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This summer, Milwaukee will host the dozenth
Word of Truth conference that | have been involved
with. This year we are considering the amazing truth,
first brought forward by this ministry’s founding
director Mr. Otis Q. Sellers, that the earth, not
heaven, is the future home of God’s redeemed.

I, like most Christians, was brought up thinking
that my hope was to live forever in heaven. Though
my parents taught me that | would receive eternal life
through resurrection, not through death, | still
thought that | would be resurrected to live in heaven.
When | was seventeen years old, | started to read and
examine the 1940s writings of Mr. Sellers. | found
that his early work described the same view | had
learned about heaven. | started with the first volume
of his work in my family’s collection, which we had
inherited from my great-grandmother Eva Clark. It
was Volume 1V of The Word of Truth Magazine. As
| read through the subsequent volumes of The Word
of Truth, I followed Mr. Sellers as he started to rec-
ognize and uncover the truth about the kingdom of
God. He found that there had to be more to the
kingdom of God before the tribulation period than
the Bible teachers he had followed up to that point
had realized. He suggested that this period would be
21 years, but then he drew the conclusion that it must
be much longer. | read his grand announcement that
there must be a premillennial kingdom of God. As |
read his arguments, | saw the difficulties he was
dealing with, and realized the astuteness of his
answers. Yet it still seemed to me that these kingdom
events were things that concerned Israel and the
nations who happened to be living on earth at that
time, and had nothing to do with me, since | would
be living in heaven and would not be a part of it. Yet
as Mr. Sellers discovered and set forth the glories of
that kingdom, | felt more and more disappointed to
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be cut off from such wonderful events that God
planned to bring to pass on earth.

By the time I got to Volume XI11 of The Word of
Truth Magazine and read Mr. Sellers’ article, “The
Earth Not Heaven Is the Future Home of God’s
Redeemed,” | was nineteen years old, in college, and
had read the Bible through about five times for
myself. When Mr. Sellers made his bold claim that
the Bible never sets forth heaven as the hope of a
future home for anyone, but rather that it repeatedly
sets forth statements like “the meek shall inherit the
earth,” | stopped and thought about what he had said.
| realized, from my own knowledge of the Bible, that
he was right. The idea that anyone should look
forward to heaven as his future home never came
from the Bible in any passage that | could remember.
| determined to pay attention my next time reading
through the Bible to make sure, but after five times
of reading it, | was quite certain that he was right. It
was as though a veil that had covered this truth and
obscured it had been removed, and now | could see
what the Bible had been saying all along. That
experience was, in a way, an “un-brainwashing,” and
it was an experience | will never forget.

In this year’s conference, we are going to
examine this stunning truth that Mr. Sellers brought
forward and that | learned over thirty years ago. We
will consider both what the Bible says about heaven
and what it says about the earth, and which place
God’s Word truly sets forward as the future home of
all those whom God has redeemed. We will seek to
learn what the Bible truly glorifies as the “blessed
hope” we all should be looking forward to. | pray that
many of you will be able to join us in Milwaukee for
this exciting and rewarding study.

Nathan C. Johnson
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Living a Legacy of Truth

By Andrew Brown

"For truth has stumbled in the street, and
uprightness cannot enter. Yes, truth is lacking; and he
who turns aside from evil makes himself a prey"
(Isa. 59:14-15, NASB 1995 throughout). This passage
often comes to my mind as it seems truth is on the
chopping block these days. People are growing
accustomed to seeing truth maligned. Young and old
alike are told that truth is relative and that anyone can
choose what is "the truth to them." Satan, the god of
this evil eon (Eph. 2:2), would desire to push everyone
to be so helpless and frustrated over the issue, that
they would toss their arms up and question with
Pilate, "What is truth?" (John 18:38). Believers must
"be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour”
(1 Pet. 5:8). The truth is definitely on Satan's menu
these days.

Actually, truth has always been the target of evil.
Jeremiah was told to run through the streets of
Jerusalem to see if he could "find a man, if there is one
who does justice, who seeks truth." If he could find
one, the Lord said, "then I will pardon her" (Jer. 5:1).
The importance of truth cannot be overstated. If truth
were sought by one person, the entire city would be
saved. Unfortunately, Jeremiah's results were
disappointing. The small and the great of God's city,
even with the temple, all "with one accord, [had]
broken the yoke and burst the bonds" (Jer. 5:5). In a
world where truth is trodden upon, how does
someone live?

Clearly truth is of utmost importance to our Lord
and Savior, who rescues us from death and darkness
and brings us into life. "Truth is in Jesus." (Eph. 4:21).
If we soak up His words, they permeate all aspects of
life. Colossians 3:5 instructs us to crucify or put to
death the sins of the flesh in order to live more fully to
God. We should not merely mentally assent to God,
but allow Him to change and transform us. "Lay aside
the old self which is being corrupted...and that you be
renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new
self, which in the likeness of God has been created in
righteousness and holiness of the truth" (Eph. 4:22-24).
The Word of God will be alive and active within us as
we look for opportunities to share this life-giving truth
with our families and friends. "Therefore, laying aside
falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his
neighbor, for we are members of one another"
(Eph. 4:25).

Those who love the truth find it a wonderful thing
that holds fast under testing, and truth WILL shine
forth to all in the Lord's timing. On April 12th of this
year my wife gave birth to a daughter whom we
named Aletheia. This is the New Testament Greek
word for Truth. "Children are a gift of the Lord"
(Ps. 127:3). This gift is described "like arrows in the
hand of a warrior, so are the children of one's youth"
(Ps. 127:4). An arrow can be powerful, but must be
guided by a warrior who can direct it towards the
target. However, this blessed gift can turn into a curse.
“A wise son makes a father glad, but a foolish son is a
grief to his mother” (Prov. 10:1). This gift needs to be
handled with care with lots of instruction and talking
about the truth. Practically, when it comes to speaking
truth to our neighbor, there may be no closer neighbor
than children. What an amazing opportunity for
togetherness for children, parents, and grandparents
exists in seeking truth! Regardless of age, the way
parents can love their children best is to engage them
in knowing God and His Word. In my December 2023
bulletin article, "Back to Basics: Living on Purpose," |
was analyzing how the parents are instructed (Deut. 6)
to talk to their children throughout their day about the
good things of God. This challenge comes with joy.
Pursuing the truth of the Word of God together with
family holds out great benefits for now and eternity.
"One generation shall praise Your works to another,
and shall declare Your mighty acts" (Ps. 145:4). We do
not need to wait for the Kingdom to get a taste of this,
and whether family or not, having a community of
truth seekers can be a harbor in the midst of the
storms.

When we find the world around us hostile to His
Word and therefore hostile to the truth, we should
recall Jesus’ prayer: "l have given them Your word;
and the world has hated them” (John 17:14). In
response to this He prayed: "Sanctify them in the truth,
Your Word is truth" (John 17:17). We have God's
Word; we have truth that can shape us. Life is such a
great gift and an opportunity to live in the truth. Living
this way can impact those around us as well as people
who come along after, whether we realize it or not. So
even if we feel at times like we are the only ones who
care about the truth, with lifted hearts we can know
that the Lord Himself has "No greater joy than this, to
hear of my children walking in the truth" (3 John 4),
and press on to know the One who is "the way, and
the truth, and the life" (John 14:6).
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Can Souls Die? Understanding MUTH NEPHESH

By Andrew Brown

Those who seek the narrow road that leads to life
(Matt. 7:14) will be faced with the question: Am | on the
side of the truth? Thisis a profound question. God's Word
is the plumb line against which to measure; "Test your-
selves to see if you are in the faith" (2 Cor. 13:5, NASB
1995 throughout). As the Creator, God alone is capable
of being the Author and Definer of truth, and it is up to
us to align our thoughts and understanding with the per-
fection He has revealed. "Let God be true, though every
man be found a liar" (Rom. 3:4). In a sincere search for
thetruth, no belief is beyond the scrutiny of God's Word.

God saw fit to use the word "nephesh" 859 times in
the Old Testament. It is the ONLY word translated soul,
and it is translated as such in approximately one-third of
its occurrences. If we are to understand how God defines
soul and what He teaches regarding it, we must locate
these occurrences and consider what the Bible reveals
about nephesh. A brief study of this important word will
cause “blindfolds to fall off,” and the person conducting
the study can be instantly enlightened towards truth.
The traditional view of "immortality of the soul" would
cease to dominate one’s mind, and the truth of the Bible
could shine forth.

Nephesh first appears in Genesis when God created
Adam in the garden: "Then the LORD God formed man of
dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living being" (Gen. 2:7).
"Living being" here is chay nephesh in Hebrew. Adam
became a living soul. He was created a soul. He did not
possess some immaterial soul within him. God is
declaring each individual person to be a soul. Further-
more, one can see that the adjective chay (living) is
connected to the noun nephesh (soul). This would lead
to the accurate conclusion that life can be removed from
a nephesh. If a living nephesh ceases to live, then that
chay nephesh would become a (non-living) soul, i.e. a
dead soul.

A dead soul! Yes, this would be a conclusion
contrary to the popular idea that a soul is immortal.
However, the Bible does not hold to popular opinions
and explicitly does tell of dead souls. The root word for
dead/die/dying in Hebrew is muth. God uses the word
muth as the punishment for eating from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, "you will surely die” [Heb.
muth muth] (Gen. 2:17). There is no debate regarding
the meaning of this word. Furthermore, the word muth
is connected with nephesh many times in Scripture.
"Dead soul" may not appear in the vocabulary of the
Christian church these days...but it remains a biblical
phrase. Muth is used as an adjective describing nephesh
13 specific times in the Hebrew Old Testament. The
translators have obscured this fact.

Let us briefly consider these passages. Leviticus
19:28 says that one should not make tattoos or cuts for
any dead soul. Leviticus 21:1, 11; 22:4 says the high

priest shall not approach any dead soul. An Israelite
would be unclean if he had any contact with a dead soul
(Num. 5:2). This uncleanness is seen in action when
some men came in contact with a dead soul and could
not celebrate the Passover feast due to uncleanness
(Num. 9:6, 7, 10). Coming into contact with a dead soul
would leave one unclean for seven days (Num. 19:11,
13). The Nazarite was not to approach a dead soul
(Num. 6:6, 11). Haggai later brings up the uncleanness
from touching a dead soul (Hag. 2:13). Every passage
quoted in this paragraph undeniably says muth nephesh
(dead soul) in Hebrew. With all this in mind, there are
also over 50 Old Testament passages wherein a nephesh
can be killed (since beings are souls, a soul can be killed).
It is also notable that in over 300 passages a nephesh can
be saved, delivered, or is subject to death.

One who determines to do the vital word study of
nephesh will note that the first occurrences of the word
are referring to animals. Let the "waters teem with
swarms of living creatures” [chay nephesh](Gen. 1:20),
the birds of the air are named as chay nephesh in
Genesis 1:21, beasts of the field are called nephesh in
Genesis 1:24, and all are combined in Genesis 1:30.
These examples of the word translated soul all occur in
the text BEFORE God created the living soul Adam from
the dust of the ground. Adam then names all the living
souls (animals) in Genesis 2:19.

The only way to find out how the Bible defines soul
is by examining how the Hebrew word nephesh is used.
Without this understanding a biblical definition is
impossible to obtain. By viewing the word translated
soul in Hebrew, one can find the ways God used the
Word and gain a biblical definition. This examination
reveals whether the translation comes with bias,
baggage, or dogma. The study is straightforward and
leaves no doubt: a nephesh can die. The idea of an
immortal nephesh does not come from within Scriptures.
Animals and humans are both considered nephesh in
Scripture. They both contain blood which seems to be
the common tie of beings considered nephesh. "For the
life (nephesh) of the flesh is in the blood” (Lev. 17:11).
Nephesh is the only word translated soul in the Old
Testament. The Greek word psuche in New Testament
reveals exactly the same truth. A simple understanding
of MUTH NEPHESH should be in every Bible student's
knowledge base. God used the word almost 1000 times.
It is an important word which settled the question of the
immortality of man long ago. Jesus Christ is the only
immortal one (1 Tim. 6:16), and He only GIVES
immortality to the redeemed in Resurrection
(1 Cor. 15:53-55). Understanding this concept is part of
the narrow road of truth.

For further study related to this topic, read my Seed
and Bread article, "Translation Conspiracy," published in
April 2016.
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FUTURE HOME OF GOD’S REDEEMED
By Lisa Massengill

All of us at some time or another have
considered the transition of life into death that will
overtake us. Some of these thoughts naturally leave
us clinging to life. It is difficult to turn one’s mind
toward oblivion as our next step when popular
beliefs lay out an assortment of beautifully
embellished, though confusing, images. Artistic
pictures of angels ascending ladders, beautiful
clouds and the like are powerful and have gone
mainstream. These themes are imbedded in such
venues as movies and popular fiction. Nevertheless,
we must relinquish these tantalizing images and give
up the accompanying notion of death as some kind
of rescue in and of itself. After we turn this mental
page, we can begin to see the truth emerge. Only
then do we have the capacity to avoid dismissing
biblical truth out of hand.

The concepts of a soul that is transported to
heaven at death, or death as a soul that dies, repre-
sent mutually exclusive states. It is a hard process to
accept our own demise as part of God’s plan, but it
is a journey of thought that we must take if we are
to arrive at the truth. “Buy the truth and sell it
not...” (Prov. 23:23, King James Version throughout).

“For the living know that they shall die: but the
dead know not any thing, neither have they any
more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten”
(Ecc. 9:5).

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou
goest” (Ecc. 9:10).

We must allow our own mental rationalizations
to become conscious, and make an active choice not
to let these rationalizations dominate our thinking
process. Instead, we must choose God’s Word and
allow this lamp to guide us to the truth. In order to
find our way to our own Lord, it is imperative that
we reject an emotional quagmire of beautiful but
misleading images and move forward to the aware-
ness that death is the opposite of life; it is not
another form of life. If this wasn’t true, we wouldn’t
need salvation, and this is the insidious nature of
believing Greek myths about the soul. “And they
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall
be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:4). If death is just a
change of address, we do not need our own Lord;
and Christ himself is made to appear superfluous.

This path of thought must be exposed as
falsehood and satanic in its design. “And the
serpent said unto the woman, ‘Ye shall not surely
die...”” (Gen. 3:4). The verses below are some of the
scriptures that light our path and provide the exact
comfort and truth that we need regarding death,
and the actual meaning of resurrection. They also
indicate the earth as the location of our future
destiny:

“Why should it be thought a thing incredible
with you, that God should raise the dead?”
(Acts 26:8).

For the promise, that he should be the heir of
the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed,
through the law, but through the righteousness of
faith (Rom. 4:13).

“In @ moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed” (1 Cor. 15:52).

(Through faith) Women received their dead
raised to life again: and others were tortured, not
accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a
better resurrection (Heb. 11:35).

But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall
delight themselves in the abundance of peace
(Ps. 37:11).

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the
earth” (Matt. 5:5).

“In my Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a
place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where | am, there ye may be also” (John 14:2-3).

"And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will
also raise up us by his own power." (1 Cor. 6:14).

Please join us at the Word of Truth Ministry’s
August conference as we examine many other Bible
passages together to find out what future our Lord
actually bought for us with his life. We will discuss
what the location of our future home really is, why
God has chosen this location for us, and what bless-
ings await us there. The conference is Saturday and
Sunday, August 17-18, at the Hilton Garden Inn,
Milwaukee Airport, 5890 South Howell Ave., in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53027. For details, please see
the enclosed flyer, or you can e-mail us at:
seedandbread1935@gmail.com. Make your reser-
vations before July 28 if possible!
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