



Lord. And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of men that have trans-
gressed against Me: for their worm shall not die (symbol of unending shame),
neither shall their fire be quenched (symbol of their destruction); and they shall be
an abhorring unto al flesh (Isa. 66:22-24).

The consummation of these conditions will pave the way for that time when the
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His
people, and God Himself dal be with them, and be their God. And God shall
wipe away al tears from their eyes; and there shal be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shal there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away (Rev. 21:3-4). These are the conditionsthat describe the eterna state,
and those which will characterize the Day of God, beyond the Millennium. Alas,
the psalmist has said, Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him
in the firmament of His power. Praise Him for His mighty acts, praise Him
according to His excellent greatness.... Let every thing that hath breath praise the
Lord. Praise yethe Lord (Psa 150:1-2, 6).

CONCLUDING COMMENTARY

During the course of the preparation of this study, the author reviewed in detail
many different books and essays dealing with the rapture issue. Without a single
exception, not one of these writers understands, prior to the fulfillment of the
events recorded in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17, that there will be a significant period
of divine government on the earth. What the rapturists have done is to proclaim
that God's next move on mankind is the imminent rapture of the church. In so
doing, they have failed to recognize that the fulfillment of God's magestic
covenants made with the nation of Isragl must precede the parousia of Jesus Christ.
The great expectation of the blessed hope, pertaining to the unveiling of the glories
of Jesus Christ, has been ignored at the expense of the presumed rapture theory.

It is becoming increasingly obvious that any real expectation of the sudden
removal of the believers to heaven is clearly an illuson. Men have been deceived
into thinking that Christ will reign at any moment. | believe that Satan is ultimately
responsible for this mass deception and many churches are its willing dupes. As
the days of God's present dispensation draw toward a close, | believe that men's
hearts will grow weary of this bankrupt doctrine. Solomon, the man unto whom
God gave exceedingly great wisdom and understanding, declared, "Hope deferred
maketh the heart sick” (Prov. 13:12). | believe this rapture doctrine has a very
bleak future. My fervent prayer is that God in His infinite grace may enlighten the
eyes of al men to perceive the truth, which is that the hope of mankind lies in the



promise of the Kingdom of God and divine intervention.
THE END - # MSS10



"Margaret's Reveation," as mentioned earlier, was first published in Robert Norton's
Memoirs of James & George Macdonald, of Port Glasgow (1840), pp. 171-176.
Norton published it again in the The Restoration of Apostles and Prophets; In the
Catholic Apostolic Church (1861), pp. 15-18. The revelation shown here is as it

APPENDIX A," MARGARET'SREVELATION"

appearsin Norton's 1840 book, asfollows
1 "It wasfirg the avful Sate of the land that was pressed upon
2 me. | saw the blindness and infatuation of the people to be very
3 gredt. | felt the cry of Liberty just to be the hiss of the serpent, to
4 drown them in perdition. It was just 'no God.' | repested the
5 words, Now thereis didress of nations, with perplexity, the sees
6 and the waves roaring, men's hearts falling them for fea—now
7 look out for the 9gn of the Son of man. Here | was made to stop
8 and ary out, O it is not known what the Sgn of the Son of man
9 s the people of God think they are waiting, but thy know not
10 what it is. | fdt this needed to be reveded, and that there was greet

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
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darkness and error about it; but suddenly what it was burst upon me
with agloriouslight. | saw it wasjust the Lord himsdlf descending
from Heaven with a shout, just the glorified man, even Jesus; but
that dl mug, as Stephen was, befilled with the Holy Ghog, that
they might look up, and see the brightness of the Father'sglory. |
saw the error to be, that men think that it will be something seen be
the natural eye; but 'tis spiritua discernment that is needed, the eye
of God in his people Many passageswerereveded, inalight in
which | had not before seen them. | repeated, 'Now is the kingdom
of Heaven like unto ten virgins, who went forth to meet the
Bridegroom, five wise and five foolish; they that were foolish took
their lamps, but took no oil with them; but they that were wise
took ail in ther vesselswith thelr lamps”' 'But be ye not unwise,
but understanding what the will of the Lord i, and be not drunk
with wine wherein is excess, but befilled with the Spirit.' Thiswas
the ail thewisevirginstook in their vessds—thisisthelight to be
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kept burning—the light of God—that we may discern that which
cometh not with obsarvation to the naturd eye. Only those who have
the light of God within them will seethe 9gn of his gppearance. No
need to follow them who say, see here, or seethere, for hisday shall
be asthe lightning to those in whom the living Chrigt is. Tis Chrigt
in usthat will lift us up—heisthe light—Ttis only those thet are
divein him that will be caught up to meet himinthear. | saw

that we mugt bein the Spirit, that we might see spiritud things.
John wasin the Sairit, when he saw athrone s&t in Heaven—Bit |
saw that the glory of the minidiration of the Spirit had not been
known. | repested frequently, but the spiritud temple must and

ghdl bereared, and the fullness of Chrigt be poured into his body,
and then shdl we be caught up to meet him. Oh none will be
counted worthy of this caling but his body, which isthe church, and
which must be acandlestick dl of gold. | often said, Oh the
glorious inbresking of God which is now about to burg on this
earth; Oh the glorious temple which is now about to be reared, the
bride adorned for her husband; and Oh what a holy, holy bride she
must be, to be prepared for such aglorious bridegroom. | said, Now
ghdl the people of God have to do with redities—now shdl the
glorious mystery of God in our nature be known—now shdl it be
known what it isfor man to be glorified. | fet that the revelation of
Jesus Chrigt had yet to be opened up—it is not knowledge about
God thet it contains, but it is an entering into God—I saw that
therewas aglorious breeking in of God to be. | fdt asElij ah,
surrounded with chariots of fire. | saw asit were, the soiritud
temple reared, and the Head Stone brought forth with shoutings of
grace, grace unto it. It was aglorious light above the brightness of
the sun, that shone round about me. | fdt that those who werefilled
with the Sairit could see sairitud things, and fed waking in the
midgst of them, while those who had not the Spirit could see



58 nothing—so that two shdl bein one bed, the one taken and the

59 other left, because the one has the light of God within while the

60 other cannot seethe Kingdom of Heaven. | saw the people of God

61 inanawfully dangerous Stuation, surrounded by netsand
entanglements, about to be tried, and many about to be decalved

and fdl. Now will THE WICKED be reveded, with dl power and
sgnsand lying wonders, so that if it were possible the very dect will
be decaived—This isthe fiery trid whichisto try us—It will be

for the purging and purifying of the red members of the body of
Jesus, but Oh it will be afiery trid. Every soul will be shaken to the
very center. The enemy will try to shakein every thing we have

69 bdieved—but thetrid of red faith will be found to honor and

70 praseand glory. Nothing but what is of God will sand. The

71 gony-ground hearers will be made manifes—the love of many will

72 wax cold. | frequently sad that night, and often since, now shdll

73 theawful dght of afdse Christ be seen of this earth, and nothing

74 but theliving Chrigt in us can detect thisawful attempt of the

75 enemy to decalve—for it iswith dl decaivableness of unrighteous-

76 nesshewill work---hewill have a counterpart or every part of God's
77 truth, and an imitation for every work of the Spirit. The Spirit must

78 and will be poured out on the church, that she may be purified
79
80
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and filled with God—and jugt in proportion as the Soirit of God
works, 50 will he—when our Lord anoints men with power, so will
81 he Thisisparticularly the nature of thetrid, through which those
are to pass who will be counted worthy to stand before the Son of
man. Therewill be outward trid too, but ‘tis principally temptation.
It is brought on by the outpouring of the Spirit, and will just
increesein proportion asthe Spirit is poured out. Thetrid of the
Church isfrom Antichrig. It isby being filled with the Spirit thet
we shd| be kept. | frequently said, Oh befilled with the
88 Spirit—havethe light of God in you, thet you may detect Satan—be
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89 full of eyeswithin—be clay in the hands of the potte—submit to be
0 filled, filled with God. Thiswill build the temple. It isnat by might

91 nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord. Thiswill fit usto
enter into the marriage supper of the Lamb. | saw it to be the will of
God thet dl should befilled. But what hindered the red life of God
from being recaived by his people, was thar turning from Jesus, who
Isthe way to the Father. They were not enteringin by the door.

For heisfathful who hath sad, by meif any man enter inhe

shdl find pasture. They were passing the cross, through which
every drop of the Spirit of God flowsto us. All power that comes
not through the blood of Chrigt isnot of God. When | say, they

100 arelooking from the cross, | fed thet thereis much in it—they

101 turn from the blood of the Lamb, by which we overcome, and in
102 which our robes are washed and made white. There are low

103 viewsof God's holiness, and aceasing to condemn sninthe

104 flesh, and alooking from him who humbled himsdf, and mede

105 himsdlf of no reputation. Oh! it is needed, much needed a

106 present, aleading back to the cross. | saw that night, and often

107 dnce, that there will be an outpouring of the Spirit on the body,

108 such as has not been, abaptism of fire, that dl the dross may be put
109 away. Oh there mugt and will be such an indwdling of theliving
110 God as has not been—the servants of God sedled in their

111 foreheads—great conformity to Jesus—his haly, holy image seen
112 in his people—just the bride made comdy by his comeliness put
113 upon her. Thisiswhat we are & present made to pray much for,
114 that speedily we may dl be made ready to meet our Lord in the
115 ar—and it will be. Jesuswants hisbride. His dedre istoward us
116 Hethat shdl come, will come, and will not tarry. Amen and Amen.
117 Even socomelLord Jesus.”
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