Lord Jesus Christ, deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus”
(1 Cor. 5:4-5).

The name of the Lord Jesus Christ was invoked to command believ-
ers. Those associating with the disorderly were to obey a directive of
avoidance. “But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disor-
derly and not according to the tradition which he received from us. For
you yourselves know how you ought to follow us...” (2 Thess. 3:6-7).

The Lord commanded that His followers believe on His name. “And
this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment”
(1 John 3:23).

Post Acts

The great name of Jesus has been highly exalted. “Therefore God
also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those
in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).

We are to be giving thanks through the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. “...giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).

Paul repeats this admonition in the book of Colossians. “And what-
ever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him” (Col. 3:17).

The LORD has needed to protect and defend His great name ever
since the fall, when sin entered into His creation. The one who had been
entrusted to “cover” God’s great name betrayed that trust; it would
seem that besmirching His name has been Satan’s goal ever since. God
has determined to defeat sin and death. After the cross, God advanced
His dealings with mankind and His great name was invoked to bring in
the blade stage (Mark 4:26-29) of God’s kingdom. All of the declarations
concerning God’s great name to the nations are waiting for the head
stage of Mark’s prophecy, the manifest kingdom of God. All upon this
earth will be conformed to Him in this awesome day of Christ, and all
people everywhere will praise, revere, and honor God’s great name.
May He hasten the Day!

Seed for the Sower - Bread for the Eater - Isaiah 55:10
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God’s Great Name

By Robert Juneau

In Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare famously wrote, “What's
in a name? That which we call a rose, by any other name would smell as
sweet.” This is a great rhetorical question. Just what is in a name?

All nouns name people or things to designate who or what they are.
Children are named after family relatives or ancestors. People often
name their children based on their hopes for the child. In Biblical times,
names would often be given in connection to the circumstances in which
children were born, as Abraham did. Isaac means “he laughs” because
Abraham and Sarah both laughed at the promise of a child in old age. See
Genesis 17:17, 18:13-15, and 21:1-7. We should never call God by any
name other than the one which He has given to us to use and honor. But
like Shakespeare's rose, if God were to be called by some other name,
would it change who He is? What is far more important than the desig-
nation given for God is the reputation that is inherent in His name. This
aspect of God can only be known by the study of Scripture. More than
His moniker, it is His reputation, His character, and His person that make
Him praiseworthy. All these are what God protects and guards through-
out Scripture; preserving, defending, and upholding His great name.

Old Testament

The Psalms are replete with declaring God’s great name. For
You are my rock and my fortress; Therefore, for Your name’s sake, Lead
me and guide me (Ps. 31:3) (NKJV used throughout) Blessed be the
name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. From the
rising of the sun to its going down the LORD’s name is to be praised
(Ps. 113:2-3). The LORD is great in Zion, and He is high above all the
peoples. Let them praise Your great and awesome name - He is holy
(Ps. 99:2-3).

Through the prophet Nathan, The LORD tells King David that his seed
after him will build a house for the Lord. God’s name is intrinsically
connected to His house, the temple. “He shall build a house for
My name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever”
(2 Sam. 7:13).
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Shortly after God destroyed the walls of Jericho before Israel, they
lose a battle with Ai on the east side of Bethel. Joshua pleads with the
LORD, asking what it would do to His great name if Israel loses to her
enemies. “For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will
hear it, and surround us, and cut off our name from the earth. Then
what will You do for Your great name?” (Josh. 7:9)

Samuel chides Israel for their insistence on having a king to reign
over them when it was the LORD Himself who was their King. The LORD
sends rain and thunder during the wheat harvest to show His displeasure
with them. It is for God’s great name that He will not forsake them. “For
the LORD will not forsake His people, for His great name’s sake, because
it has pleased the LORD to make you His people” (I Sam. 12:22).

Jeremiah warns Israel not to be like the nations around them who
are involved in idol worship. The LORD was to be King over Israel, but also
of the nations. His name is great in the world. “Inasmuch as there is none
like You, O LORD (You are great, and Your name is great in might), who
would not fear You, O King of the nations? For this is Your rightful due.
For among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms,
there is none like You” (Jer. 10:6-7). The LORD’s rightful due will be a
reality in the manifest kingdom of God.

When Israel was scattered among the nations, they profaned God’s
name. Israel is to be the people through whom all the nations of the
world will come to know Him. Even when Israel is failing to this end, more
than His concern for Israel, God is concerned with His holy name. “But |
had concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned
among the nations wherever they went. Therefore say to the house of
Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: | do not do this for your sake, O house
of Israel, but for My holy name’s sake, which you have profaned among
the nations wherever you went. And | will sanctify My great name,
which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned
in their midst; and the nations shall know that | am the LORD,’ says the
Lord GOD, ‘when | am hallowed in you before their eyes’” (Ezek. 36:21-
23). The LORD’s great name will not be profaned, but exalted and
hallowed, in the manifest kingdom of God.

In the last book of the Old Testament, God is displeased when Israel’s
priests offer defiled sacrifices to Him. This passage shows again that Israel
was meant to be a light to the nations. God will protect and defend His
name among the nations. “I have no pleasure in you,” says the LORD of
hosts, “Nor will | accept an offering from your hands. For from the rising
of the sun, even to its going down, My name shall be great among the
Gentiles; in every place incense shall be offered to My name, and a pure
offering; for My name shall be great among the nations,” says the
LORD of hosts. “For | am a great King,” says the LORD of hosts, “and My
name is to be feared among the nations” (Mal. 1:10-11, 14). The LORD’s

name will be great and will be feared among the nations in the manifest
kingdom of God.

Throughout the Old Testament, the LORD (Jehovah) has needed to
defend and protect His great name. This has been true ever since that
great fall Satan took when he rebelled against God. Irony is added to this
tragedy when we understand that Satan was the very one who was
tasked with protecting and defending God’s great name, the one who
would “cover.” “You were the anointed cherub who covers; | established
you; You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked back and forth
in the midst of fiery stones” (Ezek. 28:14).

New Testament

Understanding that Jesus Christ is Jehovah is an important fact to
have fixed in the mind of the believer for comprehension of all the things
associated with His name. The great name of Christ Jesus is connected to
all that we see God doing in the New Testament. The work of the cross
restored Israel’s broken covenant, paving the way for God to usher in the
early stage of the kingdom of God recorded in the book of Acts. The great
name of Jesus Christ is the channel through which all of the power of the
Holy Spirit was made available to God’s church (Gk.-ekklesia).

Christ’s most excellent work on the cross elevated God’s great name
immeasurably. The greatness of God’s name is manifested through the
name of Christ Jesus. The Gospel writer declares that life itself is found in
the name of Jesus. ..but these are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have
life in His name (John 20:31).

Healing power was found in the great name of Jesus. Then Peter said,
“Silver and gold | do not have, but what | do have | give you: In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk” (Acts 3:6).

Signs and wonders were manifested through the great name of Jesus:
“by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may
be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus” (Acts 4:30).

Evil spirits were cast out in the great name of Jesus. But Paul, greatly
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “ command you in the name of
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour (Acts
16:18).

Unity is found through the great name of Jesus. “Now | plead with
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10).

Through the great name of Jesus Christ, punishment for sin within
God'’s ekklesia is meted out. “In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when
you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our



