garment in order to receive healing, “But Jesus turned himself
about” [G1994] “and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good
comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole.” And the woman was made
whole from that hour. At the end of Nebuchadnezzar’s proclamations, we
must consider one question, “Does this still sound like the same idol-
worshiping, pagan monarch that we were introduced to back in Daniel
chapters 2 and 3?” | recently watched an online video, wherein the teacher
concluded that he was not persuaded of Nebuchadnezzar’s conviction. As
evidence, he quoted Daniel 4:17 in the KIV, “... for the spirit of the holy
gods is in thee,” citing this as the words of a pantheistic pagan and not
pausing to catch the reference to the “Holy Elohim” in the original text. It is
true that in the backstory context, Jehovah had used King Nebuchadnezzar
as an instrument to punish the Jews, and He had permitted the pillaging of
His holy city Jerusalem and His holy temple. He had allowed His people, the
“people of the promise,” to be carried off into captivity as slaves. The pagan
Babylonians could conclude that having vanquished the Jews, then obvious-
ly the idols that they prayed to were superior deities to that of Israel’s God,
Jehovah Elohim.

Nevertheless, the answer to our one question is a resounding "No! The
king has acknowledged Jehovah and submitted to Him." Verse 37 expresses
a reversal of character by Nebuchadnezzar after he had fallen into the hands
of the Almighty; he reversed course from idol worshiper to believer in the
supreme God; from prideful, boastful monarch of the known world, to a
ruler humbled before God. This change is conveyed succinctly by the
Prophet Daniel if we look ahead to the subsequent chapter in Daniel 5:18-
23. Daniel commends the deceased king, who had humbled his heart to
Jehovah and turned away from the gods fabricated by human hands ... in
stark contrast to his grandson King Belshazzar.

Nebuchadnezzar has obtained an inheritance; a place in God's (Heb)
6lam malkat - His everflowing kingdom. Daniel Chapter 4 should give us all
cause to pause and to reflect. If Jehovah were to reach out and directly
touch the hearts and minds of every living human being, what would the
response resemble? If a powerful, egotistical, pagan king, ruler of ancient
Babylon, can complete a transformation into a believer in Jehovah, then this
illustrates the power of God which is capable of transforming almost
anyone. “Anyone” includes but is not limited to aborigines, atheists,
Muslims, prostitutes, materialists, murderers — all of us sinners who reach
the place where we recognize that we need Jehovah the Savior (Jesus).

Seed for the Sower - Bread for the Eater - Isaiah 55:10
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Lessons from Daniel Chapter 4
By Mark Hammond

If the book of Daniel chapter 3 can be characterized as Jehovah’s
confounding of pagan King Nebuchadnezzar’s plans, then Daniel chapter 4 can
be described as Jehovah'’s transformation of the king.

Chapter 4 opens in a peculiar literary fashion: not as a Hebrew narrative,
but as a proclamation declared by none other than King Nebuchadnezzar him-
self. Perhaps Daniel was the transcriber of the proclamation, but we are not
told this. Nonetheless, the message is initiated with a salutation to all peoples
under his dominion, that is, the known world: “... Peace be multiplied unto
you!” (Dan 4:1). (King James version throughout, unless otherwise noted).
This is clearly not the language of a despot issuing orders or demands. Contin-
uing with his introduction, the king attributes his new attitude to signs and
wonders worked by the “high God" in his life. This term is used four times in
this chapter in verses 4:2, 4:17, 4:24, 4:25, 4:32 and 4:34. The word translated
“high,” Hebrew fillay (Strong’s word H5943), should be translated the
"Highest" One or the "Supreme" One; in scripture it is applied to Jehovah
alone.

Nebuchadnezzar proceeds with the theme of his declaration. “How great
are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation” (Dan 4:3).

Here we encounter a transcendent truth. The phrase “everlasting
kingdom” is composed of two nouns in construct form, the second noun func-
tioning as an adjective, malkat (H4437), which should be understood as a
“government” — specifically a monarchy, paired with the Aramaic word ‘alam
(H5957), a construct noun which means an “outflowing,” and functions as an
adjective. See Seed and Bread SB029, “Kingdom Means Government,” and
Seed and Bread SB127, “Olam And Aion,” for an exploration of these two
terms. This phrase "outflowing kingdom" and its companion phrase
“outflowing dominion” (Saltan ‘Glam) occurs in the writings of Daniel five
times; in Daniel 2:44, 4:3, 4:34, 7:14, and 7:27. This phrase is coupled to a
prepositional idiom, a noun repeated for emphasis, with a conjunction, dar
dar (H1859). Noun repetition is to be understood similarly to the phrase “king
of kings.” The singular form of the word dar properly means a cycle, a circuit,
a season or a period, and this explains why the word is commonly translated
“generation” in English. In Daniel 4:3, this phrase can be rendered, “... his
dominion in conjunction with the pre-eminent period.”


mailto:seedandbread1935@gmail.com

King Nebuchadnezzar continues the declaration by recounting a recent
dream which disturbed him enough to call in his “magi;” the magicians, the
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers of Babylon. When these wise
men were unable to explain the dream to him, the king brought in Daniel of
the Jews, seemingly as a final resort; the same Daniel who had interpreted his
dream in Daniel chapter 2. The king greeted him in his Aramaic name
“Belteshazzar,” and with a platitude, "great wise man," Aramaic rab harttom
(Strong’s words H7229 and H2749).

The king’s dream centered around a great tree, symbolizing
Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom/dominion, which ruled the known world and its
inhabitants (symbolized by the birds & animals cited in the dream). The
dream description continues, “I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed,
and, behold, a watcher sentry that is to say a holy one descending from the
heavens;” (Dan 4:13). The term rendered “watcher” in the KJV is the Hebrew
word 7r (H5894), which literally means "one that stays awake," which is a
sentry or a guard. Combined with “holy one,” we are to understand this is an
angelic being. See Daniel 12:1 for a historical example.

The next language figure we encounter reads, “Let his heart be changed
from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times
pass over him” (Dan 4:16). The term “heart” is employed as a Hebrew figure
of speech meaning “the mtelllgence or the instincts of a being”; in English we
can best translate this as “mind.” Also, we recognize that the term rendered
“times” is not definitized; the language does not tell us if these times
represent 7 lunar cycles, 7 seasons or 7 years.

Dan 4:17, “This matter declaration is by the deeree determination of the
watchers sentries, and even the demand sentencing by through the word of
the holy ones: te-the-intent-that-theliving-may-knew until such time as that
the living ones they may know that the Most High (Jehovah) ruleth in the
kingdom of men humankind, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and
setteth up over it the basest humbled ones of men.” This message is deemed
applicable to the living ones. It represents a transcendent truth, one that is
meant for our consideration, even today.

The king continues in Daniel 4:18, ...“all the wise men of my kingdom are
not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for
the spirit of the hely-geds Holy Elohim is in thee.”

The last phrase in Aramaic reads rdah gadisin 'éldhin, composed of a sin-
gular construct noun (H7308) followed by a plural absolute adjective (H6922)
that modifies the plural absolute noun (H426). Hiding in plain sight is a com-
mon name of God. “Elohim” is a designation for the Hebrew’s God found here
in its Aramaic form. We note that Aramaic is devoid of capitalization, as is
Hebrew; the context is key to discovering this “hidden gem” that the transla-
tors apparently missed. It is not strange that God is described as the Holy
(plural) Elohim (plural). This combination occurs in the Old Testament Hebrew
equivalent words (H6918 and H430), specifically in Joshua 24:19.

Daniel responds by conveying the dream’s interpretation; “It is thou, O
king, that art grown and become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and
reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth.”
(Dan 4:22). Clearly the tree is symbolic of King Nebuchadnezzar and his
dominion/power.

“And whereas the king saw a wateher sentry, a holy one coming down
from heaven, and saying, ‘Hew the tree down!’”... (Dan 4:23)

“This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most
High, which is come upon my lord the king:” (Dan 4:24)

As a general rule involving prophesy (God’s word) describing the future,
it is important that we do not attempt to reinterpret the divinely provided
interpretation!

“... till thou knew understand that the Most High (Jehovah) ruleth in
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will” (Dan 4:25).

“... after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule”
(Dan 4:26). In this verse, the word “heavens” serves as a synonym for God.

Subsequently, King Nebuchadnezzar regressed, he became prideful and
his ego became inflated. We read in Daniel 4:30, The king spake, and said,
“Is not this great Babylon, that | have built for the house of the kingdom by
the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?”... At this point
the king lost his mind. Daniel 4:33, “... and he did eat grass (field grains) as
oxen...”

Daniel 4:34, “At the end completeness of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar
lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto
me [his "human heart"], and | blessed the most High, and | praised and
honored the One that has life everflowing” [Aramaic: chay ‘Glam, Strong’s
words H2417 and H5957], “whose dominion is an everflowing dominion,
and his kingdom commensurate with the preeminent period” (Aramaic: dar
dar).

Daniel 4:37, “Now | Nebuchadnezzar am praising and exhorting and
honoring the King of heaven (Jehovah), all whose works are truth, and His
ways judgment: and those that walk in pride He is able to bring down
low.” (Hammond Resultant Version)

Modern expositors are divided in their opinions regarding
Nebuchadnezzar and look for evidence of the king's "conversion." In contrast
to this, we should recognize that "conversion" is a made-up theological term.
The two occurrences of “conversion” in the KJV (Isaiah 6:10 and James 5:19)
when explored, quickly shed light on this. James 5:19-20 reads, “Brethren, if
any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him know, that
he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.” These verses contain two
occurrences of epistrephé (Strongs word G1994) which contains the acceler-
ating prefix epi and means "to completely turn about in the opposite
direction," that is, to "do a 180 degree reversal in our thinking or actions.”
The same usage occurs in Matthew 9:22, a sick woman touched Jesus’



