God (the logos of John 1:1) prior to His birth in Bethlehem as
the incarnate Messiah.

This event resulted in Nebuchadnezzer’s second recorded
acknowledgement of Jehovah. Nebuchadnezzar spake, and
said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, who hath sent his messenger (Heb: mal'ak
(H3398)), and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and
have changed reversed the king's word, and yielded laid
down their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any
god, except their own God. Therefore | make a decree,...
because there is no other God that can deliver in this manner
(Dan 3:28-29).

The story of “the fiery furnace” is often used to teach

young believers about the value of being faithful to God and
being faithful to who they are: that is, followers of Jesus the
Christ. But there is a cautionary question to ask: Is it God's will
at the present time to directly intervene and save believers
from tyrants or from horrible incineration? No; His will today is
to be gracious, and if He cannot be gracious, then He will not
act at all. This is consistent with the record that He has been
composing over His long silence, the 2,000 years of the current
Dispensation of Grace.

Seed for the Sower - Bread for the Eater - Isaiah 55:10
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Lessons from Daniel Chapter 3
By Mark Hammond

Daniel chapter 1 introduced four key Jewish personages of
the Book of Daniel. These included the book’s namesake Daniel
(Belteshazzar), and Hananiah (Shadrach), and Mishael
(Meshach), and Azariah (Abednego). All were male youths
(Heb: yeled, Strong’s word H3208) of the royal house of Judah.
In the third year of King Jehoiakim, these four Jews were
carried off to Babylon along with many others as captives.
There they were castrated, ostensibly to prevent the propaga-
tion of Judah's royal lineage. We could speculate that this act
was Satanically encouraged; it is consistent with an attempt to
deny the Jews their promised Messiah, King David’s seed and
heir to his throne.

Subsequently, the four Jewish captives were placed under
the tutelage of Ashpenaz the captain of the eunuchs and
Melzar his deputy, with the key goals of learning the official
Babylonian governmental language (Aramaic) and then serving
in the king's palace. These four Jews distinguished themselves
by honoring Jehovah’s law without imposing themselves. They
refused to defile themselves with portions of the king’s food
that had been offered to idols, and so they refrained from the
situational morals of “when in Rome, do as the Romans.”
Jehovah blessed these four youths physically as we are told,
And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared
fairer and fatter in flesh than all the ehildren youths which did
eat the portion of the king's meat delicacies (Dan 1:15). God
also mentally blessed the four to such an extent that we are
told, And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that
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the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better
than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his
realm (Dan 1:20).

Following the events recorded in Daniel chapter 2 (detailed
in Seed & Bread 365) and the divinely-enabled interpretation
of the king’s dream, Daniel requested that the King
Nebuchadnezzer install his three Jewish companions,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, as governors over the
affairs of the province of Babylon.

In the events of chapter 3, Daniel is conspicuously missing,
but his companions, now governors, were front-and-center
and literally in the “hot seat.” Nebuchadnezzar the king made
an image which was gold(en), the height threescore cubits,
the breadth foundation thereof six cubits: he set it up in the
plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon (Daniel 3:1). Dura
was located some 95 miles to the southeast of Babylon, so
travel for a large group to this location would have been delib-
erate. In Daniel 3:2, the entourage of officials constituted
Nebuchadnezzer's Heb: gahél (H6951); his provincial out-
called. The term "golden image" translated from the Aramaic
selem (H6755) literally means a “representation.” This begs the
guestion: a representation of what? This image was a creation
of human hands and it was meant to be worshiped as a god, a
substitute for the Deity. This idol is not described as a golden
man (Dan 2:32), nor as a golden calf, (Exodus 32:4), nor as a
winged man-beast (Assyrian lamassu), nor any other creature.
Rather, the object's simple description (60 cubits high with a 3
cubits x 3 cubits base) corresponds to an obelisk. An obelisk
is the most basic form of a phallic idol, a pagan symbol of

male fertility. Covered with gold leaf, this idol represented

a high-class version of the Asherah poles, the form of idol
worship supplied to Israel by the Canaanite nations. For
reference, see 1 Kings 18:22, and the 24 occurrences in the
KJV of the Heb. 'dsérg (H842).

In Daniel 3:4, we read "the herald cried aloud"...who
instructed him to herald this message? This becomes clear
later on, in verse 10. In the meantime, government officials
complained to Nebuchadnezzer and accused maliciously
(Aramaic: 'akal (H399)) the Jews, referring to specific Jewish
officials present (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abenego). In verse
12, men of the Chaldeans ("wise men" which is understood in
Aramaic as the learned class) targeted their accusations at the
three Jewish men. King Nebuchadnezzer then lashed out at
them and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do you
not serve my gods, nor worship the golden image (idol)
which | have set up? (Dan 3:14). This question was followed in
verse 3:15 by “who is the god that shall deliver you out of my
hands?“ From this rhetorical question we can discern that the
Nebuchadnezzer of Daniel chapter 2 had comingled Jehovah,
Daniel's God, into his own pantheon of "gods"; the king had
not yet recognized Yahweh Mephalti (Jehovah - the
Deliverer). The events progressed with the mighty Babylonian
soldiers binding the three Jews, and then loosing their lives to
the 7-times-heated furnace when they cast in the Jews. When
the furnace began to cool down a bit, the king drew near the
entrance and was confounded at what he saw, He answered
and said, Look! | see four men loose of the bindings, walking
in the middle of the fire, and they have not been harmed;
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. [Dan 3:24].
The king witnessed a theophany; a manifestation of the Son of



