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Updates from the Director 

Proverbs 23:23 says, “Buy the truth, and do not 
sell  i t ,  also wisdom and instruction and 
understanding.” The author of this portion of 
Proverbs wants to impress on his young, royal 
student the importance and value of the truth. He 
wants him to consider the truth so valuable that he 
will pay the price he needs to pay to get it, but will 
never exchange it for anything else that he might 
imagine to be more valuable than the truth. 

At The Word of Truth Ministry, we have a legacy 
of truth that we have bought with time, labor, and 
sacrifice. It is our desire to retain this truth, as well as 
offering it to others that they might purchase it for 
themselves. Our efforts are all focused on the spread 
of the truth, that rare commodity that is so lacking in 
the world, even the world of Christianity, today. 

One way we spread the truth is by our yearly 
conference. This year, we focused on the truth that 
“The Earth, Not Heaven, Is the Future Home of 
God’s Redeemed.” This is a truth that few recognize 
and many deny, insisting that, in the words of the 
song, “This world is not my home I’m just-a-passing 
through.” Instead of a future on God’s earth, they 
believe “if Heaven’s not my home oh Lord what 
would I do.” Yet the Bible never sets forth any such 
idea, but rather insists that “the meek shall inherit the 
earth.” Our speakers presented the reality that, in 
spite of its current, corrupted condition, God has a 
glorious future for this planet where we were born 
and on which we live. This year’s sessions are 
currently all posted on our YouTube channel, The 
Word of Truth Ministry. 

In our Knowing God in the Word radio pro- 
gram, we are setting forth another truth that The 
Word of Truth Ministry has bought and will not sell: 
that the Acts period differs from today, and that  

 

 
God’s present work starts, not at Pentecost, but at 
Acts 28:28. Most in the Christian world have never 
even heard of this truth. Yet we believe that it 
explains much that is otherwise confused and mys-
terious both about God’s current work, and about 
how it interacts with the situation we see in the 
historical records of the New Testament. This radio 
program is in over 15 markets around the country, 
and continues to reach many new listeners with the 
truths that we have known and held for so long. 

We have now expanded Knowing God in the 
Word into the podcast market. Podcasts were initially 
named because they interacted with Apple’s iPods, 
but though these have fallen out of favor due to 
smartphones, the name has remained, now referring 
largely to listening through Apple Music or Spotify. 
We have a channel now on both, and are posting our 
back episodes of Knowing God in the Word, starting 
with our first series studying John. This gospel is for 
the purpose of revealing another great truth that we 
hold and will not sell: that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God. Many in the Christian world have no 
thoughts regarding this concept beyond the idea that 
Jesus is God’s little boy, and maybe Christ is His last 
name. Yet the John series sets forth John’s teaching 
that the Christ is the Savior of the world, and that the 
Son of God is actually God in human form. 

With our  expanding l ibrary of  legacy 
Otis Q. Sellers material available from Amazon 
Kindle, we are working hard to be sure that not only 
have we bought these truths for ourselves, but we are 
also offering them to others for the purchase. These 
valuable truths do not belong exclusively to us, for 
they truly belong to our Savior and Lord. Thank you 
for joining us in our journey to carry forward the 
truth! 

                                                                 Nathan C. Johnson 
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Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world; he who 
follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have 
the Light of life” (John 8:12, NASB 1995 throughout). 
As believers we need to establish a pattern of listening 
to this Light since we do not naturally understand it. 
“The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not comprehend it” (John 1:5). The Lord has always been 
in the business of enlightening and drawing people to 
Himself; "There was the true Light which, coming into the 
world, enlightens every man" (John 1:9). While everyone 
may have a lightbulb moment concerning the Light that 
has come into the world, some love the darkness rather 
than the Light, since their "deeds are evil" (John 3:19). 
Many eventually, or immediately, end up rejecting this 
Light (the Lord). We must use the time we have to order 
ourselves as much as possible before it is too late for us. 
A crooked tree can be easily straightened out when 
young but requires massive time and effort to right when 
old. A lifetime established away from the Lord and His 
ways takes much effort to reorient. Though rare, death-
bed conversions do happen, but any possible days of 
fruitfulness in this life will never occur. Along this line of 
thought, let us analyze two wicked kings who both 
encountered the Lord. 

The account of Ahab, king of Israel, is found in 
1 Kings 16-22. His reign is summarized as evil in the 
sight of the Lord more parallel at the time, as though 
it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel...and 
w e n t  t o  s e r v e  B a a l  a n d  w o r s h i p p e d  h i m   
(1 Kings 16:31). Ahab made evil kings of the past look 
better. He died in rebellion against the Lord and was 
cursed where the dogs  l icked up his  blood  
(1 Kings 22:38). God’s prophet Jehu rebuked the 
righteous Jehoshaphat for aligning with Ahab: "Should 
you help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord 
and so bring wrath on yourself from the Lord?"  
(2 Chron. 19:2). Ahab chose to walk in darkness and did 
not honor the Lord. 

 But as wicked as Ahab was, there were still  
moments when the Lord, the Light of the world, shined 
on this man to enlighten him, offering Ahab a 
breakthrough. When Elijah prophesied the demise and 
fall of the house of Ahab, Ahab broke down and tore his 
clothes and put on sackcloth and fasted and lay in 
s a c k c l o t h  a n d  w e n t  a b o u t  d e s p o n d e n t l y  
(1 Kings 21:27). This was sincere mourning that the Lord 
took notice of and was impressed by. However, his 
rebellious roots were deep, and Ahab died in rebellion.  

Another infamously wicked king was Manasseh 
whose reign is recorded in 2 Kings 21 and 2 Chronicles 33. 
His wickedness may have surpassed that of Ahab as he 
did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to the  

abominations of the nations whom the Lord dispossessed 
before the sons of Israel (2 Kings 21:2). This comparison 
of his wicked reign pertains to the wicked, idol-
worshipping Canaanite nations whom the Lord 
destroyed. It is possible that Manasseh’s focused hatred 
toward God may have been set off by his blaming God 
for the death of his righteous father Hezekiah. Hezekiah 
lived knowing the year of his death. God had granted 15 
extra years of life to Hezekiah, bringing Manasseh to the 
throne at 12 years old. So the Lord spoke to Manasseh 
and his people, but they paid no attention  
(2 Chron. 33:10). It was said that he shed very much 
innocent blood until he had filled Jerusalem from one end 
to another (2 Kings 21:16).  

The Lord then used the Assyrian king to capture 
Manasseh and take him into captivity. It was there 
where Manasseh entreated the Lord his God and 
humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers 
(2 Chron. 33:12). The Lord heard his prayer and released 
him from the Assyrian captivity and even returned him 
to his kingdom in Jerusalem. Manasseh tried to cleanse 
the land of his previous idolatry with little success, due 
to his previous idolatrous seduction. Manasseh likely 
influenced his young grandson, Josiah, who would have 
known of Manasseh's conversion.  

While turning to God in old age is always possible, 
Solomon's advice holds wisdom, "Remember also your 
Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days 
come" (Ecc. 12:1). Many years of sin and death working 
on a person take a toll and can fill a life with many 
ailments. Ecclesiastes 12 gives a long list of metaphorical 
conditions of old age. One needs to remember the 
Creator before the sun and the light, the moon and the 
stars are darkened, and clouds return after the rain 
(Ecc. 12:2). The brain gets cloudy, understanding and 
ideas start slowing down as one ages. This is why we 
must respond to the light as much as we can and without 
delay. “Behold, now is ‘the acceptable time,’ behold, now 
is ‘the day of salvation’” (2 Cor. 6:2). 

The Lord is actively working on everyone regardless 
of how estranged they may seem. Living life walking in 
the Light as much as a person is able to is a life well 
invested. As Paul prayed, may we be given a "spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him," that 
the eyes of our hearts may " be enlightened" 
(Eph. 1:17 18), and ultimately, receptive to the Light. As 
Jesus said, “While you have the Light, believe in the Light, 
so that you may become sons of Light” (John 12:36). 
Many of us have studied the fact that faith is taking God 
at His word and responding accordingly. Let us be 
believers who respond and give the Lord our strength, 
passion, mind, understanding, and energy NOW. 

       Receiving the Light: Ahab vs. Manasseh   
 By Andrew Brown 
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There are many parallels between the life 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the lives of 
many Old Testament prophets. Since 
parallelism is the chief element of Hebrew 
poetry, one may conclude that the Lord’s life 
had much poetic design to it. Here are 
examples of such parallelism both in the 
written word and in the life of our Lord. 
 

In the Written Word 
 

Jacob shall rejoice, Israel shall be glad. 
(Ps. 14:7) 

Wash me from my iniquity, cleanse me 
from my sin. (Ps. 51:2) 

He was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities. (Isa. 53:5) 

 

In the Living Word 
 

With God’s help, the infant Moses escaped 
death at the hands of a harsh ruler, as did the 
Lord Jesus. (Ex. 1:22-2:10; Matt. 2:13-18) 

Moses gave the people power over the 
elements of the wilderness; the Lord Jesus did 
the same. (Deut. 8:4; Luke 10:19) 

As a child, Samuel grew in favor with God 
and man; the same is said of the Lord Jesus. 
(I Sam. 2:26; Luke 2:52) 

King David was born in Bethlehem; so was 
the Lord Jesus. (I Sam. 16:1; Luke 2:4-7) 

David was thirty years old when he began 
to reign as king; the Lord Jesus was the same 
age when he began his ministry.  
(2 Sam. 5:4; Luke 3:23) 

David made a triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem; so did the Lord Jesus.  
(2 Sam. 6:14-16; Matt. 21:1-9) 
 

After betraying David, Ahithophel hanged 
himself; after betraying the Lord, Judas did 
the same. (2 Sam. 17:23; Matt. 27:5) 

Elijah was fed by angels; so was the Lord. 
(1 Kings 19:5; Matt 4:11) 

Elijah was taken up into heaven; so was 
the Lord. (2 Kings 2:11; Luke 24:51) 

Elijah went missing and people searched 
for him for three days; the same thing  
happened with the Lord. (2 Kings 2:17;  
Luke 2:46) 

Elisha multiplied loaves of bread; so did 
the Lord. (2 Kings 4:42-44; Matt. 14:19-21) 

Moses’ face shone on Mount Sinai; the 
Lord’s face shone on Mount Tabor.  
(Ex. 34:30,35; Matt. 17:2) 

Moses chose twelve chieftains; the Lord 
chose twelve apostles; and the Apostle Paul 
baptized twelve disciples in Ephesus. 
(Deut.1:23; Matt. 10:5; Acts 19:1-7) 

Moses later chose 70 elders; the Lord later 
chose 70 disciples. (Ex. 24:9; Luke 10:1) 

Moses fasted 40 days and nights; so did 
the Lord. (Ex. 34:28; Matt. 4:1-2) 

Moses divided the nation of Israel into 
fifties and hundreds; so did the Lord divide 
the multitudes he fed. (Ex. 18:21; Mark 6:40) 

Jeremiah spoke out against the religious 
and political leaders in Jerusalem; as did the 
Lord Jesus. (Jer. 7:11; Mark 11:17) 

In the giving of the law on Mount Sinai, 
about three thousand people were struck 
dead for their sins; the same number were 
given new life in the Spirit at Pentecost. 
(Ex. 32:28; Acts 2:41) The letter kills, the 
spirit gives life. (2 Cor. 3:6) 

Parallelism may also be antithetical when 
the parallel ideas are opposed, as in Proverbs 
11:5. The righteousness of the blameless 
keeps his way straight, but the wicked falls by 
his own wickedness.  (Revised Standard 
Version) This kind of parallelism may also be 
found in the lives of the Old Testament 
patriarchs Isaac and Joseph. Also, the 
righteousness of Christ contrasts with the sin 
of Adam. (Rom. 5:14-21)  

There is also parallelism in the ministry of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. For example, the two 
times He cleansed the Temple were near the 
beginning and near the end of His ministry. 
(John 2:13-15; Luke 19:45-46) 

In the present Dispensation of Grace, God 
is working out His poetic design in the lives of 
those who put their faith in Him. (Eph. 2:8-
10) His next move will be the installation of 
His Kingdom on earth. Let us pray for the 
arrival of that day. 

 Parallelism in the Life of Christ 
By Mike Walko 

Edited by Nathan C. Johnson 

 
Psalm 119:105 
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Blind Bartimaeus cried to the Lord for mercy, and the 
Lord Jesus called him to His side and asked what it was 
that he wanted done. He gave him the opportunity of 
being specific in regard to his desire. It greatly simplified 
matters that Bartimaeus knew his need, knew exactly 
what he wanted, and asked for that very thing.  

It is amazing just how complex, confused and 
disordered the new life in Christ Jesus can become for 
most people. If we permit it to become this, we can 
never be happy or useful in it. We will always remain 
among the number who need help, rather than finding 
our place among those who help others. A confused and 
frustrated guide can show no one the way.  

There is nothing that will clear up the complexities 
and confusion of the Christian life like knowing exactly 
what we want, making choice of that thing, and then 
determining upon it.  

In the 119th Psalm David announced boldly that he 
had chosen the way of truth. This simplified everything 
for David, for a choice had been made and it was to be 
allowed to dominate and control every other decision 
that had to be made. It did not leave him in the foolish 
predicament of the man who was looking for a house in 
which to live, but had not yet chosen the city in which he 
desired to live. Since David had chosen the way of truth, 
it made it possible for him to say, "I have stuck to thy 
testimonies," and "I will run the way of thy command-
ments." I have chosen, I have stuck, and I will run. These 
words expressed the course of his life. The second and 
third statements could be made because he had chosen 
the way of truth.  

In Christian experience there is a continual clash 
between truth and our wills, truth and our desires, truth 
and the path we have chosen to follow. This conflict 
continues until we make an honest choice of the truth, 
and then it is over in an instant.  

I have talked to people who readily admitted that 
they were afraid to investigate a thing because of fear 
that it might be the truth. I have known those who 
became greatly excited over the truth, only to discover it 
was not truth that they wanted after all. One man 
thought he wanted truth, but what he really wanted was 
to direct a choir. When the conflict came he chose to be 
a choir leader and truth was forgotten. Another became 
exercised over the truth, but found that his one desire 
was for a successful ministry. When a position was 
offered him that conflicted with the truth, he forgot the 
truth at once and renounced fellowship with all who 
proclaim it.  

I have become well acquainted with those who 
come seeking help when no help is wanted. They seek 
for light, when their real desire is for someone to confirm 
their opinion. They ask a question, prepared to reject the 
answer if it should be contrary to their ideas. Very few 
who claim to be seekers after the truth really want truth 

for their portion. Their greatest fear is that they shall find 
it and become responsible under it.  

On every hand is seen the efforts of some to force 
the truth to fit into their work, their ideas of service, or 
their religious programs. They have never made a choice 
of truth. Truth can have a place only if some niche can be 
found where it will fit in apart from any major alteration 
or readjustment.  

Truth is able to use the service of very few. 
Christendom is so organized that it can find some place 
of service or some form of service for everyone. It has so 
multiplied its organizations and activities that any who 
desire can have an office with a title, or at least a place 
on a committee. It is able to make everyone feel that 
they are indispensable in the service of the Lord. Anyone 
who can blow wind into a horn or play plunk after plink 
on a guitar is hailed as one the Lord can use. If a man has 
a hobby he soon becomes convinced that it can be used 
to glorify the Lord. If it be sleight-of-hand or parlor magic 
he feels it can be used to bring children to Christ. 
Therefore, such entertainment is dignified by the name 
of "object lessons" and it finds a place in the so-called 
service of the Lord.  

Some time ago I went to a religious service for want 
of something better to do while waiting for a train. A rack 
stood upon the platform, and upon it were hanging 
about two dozen bottles filled with varying amounts of 
water. The man in charge of the service announced that 
these bottles had once been filled with liquor and had 
served the Devil, but they had been redeemed and now 
they were to serve the Lord. He seemed to consider this 
a very clever thought. A young lady arose from her seat 
on the platform and began to strike the bottles with two 
small mallets. This produced the music to "When They 
Ring the Golden Bells." At least that is what the man in 
charge said she was playing.  

Yes, in Christendom even empty whiskey bottles are 
regimented into the service of the Lord. But when men 
determine to leave the camp of Christendom and cast 
their lot with the truth, they have to be informed that 
they are expected to leave their empty bottles, their 
playthings, their religious trappings and gear, because 
these things are of no service in connection with the 
truth. This fact alone is sufficient to keep a great number 
of so-called servants of the Lord from ever making choice 
of the truth.  

How pitifully few there are who seek truth and prize 
it above all else. There is no praise in Christendom for 
the quiet, humble, devoted student of the Word, who, 
like Mary, chooses the better part and sits at the feet of 
the Lord to hear His Word. Those who choose this 
"better part" are usually despised, and as a rule they are 
reproved for lack of zeal in "saving souls." Let all such 
take heart. Man's judgments are all premature. They will 
be reversed when the Lord does the judging.  

 The Choice of Truth 

By Otis Q. Sellers 
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By Nathan C. Johnson 


