who expected to be invited in because they thought they knew the
Lord, but His response was to “depart from Me” (Luke 13:27).
Likewise, many in our day might believe they have said a certain
prayer, gone to church, “been water baptized,” paid tithes, etc., but
they have not entered into the relationship of faith that seals them
for eternity with the Savior. “The gate is wide and the way is broad
that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through
it” (Matt. 7:13). Alternatively, the path to life is narrow “and there
are few who find it” (Matt. 7:14). The answer is a matter of
perspective. A low percentage can still be a large number, but more
importantly, are you on the right path and will you be included?

The Lord also told of a great banquet in Luke 14:16-24, and in
His teaching, many people make excuses of why they cannot
attend. The Lord also tells stories that demonstrate there is a cost
to being a disciple, just as there is a cost of building a tower or a
cost to a king going out to war. Everyone needs to consider the cost
of rejecting the Savior. Nobody has the strength to oppose God, but
He provides a way to be on His side. “All our righteous deeds are
like a filthy garment” (Isa. 64:6). While the day of death is still
future, send “a delegation and [ask] for terms of peace”
(Luke 14:32). Jesus is that peace and we should intentionally unite
with Him for eternal life.

Abraham said: “Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?”
(Gen. 18:25), and Abraham trusted that He would. But the good
Judge will not pardon the guilty unless they are justified. Any guilty
party must have his offenses properly paid for. An individual’s sin
will certainly be paid for either by his own death or the death of
Jesus Christ offered as a “free gift” (Rom. 6:23) to all who would
believe. The Lord can certainly consider hypothetical situations and
outcomes that we cannot know about, such as what He said regard-
ing Capernaum: “for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which
occurred in you, it would have remained to this day” (Matt.
11:23). He does know the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Humans are often prone to judge themselves leniently and con-
vince themselves that God would think the same. God has revealed
the key to salvation is belief (faith) in Him and His word. Outside of
that anyone is in an iffy place. “He who is of God hears the words
of God” (John 8:47). Eternal life is not something to take lightly or
take a gamble with, but rather to intentionally aim for the sure way.
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Salvation Speculations and Certainties
By Andrew Brown

The rich young ruler asked a question that needs to be
answered by every individual: “what shall | do to inherit eternal
life?” (Luke 18:18, NASB 1995 throughout). Some suppress the
longing to know. Others choose to doubt the existence of the
Creator God, even though "His invisible attributes, His eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being
understood through what has been made, so that they are
without excuse" (Rom. 1:20). Others of us have been stirred to
know the true God and put work into accurately handling His word
(2 Tim. 2:15). If we seek to understand the question of eternal
(aionios, flowing) life from the Bible, there is much to consider.

Rather than look within humankind, the answer to the question
of eternal life must be sought from the words of the Living God who
said, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My
ways” (Isa. 55:8). The ruling Jew who asked Jesus about eternal life
addressed Him as "Good Teacher." The Lord knew the inner
workings of the man's heart. “And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you
call Me good? No one is good except God alone’” (Luke 18:19). A
faithful response would have been, “I call you good because you are
God,” as the logical deduction from Jesus’ statement. This man
lacked faith in Christ's true character and this is where Jesus
started, but then the Lord directed the conversation to the Law that
would lead one to Christ, “so that we may be justified by faith”
(Gal. 3:24).

Throughout Scripture, justification by faith (or belief) is how
inheriting eternal life is settled. The words faith and belief are both
translated from the same word in the New Testament Greek: Pistis.
“And without faith it is impossible to please Him” (Heb. 11:6).
Faith is consistently the way to please God throughout the entire
Bible. When Jesus was asked the question of what one must do to
work the works of God, He answered not with any plural works but
with THE WORK, singular, that would please God. “This is the work
of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent” (John 6:28-29).
This work is what God desires.

To hone in on how to have faith in our day, the gospel of John
was written for the specific purpose of producing believers with
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a belief that would supply eternal life; "But these have been
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31).
John’s Gospel clarifies the necessity of belief. “That whoever believes
will in Him have eternal life” (John 3:15). This verse is immediately
before the famous John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish, but have eternal life.” If one does not believe, he will
perish. “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does
not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on
him” (John 3:36). The Word of God emphasizes that certainty
regarding eternal life depends on belief in Jesus. Not obtaining life is
also established through unbelief: “Therefore | said to you that
you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that | am He, you will
die in your sins” (John 8:24). If one does not believe in Jesus there are
grave consequences.

“Jesus said to [Philip], ‘/l am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through Me’” (John 14:6). As Peter
boldly proclaimed, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of
eternal life” (John 6:68). We have no other place to go since salvation
is found in Him alone. “And there is salvation in no one else; for there
is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Jesus led the rich young ruler to
realize that the true riches of life are held by Him and he ought to rest
in that rather than in uncertain riches. Christ is the cornerstone on
which everything else is built. His word repeatedly reveals that full and
flowing life of unending duration hinges on belief in Him.

The gospel of John unveils copious information about the Messiah
and His character that supplies us with what to believe. It is this belief
that seals the believer (Eph. 1:13) with the Holy Spirit. Most people in
this country or with internet access have easy access to the Bible, and
along with this access the opportunity to know and believe in Christ.
Understanding this, we can question how God will determine the des-
tiny of those who lived before the message of Christ was circulated, or
those who have not heard of Jesus and had a chance to believe in Him.

Paul’s case for Abraham in Romans 4 is one place that shows faith
was still of utmost importance long before Christ. “For what does the
Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness’” (Rom. 4:3). In other studies, we established a Biblical
definition of faith and how it is a right response to a word from God.
What if someone did not have a word from God? In S&B164 “Fearing
God and Working Righteousness,” Otis Q. Sellers deals with the re-
quirement that individuals be found doing things they know are right
and abstaining from things they know are wrong. Cornelius was a
righteous, God-fearing man BEFORE God sent Peter to him with the
gospel. If Cornelius rejected the words of God that Peter brought,

rather than responding in faith, he would have lost everything and not
been righteous or God-fearing anymore. No actual atheist or actual
agnostic is working righteousness. “For he who comes to God must
believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek
Him” (Heb. 11:6).

Individuals today can face the question of eternity with
confidence if they believe that Jesus is the Christ and so are
identified with Him. The man who asked Jesus, “Lord, are there
just a few who are being saved?” (Luke 13:23) was perhaps
distracted with wondering about the broader picture of the
population. Jesus did not answer him with numbers. We can
attempt to answer this question through Bible passages, but it
remains a judgment call to say if the numbers are great or small. In
a multitude of people is a king’s glory, (Prov. 14:28). God's
Kingdom will be filled with a multitude of people, but if we
compare this number to the vast number of people who ever lived,
perhaps it could be considered small. The book of Zechariah reveals
a percentage to those of us who are mathematically minded or
curious about God’s leniency. (For example, the twelve patriarchs
do not all seem to be examples of righteous, believing men, but
God has shown they will live in His Kingdom.) “It will come about
in all the land,” declares the Lord, ‘that two parts in it will be cut
off and perish; but the third will be left in it”” (Zech. 13:8). Here
the Lord reveals that God will cut off 2/3 of Israel and allow only
1/3 to enter the land of Israel. “And | will bring the third part
through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, and test them as
gold is tested. They will call on My name, and | will answer
them” (Zech. 13:9). This verse would establish that 33% of Israelites
will be allowed to enter the land. If you consider the high
percentage of idolatrous Israelites throughout history, 33% could
seem to be rather high. In Elijah’s day: “Yet | will leave 7,000 in
Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal and every mouth
that has not kissed him” (1 Kings 19:18). This is an incredibly low
percentage that God reserved at that wicked time. It seemed so
small Elijah mourned that he was the only one left in 1 Kings 19:14.

The Lord in His infinite knowledge, however, did not answer the
question in Luke 13:23. So perhaps getting caught up in this
pondering is foolishness and answering it irrelevant. Jesus’ response
provided this counsel: “Strive to enter through the narrow door;
for many, | tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able” (Luke
13:24). The Lord directs them to put effort into their own entrance.
Everyone needs to purposefully direct their own endeavors to
believe rather than being distracted with the masses and possible
exceptions. What does it matter if many are saved but you are left
out and not able to enter? The Lord then tells a story about people



