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The Recovery of Truth
By Otis Q. Sellers

It is my firm belief that God has spoken, and that
all He has said is enshrined for us in the book we call
the Bible. | believe further that it is the duty of God's
people in every generation to labor incessantly to
bring forth the truth which God has placed in the
pages of His book.

It is evident that this duty is completely ignored
by the majority of those who profess to be ministers
of the Word. Their views of the truth are stereotyped
from the beginning of their labors, and they never
open God's book with any expectation of discovering
truth. They prefer to fill their little vessels at this or
that system's theology, and they do not believe that
any advance beyond this is desirable or possible.

The few individualists who are today engaged in
Biblical research are as a rule guilty of defeating their
own purposes. They, with whatever equipment is
available to them, go into the Word in the search for
truth. And since God has never failed to reward the
honest seeker, all who seek for truth in His book are
sure to find a portion of it. But the moment a truth is
found, it is immediately stamped by them as being
God's final, irrevocable, and complete revelation
upon the subject in question. And, most tragic of all,
once it is placed in print it can never again be opened
up for clarification, reinvestigation, or advancement.
They appear to take their stand with Pilate who said,
"What | have written, | have written."

Those who do Biblical research must always keep
in mind that when a truth is uncovered it comes forth
only as an inference or an intimation. These inferences
and intimations are often considered to be THE truth,
but as a rule they are only an indication of the direc-
tion in which the truth will be found. If these inferen-
ces and intimations of truth are established as being
THE truth, they will become error, for part-truth al-
ways becomes a lie when we refuse to advance from it.

Well-meaning friends often exhort me not to set
forth anything until | am sure it is perfect and com-
plete, then once having set it forth, never to change
concerning it for fear | will be charged with incon-
sistency and instability. To one who insisted that |
follow this course | answered as follows: "I am the
publisher of two magazines. One is called THE WORD
OF TRUTH and the other is called FINAL AND PERFECT
TRUTH. In the first | set forth my findings to date as a
student of the Word, and in it will be found all the
inferences and intimations of truth | have uncovered.
In the second | publish such things as are final and
irrevocable, upon which all study and research has
ceased, and no further advance is possible. The first
has now been published in many issues, but the first
issue of the second has never yet gone forth and

probably never will." He saw the point, and remained
my good friend and helper till the day of his death.

Many people feel that true Christian consistency
involves stereotyping our views, then resolutely
refusing to make any change lest we should be
charged with instability. | believe that true Christian
consistency involves admitting that "we know nothing
as we ought to know it" and holding our minds open
to receive truth from every part of God's Word upon
every subject in it, then changing our views, language,
and practices as often and as fast as we receive
further light. If in doing this we are charged with
inconsistency and instability, we can only consider
such criticism as being beneath our notice.

The true disciple of Jesus Christ must advance in
knowledge. And he will do so unless he is asleep or
his mind has become stultified with prejudice. It is
even as the Lord Jesus said to those who believed on
Him, "If ye continue in My word, then are ye My
disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and
truth shall make you free." John 8:31, 32.

It is always evident to any teacher of the Word
that many of God's people are more interested in
getting their questions answered than they are in the
truth as a whole. When a question has arisen as a
result of our own investigations in the Word, we
should honestly and with patience seek the answer.
An honest question or difficulty concerning the truth is
a legitimate subject of believing prayer. But if our
guestions are merely the out-croppings of our
curiosity, if they are the result of our minds having
thrashed around a bit, if they came up merely because
we wondered about something, then the answers to
them will not advance us in the truth one whit.

It is strange indeed what some expect of the truth.
They think that the truth should produce much better
churches than church theology. They should learn that
truth has no relationship to earthly organizations, and
that as a rule it does a church more harm than good.

Others think that the truth should open up for
them a much wider sphere of service and make it
possible for them to be a greater help to more people.
They are often disappointed when the opposite takes
place. Satan and men will conspire against them so
that the truth is never allowed to come up for discus-
sion. This Satanic strategy has led many to abandon
the truth. "I almost froze to death for want of fellow-
ship," was the confession of one who abandoned the
truth. "I grew tired of speaking to little groups all the
time," is the declaration of another who turned away.
We leave all such to their Lord, but cannot refrain
from firing one question at them as they turn their
heels: "What did you expect of the truth?"
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Updates from the Director

Paul urges Timothy in II Timothy 2:15,
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.” Paul desires Timothy
to work hard for the approval of God in his
workmanship regarding the Word of God’s truth.
To accomplish this, he tells Timothy that he
needs to rightly divide. Paul was a tentmaker by
trade, and the word for right division was used in
tentmaking for “cutting it straight.” Paul well
knew that if you failed to cut your pieces
straight, you would end up with a mess rather
than a tent when you tried to sew the sections
together. Paul assures Timothy that the same is
true with God’s Word: one needs to cut it straight
and put everything in its rightful place in order to
erect the superstructure of truth, rather than
tacking together a mess of confusion and error.

At The Word of Truth Ministry, we take
Paul’s command seriously. We realize that
everything in the Bible has to be put into its
proper context to attain the structure of truth.
This process includes recognizing the dispen-
sational context of every book of the New
Testament, and whether or not that book was
written about a time before or after the great
dispensational change that took place at Acts
28:28. This order is especially important when
seeking to teach and explain the books of Paul.

In our annual conference this year, we will
be examining this very issue. We will study the
books of Paul and whether they were written
before or after Acts 28:28. Once we have
determined this sequence, we will be considering
these books in this context and how the
dispensational context affected what Paul wrote,
and how we are to understand it. Join us this year
in Bloomington, Minnesota (right outside the

March 2025

Twin Cities) as we consider the books of Paul
from a proper dispensational perspective.

In our Knowing God in the Word radio
program, we are also considering a topic crucial
to rightly dividing: the correct interpretation of
the book of Acts. After several months of
preparation, we began our exposition of the book
of Acts in February, and will continue
broadcasting on this subject for the next
several years. Please see our website:
knowinggodintheword.org for an updated list of
radio stations.

Meanwhile, for those of you who don’t live
in one of our radio markets, we continue to
expand our Knowing God in the Word podcast.
With over 100 episodes (over two years of
broadcast time) posted and continually
expanding, our library now includes all of the
exposition of the gospel of John and the critical
book of Ephesians, another very important book
for understanding right division and what God is
doing today. We have a channel on both Apple
Music and Spotify, one or the other of which
should be available on most smartphones. Join
our Knowing God in the Word podcast for easy
and convenient listening.

Our library of YouTube videos at our The
Word of Truth Ministry channel continues to
increase, including every one of our conferences
from 2013-2024 posted in either audio or video
form. Many of them also have the original
outlines provided at the conferences. Just look
under the number of views below the video for
the “Message outline and notes” link.

Visit us at one of these mediums, and we
will seek to help you in the important work of
right division.

Nathan C. Johnson

Word of Truth Ministry seedandbread.org YouTube.com@thewordoftruthministry4126

seedandbread1935@amail.com Rusty Hancock, Editor-in-Chief

P.O. Box 1609, Canyon Country, CA 91386
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The Believer’s Eternal Security
By Andrew Brown

The gospel of John was written for the purpose of
believing in Jesus and obtaining eternal life. “These
[signs] have been written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
you may have life in His name” (John 20:31, NASB 1995
throughout). One who believes in Jesus will receive life,
eternal life. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians records many
truths about being in Christ. “In Him we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses” (Eph. 1:7). Believers have been forgiven
their sins. In Him...you were sealed in Him with the
Holy Spirit of promise” (Eph. 1:13). Believers are also
sealed with the Spirit. This seal cannot be broken by
anyone. The Spirit “is given as a pledge of our
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s
own possession” (Eph. 1:14). Believers are now the
possession of God, and the seal of the Spirit guarantees
that they have a future inheritance. Nothing can
remove the Spirit. This is where the concept of Eternal
Security emerges. Believers can rest assured they have
a place in eternity.

Salvation is highly debated in Christianity, possibly
due to man-created doctrines and conclusions on both
sides that only take in small portions of the Bible. “Easy
believism” is one of these ideas, wherein someone says
a quick prayer to earn salvation. There are those who
associate salvation with works of church attendance,
fulfilling religious requirements, getting water baptized,
etc. As time passes, some of these people walk away
from their previously proclaimed beliefs. Are these indi-
viduals saved? Maybe, maybe not. Today, the believer
is hidden in Christ only to be revealed later
(Col. 3:34). 1t is difficult for people to definitively
determine the salvation of others in the dispensation
of grace, but the Lord cannot be deceived and knows
those who are His. Acts period believers also found
themselves in Christ sealed with the Spirit, but in
contrast they were manifest to all. “These signs will
accompany those who have believed” (Mark 16:17).
These believers had signs (physical evidence)
demonstrating that they truly had faith. Today, we are
likely to assume people are saved when they are not.

One could debate eternal security by pointing to
various Bible passages in the Old Testament, and these
passages should be considered if we are to gain the full
scope Scripture provides. One of many statements in
Ezekiel 18 (or Ezekiel 33) tells us, “If a righteous man
turns away from his righteousness... All his righteous
deeds which he has done will not be
remembered” (Ezek. 18:24). Restated, God will
overlook the man’s past righteousness due to his
current wickedness and deal with the person
accordingly. The gospel of Matthew is loaded with
examples of the son or servant losing his standing. The
sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer
darkness; in that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 8:12). These passages flow

together when the student understands that Matthew
has the standing of Israelites in view. An Israelite was in
a relationship with God from birth, and they were all
servants of God. The pertinent question was whether
they would be faithful, righteous servants or unfaithful,
disobedient servants. The Israelite could always be cast
out of Israel. (Nathan Johnson described this in detail in
MSB353 “The Servant in Israel.”) This situation should
not be equated with salvation by being in Christ and
sealed with the Spirit.

A wonderous thing occurs at the moment of a
believer's connection with Christ through faith. The
Lord Jesus graciously identifies Himself with the person
who believes. This joining of Christ to an individual is a
baptism that has nothing to do with a water ceremony.
Romans declares that upon belief we are so identified
(synonymous to baptized) with Christ that when He
died and rose, it is as if we were also on the cross and
then risen. “Or do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been
baptized into His death?” (Rom. 6:3). The identification
has been so thorough that the believer died when
Christ died. Since believers are identified with Jesus’
death on the cross, they are also linked to Jesus’ life in
resurrection (Rom. 6:5). This is where Paul reveals the
one who is in Christ has “been buried with Him in
baptism” (Col. 2:12), or that Christ has canceled out any
debt or “decrees against us ... and He has taken it out
of the way, having nailed it to the cross” (Col. 2:14).

This merger between the believer and the Savior is
complete upon belief. The believer is complete in
Christ (Col. 2:10). However, though believers have
secured their place with Christ in eternity, their journey
is not over; the adventure has just begun! If the
journey ever gets sidetracked or shipwrecked, the
believer does not lose salvation, but will lose rewards
given out for faithful service. “If any man’s work is
burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be
saved, yet so as through fire” (1 Cor. 3:15). The
understanding of rewards is vital for the believer in
Christ to possess. (For a refresher regarding this
important topic, see the MSB349 article “Rewards").

The eternal security of the believer is a fact of the
Bible. The transaction today between the Savior and
the sinner is a secret one, but is known and held by
God. Once it takes place, the merger is permanent. If
believers have truly put their faith in Christ, they are
now In Christ. The Lord, having identified the believer
with His Spirit, will take up the person marked with His
Spirit as one of His own. This has nothing to do with an
Israelite being a faithful servant in Israel. A believer
could walk away but would lose rewards. When “the
fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work,” your
work will remain, and you will receive the reward
(1 Cor. 3:13-14). May we be found in Christ, and also
receive whatever rewards the righteous Judge sees fit.

The Word of Truth Ministry Bulletin

Page 3

It Is Written

By Robert Juneau

Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ would not
hesitate to testify and hold to the fact that the Bible is
the word of God. Why then, does it seem that all too
often the Bible is not the first place they go to for help,
comfort, and guidance? How often do people let the
Bible correct or even influence their thinking or
behavior? Understanding the Bible is so much more
than a mere academic endeavor; it is the tangible, real,
and present help that is needed for everyone, every day.

Over the centuries, leaders in the so-called
Christian church have sought out just about every
source other than the word of God to form their
theological positions on varying topics. The early
church beliefs about baptism, the Eucharist,
confession, works, tithing, purgatory, authority,
heaven and hell, and many other subjects were, at
best, loosely based on the Bible. Sadly, the Bible was
seldom the last word on these subjects, and there is
no difference in the reasoning today from the
mistaken theology that continued to flourish after the
Reformation. It is our personal privilege to seek out
the truth found in the Bible. He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him (Heb. 11:6, NKJV throughout).
Why professing believers choose to seek out the truth
about God from any random source, and seldom
consult the Bible, is beyond my comprehension.

Some non-Biblical ideologies might be benign,
but some are more harmful. Some of the things
taught in Christian circles can become a distraction
and can drive a wedge between the believer and their
relationship with God. Philosophically-based ideology
is probably the most prolific offender. “Beware lest
anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to
the basic principles of the world, and not according to
Christ” (Col. 2:8). When defending the differing
theologies within Christendom, many will appeal to
the writings of the early church. They feel this
somehow validates and justifies their beliefs and
practices. Many of the early writings, as well as the
ideas of today, are based on philosophy and not on a
comprehensive understanding of Scripture. Instead of
appealing to these men, we need to submit to the
words of the men who wrote just a few centuries
earlier; the very words that God inspired the apostles
of Jesus Christ to write.

A simple Biblical search reveals that the phrase
“It is written” appears seventeen times in the KJV of
the Old Testament, each time referring to the book of
the Law of Moses. This phrase is found in the New
Testament sixty-eight times. Twenty-three of these
phrases are spoken from the lips of the Lord Jesus,
thirty-two are from the pen of the apostle Paul, and
the remaining occurrences are from other authors. “It
is written” is a most profound statement, and it
should be constantly on the mind of the believer.

What is written in scripture is our daily food that
sustains us. During Christ’s forty-day fast, the tempter

(Satan) challenged the Lord to change stones into
bread. In both Matthew 4:4 and Luke 4:4, the Lord
thwarted Satan’s efforts by quoting the word of God.
“It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceeds from the mouth of
God’” (Deut. 8:3). What is written is our abundance.
It is better than precious metals of great value. The
law of Your mouth is better to me than thousands of
coins of gold and silver (Ps. 119:72). Therefore | love
Your commandments more than gold, yes, than fine
gold! (Ps. 119:127). What is written is knowledge.
Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, and
apply your heart to my knowledge (Prov. 22:17).
Apply your heart to instruction, and your ears to
words of knowledge (Prov. 23:12). What is written is
cleansing. “That He might sanctify and cleanse her
[the church] with the washing of water by the
word” (Eph. 5:26). What is written is spiritual
wisdom. “These things we also speak, not in words
which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy
Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual with spiritual”
(1 Cor. 2:13). “Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom” (Col. 3:16).

This wealth of abundance, knowledge, and
wisdom of Scripture has been available to the people
of Christian history ever since the texts were penned.
Yes, it took time to make and disseminate copies. Yes,
there was much illiteracy in the early days. Yes, it was
often a struggle just to survive, but the leaders over
the centuries could have done so much better. These
men of history could have and should have been
seeking truth from no place other than from Scripture.
This censure must be equally applied to most
professing Christians today. To quote Andrew Brown
in his Word of Truth bulletin article titled Slaying the
Dragon: “many have abandoned the refuge of God’s
sound words thinking they will obtain something more
satisfying.” This statement succinctly highlights the
foolishness of relying on the word of man instead of
the word of God.

| recently heard an expositor of God’s word talk
about sea turtles. He stated that only around
approximately 0.01% to 0.1% of sea turtle hatchlings
make it to full adulthood. This is one in ten thousand
to one in one thousand. He then commented how this
percentage could, sadly, be applied to the growth of
professing Christians.

It seems that very few of us understand how we
must continually strive to mature in Christ, and that our
relationship with Him is accomplished through studying
his Word. There should be no controversy over
anything that comes from God. Of course, this is only
true once we fully understand what He wants us to
know from what He has said. If God has said it, it is
sufficient. If God has seen fit to have it written, it is
sufficient. It might as well be stamped on the front cover
of our Bibles: IT IS WRITTEN!



