
millennium and a half later! Moreover, He stated that Sodom will have 
a “more tolerable” outcome in the day of judgment than Capernaum 
because of this. How unexpected this is! The people of a city that God 
destroyed completely might actually find some grace in the day of 
judgment to come? Can this possibly be? 

The answer is a resounding “Yes!” The Lord Jesus was not speak-
ing without Old Testament precedent here. Ezekiel, in his striking 
condemnation of the extreme corruption and wickedness of the 
Judean capital of Jerusalem, declared of them in Ezekiel 16:46-47, 
“Your elder sister is Samaria, who dwells with her daughters to the 
north of you; and your younger sister, who dwells to the south of 
you, is Sodom and her daughters. You did not walk in their ways nor 
act according to their abominations; but, as if that were too little, 
you became more corrupt than they in all your ways.” Jehovah stun-
ningly revealed to Jerusalem that they had become more corrupt than 
Sodom itself. What a condemnation of what is elsewhere called the City 
of God! 

Yet this depressing reality leads to another startling revelation, 
this one of almost unbelievable grace, in Ezekiel 16:53-55, “When I 
bring back their captives, the captives of Sodom and her daughters, 
and the captives of Samaria and her daughters, then I will also bring 
back the captives of your captivity among them, that you may bear 
your own shame and be disgraced by all that you did when you com-
forted them. When your sisters, Sodom and her daughters, return to 
their former state, and Samaria and her daughters return to their 
former state, then you and your daughters will return to your former 
state.” Jehovah revealed through Ezekiel that Sodom will be restored 
to its former state, to the humiliation of Jerusalem. He seems to imply 
that, since He cannot break His promises to Jerusalem and so must 
restore them in spite of the fact that their wickedness now exceeds 
that of Sodom, He therefore must in all fairness restore Sodom as 
well. This will humiliate Jerusalem certainly, but what grace it will 
show upon wicked Sodom! It does not seem that Jehovah ever needs 
very much incentive before He is willing to show grace. 

This disclosure raises some very interesting questions. Might even 
some of those wicked men who gathered around Lot’s house be 
restored in that future, restoration day? Might even Bela, the Son of 
Evil, and Birsha, Wickedness, themselves be restored? For surely, they 
must be among those Christ implies would have changed their ways if 
He had done His mighty works among them. All we can do is wait and 
see just how far God’s grace will go. 
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Sodom: Its Fall and Startling Future 
By Nathan C. Johnson 

 

The city of Sodom is first mentioned in Genesis 10:19 as one of a 
series of cities of the Canaanites: Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and 
Zeboiim. To these is added Zoar in Genesis 13:10. All these cities were 
Canaanite cities, the Canaanites being descendants of Ham through 
his son Canaan. Sodom apparently means “burning.” This meaning 
could refer to the burning lusts its inhabitants were known for, but 
also the city is most famous for being burned to destruction by the 
punishing fire of God sent from heaven. 

Sodom and its sister cities were rich and desirable. We read of 
this in the second mention of Sodom in Genesis 13:10, “And Lot lifted 
his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered eve-
rywhere (before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the 
garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go toward 
Zoar.” (New King James Version throughout) The result was that 
Abraham’s nephew Lot chose this land for himself, as we learn in 
Genesis 13:12. However, this was only viewing the outward circum-
stances of the city. The inner character of the people of Sodom is 
revealed in Genesis 13:13, the fourth mention of the city in Genesis, 
“But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against 
the Lord.” 

In the fifth verse that mentions the city, Genesis 14:2, we are 
introduced to its king. His name is Bera, which Brown, Driver, and 
Briggs in their lexicon define as meaning “Son of Evil.” His brother, 
king of Gomorrah, is named Birsha, which multiple lexicons agree is 
derived from the word for wickedness. If these derivations are correct, 
these cities were not only wicked, but their leaders reveled in their 
wickedness, boasting about it even in their names.   

In Genesis 14, we learn that the five kings of these wicked 
Canaanite cities went to war with four other kings: the kings of Shinar, 
Ellasar, Elam, and Goyim. We do not read about the character of these 
kings, but it could hardly have been worse than that of Sodom. The 
four kings defeated the five kings, looted their cities, and took their 
people captive. This was what they deserved, but Abraham’s nephew 
Lot, who had moved into Sodom, was taken with them. This report 
was brought to Abram (prior to his being renamed Abraham), and he 
went into action to save his nephew. Genesis 14:14 tells us, “Now 
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when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his 
three hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his 
own house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan.” This sounds like a very 
good plan, until we consider that Abram’s men were probably trained 
in household duties, not warfare. How could he stand against four 
already-victorious kings? Abram had an advantage over these four  
kings: he had the LORD on his side, and with His help he defeated the 
four kings and brought back the spoil of the five wicked cities. 

This was a pivotal moment for Abraham. The wicked king of 
Sodom met him in Genesis 14:17, and clearly desired to draw Abraham 
into alliance with his city such as he had already done with his weak 
nephew, yet he was forestalled. Melchizedek, the King of  
Righteousness, met with Abraham first. Abraham listened to him, and 
gave him a tithe. Afterwards, the King of Evil gave his offer in Genesis 
14:21, “Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, ‘Give me the persons, 
and take the goods for yourself.’”  Abraham saw through his plot: “But 
Abram said to the king of Sodom, ‘I have raised my hand to the Lord, 
God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, that I will take 
nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take 
anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram 
rich’’”  (Genesis 14:22-23). Abraham knew that Bera only wanted to 
obligate him so that he could control him later. Abraham would have 
none of it, refusing the riches that the king of lust offered him. He 
would rather give his wealth to the King of Righteousness than to take 
riches from the King of Evil. Thus, Abraham was spared from this 
unwise alliance. 

It was not long before the wisdom of Abraham’s course and the 
foolishness of Lot’s course became clear. When Jehovah Himself and 
two of His angels came to visit Abraham, Jehovah elected to reveal to 
His chosen one what He was about to do with Sodom. “And the Lord 
said, ‘Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and 
because their sin is very grave, I will go down now and see whether 
they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has 
come to Me; and if not, I will know,’” (Genesis 18:20-21). Though He 
did not say so, Jehovah’s clear implication to Abraham was that, if He 
found the city really was as wicked as the report He had heard of it, 
then He would destroy it. Abraham recognized this, and because he 
knew his nephew Lot was living there, he pled for the city. He obtained 
Jehovah’s promise that if there were ten righteous people in the city, 
then He would not destroy it. Alas, there were not ten righteous ones 
found there. In fact, Lot was apparently the only righteous one there. 
We can tell this from the stories Genesis later tells us of his corrupted 
family, and from Peter’s testimony in II Peter 2:7 that Lot himself was 
righteous. 

Jehovah sent His two angel companions into the city, and Lot took 
them into his home as guests. That night, however, the truly horrific  

character of the people of Sodom became clear. Genesis 19:4-5, “Now 
before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both 
old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the 
house. And they called to Lot and said to him, ‘Where are the men 
who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may know 
them carnally.’”  The Author emphasizes to us that it was all the men 
of the city of all ages who were involved in this attempted homosexual 
rape of the two angels. From this account, we can see exactly how 
much the city was given over to violence and perversion. 

The angels escaped by miraculously blinding the men of the city, 
and then they urged Lot and his family to leave the city. When Lot 
could not extricate all his family in time, the angels dragged him, his 
wife, and his two daughters out. Jehovah urged Lot to flee to the 
mountains, but he pled to be allowed to flee to Zoar instead, 
suggesting it was too small to require destruction. Jehovah graciously 
granted this request, and we read in Genesis 19:23-25, “The sun had 
risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. Then the Lord rained 
brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the Lord out of 
the heavens. So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhab-
itants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.” Thus Sodom was 
punished and destroyed for its exceeding wickedness and sin against 
Jehovah. 

Interestingly, this is not the last we read of Sodom in the Bible. As 
Jude says in the seventh verse of his book, “as Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given 
themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, 
are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.” 
What Jude says is true. Sodom and its sister cities are used as an exam-
ple in multiple places in the Bible long after their destruction. Moses, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, and Zephaniah in the Old Testament; 
and Christ, Peter, Jude, and John in the New Testament all refer to the 
example of Sodom this way. 

As we might expect, Sodom is often used as an example of wick-
edness, and its overthrow as an example of God’s wrath against sin. 
Yet there are a few notable and surprising examples that differ from 
this. One is in the startling words of the Lord Jesus Christ regarding 
Sodom in Matthew 11:23-24. “And you, Capernaum, who are exalted 
to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works 
which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have re-
mained until this day. But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.”  The Lord 
here revealed that a most surprising fact is true. If, instead of merely 
entering Sodom to see if it was as wicked as He had heard, He had en-
tered Sodom as He entered Capernaum, doing mighty works and 
proclaiming God’s truth, it would have resulted in them changing so 
completely that they would have still existed at that time, more than a  


