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(1) I am admonishing you, therefore, |, the bound one in the Lord, to
order your behavior in a manner worthy of the position A in which you have
been placed, B

(2) With al humility A and meekness, with petience, bearing with one
another in love,

(3) Giving diligence to safeguard the unity A of the Spirit in the uniting
bond of peace:

(4) One A body B and one Spirit, C even as you were placed D asoin
one expectation of your position;

(5) One Lord, A onefaith, B oneidentification, C

(6) One God and Father of al, A Who isover dl, and through all, and in
al.

(7) Now to each one A of us B was C given the grace D in accord with
the measure of the gratuity of the Christ.

(8) For thisreason A He is saying: "Reascending on high, He captures
captivity, B and gives gifts to mankind."

(9) Now this, "He reascended,” what can it mean except that He first
descended also into the lower parts, that is, the earth? A

(10) He Who descended is the same Who reascended also, up over all of
the heavens, A in order to befilling B al these.C

(11) And this same One indeed constitutes A the apostles, B the
prophets, C the evangelists, D the shepherds E and teachers, F

(12) With aview to the proper outfitting A of the saints, for the work of
dispensing, B for the building up of the body of Christ, C



(13) Unto the end A that we should al attain to the unity of the faith,
and the realization of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the full stature
of the complement of the Christ,

(14) That we A may no longer be minors, surging hither and thither and
being caried about by every wind of teaching, according to men's
cleverness, with aview to the methodizing B of the error.

(15) But, being true, in love we should be making all grow up into Him
A Who is the Head, even Chrig,

(16) Out of Whom A the entire body, being joined closely together and
united together through every joint of supply, in accord with the operation of
each single part, is making for the growth of the body, for the upbuilding of
itsdlf in love.

(17) This, therefore, | am saying and attesting in the Lord that no longer
are you to order your behavior as the nations A order their behavior, in the
futility of their mind,

(18) Being those who have had their understanding darkened, having
been alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them,
because of the callousness of their hearts,

(199 Who, being past feeling, in greed give themselves up with
wantonness to al .uncleanness as alifestyle.

(20) Y ou, however, have not thus learned the Christ;

(21) Since, surely, Him you hear, and by Him were taught, even as the
truth isin Jesus,

(22) To strip off from you, as regards your former manner of life, the
old man, A which is corrupted in accord with its seductive desires,

(23) And be rgjuvenated in the spirit of your mind,

(24) And to put on the new man which, in accord with God, isin truth
being created in righteousness and loving-kindness.

(25) Wherefore, putting away lying, let each be speaking truth with his
fellow-man, seeing that we are members of one another.

(26) If you are angry, beware of sinning. Do not let the sun go down on
your wrath,

(27) And do not leave any room for the adversary.

(28) Let him who is steding, steal no more; A but rather let him be
toiling, working with his hands that which is good, that he may have to share
with one who has need.

(29) Let no putrid A word at al be going forth out of your mouth, but
whatever word may be good toward needful edificetion, that it may be
giving grace to those hearing.

(30) And do not be grieving the Holy Spirit of God in which you are



sealed A for the day of redemption.

(31) Let al hitterness A and fury and anger and clamor and slanderous
speech be taken away from you with al malice;

(32) And become kind to one another, tenderly compassiorete, dealing
gracioudly A with one another, even as God also in Christ deals gracioudy
with you.

NOTES ON THE VERSION

4:1 (A) Thisis klesis, which means a position. (B) Thisis kaleo, the verb
from which klesis is derived. It means to position, to name, to designate. To
invite, or summon is a secondary meaning. These are believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ, positioned as individuals in the dispensation of the grace of
God. Face up to the fact that thisis avery difficult position.

4:2 (A) See James 4:6. We ascribe to God credit for all that we may be or
do.

4:3 (A) We do not create this unity of the Spirit. We are asked to
safeguard it.

4:4 (A) Paul now declares the seven great principlesin which all saints of
al calings meet. (B) This is soma, which basically means substance or
essence. Thisis the material out of which a glorious outcalling will be con-
stituted. There never has been and there never will be but one substance that
God has given to men. He gives them of what Christ is. (C) This is God's
Holy Spirit, the One Who came upon the soldiers of Saul (1 Sam. 19:20),
and the 120 at Pentecost (Acts 2). (D) The one common hope held out to all
men at al times by the Word is that they can be alive and upon the earth in
the day when God governs. There is no other hope (Psa. 37:22).

4:5 (A) Thisisthe Jehovah of the O.T., the Lord Jesus Christ of the N.T.
(B) The "one faith" is that in which a man takes God at His Word and
responds accordingly. All men of faith meet on this principle. It now centers
in the record God has given of His Son. (C) | dare here to trandate baptisma.
This word speaks of an identification, one that involves a merging, includes
a commitment, and establishes a relationship. Does the reader have this
identification .in relationship to Christ? The word baptisma is also applied to
a water ritual, but this is a secondary and derived meaning which is not in
the picture here.

4:6 (A) Every member of God's family at al times and under al dis-
pensations. And while we are a unique company of believers, we are not



unique in regard to these seven points of unity.

4:7 (A) At this point Paul looks back and makes known to these bdievers
the divine conditions and arrangements that characterized and operated in
the Acts period. (B) We must go forward to verse eleven to find out to
whom this plural pronoun applies. It applies to the God-appointed and
gualified apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and teachers. For the
sake of brevity, Paul omits thirteen other appointments. ( C) Edothe isthe
aorist tense and should be rendered was, not is. ( D) This grace was
everything needed to fully and properly perform the functions of the position
given to them. If they could neither read nor write, and they needed to do so,
they were given this ability.

4:8 (A) Paul shows that the unusua gifts of the Acts period were in
harmony with O. T. declarations. (B) He took those who were the captives
of Satan and made them His own captives. We are not free. We are the
bound ones of Christ Jesus.

4:9 (A) This is the genitive of gpposition. "Lower parts' is defined by
"the earth."

4:10 (A) If "heavens' here means places, then He is not in any heaven,
and this would contradict Luke 24:51. These are heavenly beings. He as-
cended over and above al these. (B) The best place to fill anything is from
above. (C) Thisista ponta, which means' al these," and points back to "the
heavens."

4:11 (A) When didomi is used of an office or position, it signifies "to
congtitute:' (B) The commissioned ones, the most important' office of the
Acts period. (C) A prophet is one who speaks the Word of God on any
subject. There are no prophets today. To quote Scripture on any subject is
not prophesying. Holy men of old spake as they were moved by God. They
did not smply repeat or expound Holy Writ as we do today. (D) Men who
spoke the evangel or gospel by inspiration. ( E) The Gk. is poimen, trans-
lated in KJV "shepherd seventeen times, and "pastor” one time. ) The
instruction put forth by those congtituted "teachers’ in the Acts period came
to them by divine inspiration. It was divine truth from God.

4:12 (A) The Gk. is katartismos, which means to be equipped aong
certain lines. This is why the gifts were given. (B) The Gk. is diakonias,
from which we get the word "deacon.” (C) The essence or substance (body)
of Christ was built up on earth by the gifts given to men.



4:13 (A) The Gk. is mechri, which speaks of the end in view when God
gave giftsto men.

4:14 (A) This refers to the entire outcalled company that will function so
perfectly and glorioudly in the day when God governs. (B) The Gk. hereis
methodela.

4:15 (A) Thisisnot the way it is today, but we have God's Word that this
will be afuture redlity.

4:16 (A) He gives of Himself so that the outcalled ones may become
what He is.

4:17 (A) The word "other" here in the KJV is an unwarranted addition to
God's Word.

4:22 (A) Paul uses figurative language here which we should not change
into literdl.

4:28 (A) This admonition, along with that of verse 25 indicates that Paul
was not writing to the beloved friends spoken of in Acts 20:32-38.
4:29 (A) The Gk. is sapros which means rotten, diseased, bad, foul.

4:30 (A) The believer has been sealed, a single past action that continues
effectively until the god is reached.

4:31 (A) A list of the six most common sins, beloved by many, that the
Spirit of God stands ready to take away from usif we will only let them go.

4:32 (A) Thisis one of the most important passages to be found in Paul's
fina epistles. It declares that God's present method of dealing is gracious.
Y et, this great and all-important truth is completely covered and lost by the
mistranslation in the KJV. The common word for "forgive" does not appear
in this passage. The Gk. is charizomai, from the word charis (grace) which
means to bestow a benefit on one who deserves punishment, i. e. to ded
gracioudly. Paul could not have said this when he wrote to the Corinthians,
inview of 1 Cor. 11:30.
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