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Likewise, the location of God’s temple is incredibly
important. In the past, God had instructed David and
Solomon that the temple was to be built in Jerusalem
on Mount Moriah (2 Chron. 3:1). In the past, God even
equipped workers (Bezalel in Exodus 31:1-5, and
Huram in 2 Chron. 2:13) with the ability and under-
standing to make exactly what He desired. | can paint
landscapes but not like the artist Monet. One cannot
merely build God’s temple and its fixtures without the
distribution of God’s gifts to His out-positioned ones
(Gr. ekklesia). There are no exceptions to these rules.
God must give the order to build, where to build it,
and the exact dimensions and details about everything
built. This point reveals the necessity of the premillen-
nial Kingdom wherein God reigns from His throne in
heaven (lsa. 66:1) to build this earthly temple before
the Anti-Christ and the Great Tribulation appear on the
scene.

The Apostle Paul taught the Thessalonians about
Christ’s Parousia and the “gathering together to Him”
(2 Thess. 2:1) when Christ returns and kills the Anti-
Christ. They were “disturbed” and “shaken,” much like
many confused Christians regarding the day of the
Lord, the tribulation, and the events of Revelation.
“Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will
not come unless the apostasy comes first, and
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of
destruction” (2 Thess. 2:3). This rebellion (apostasy)
shows that the world is brought into conformity first.
The sign of “wars and rumors of wars” of Matthew 24
shows that an extended time of Kingdom peace
will necessarily happen before a war can qualify as a
“sign.” The Day of the Lord (or Lord’s Day in Rev. 1:10)
has many events that must precede it. (See Sellers’
S&B111 article: “Before the Day of the Lord.”) Paul
continues with the union of the Anti-Christ and the

temple, “who God opposes and exalts himself above
every so-called god or object of worship, so that he
takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying
himself as being God” (2 Thess. 2:4). Since the Anti-
Christ is not struck dead by God immediately, he is a
tempting delusion. Those who are not paying atten-
tion to the instruction and preparation given in God’s
Kingdom might actually believe he is the Christ.

The premillennial Kingdom of God is a prerequi-
site to these events. God will interrupt the events of
history to bring His Kingdom to the earth. This will
result in peace on earth. During that time, He will
instruct the building of the Temple on its location and
start back up the sacrifices and offerings so Israel can
follow the Law from the heart. There will be a working
Law, priesthood, and God will manifestly oversee all
things. This dynamic operation will occur long before
the Anti-Christ steps onto the scene, enabling the
Biblical facts about the Anti-Christ to be fulfilled to the
letter. The details reveal a Premillennial Kingdom right
there for all to take notice of, allowing the Bible’s
prophecy to be accomplished without twisting or
bending any events together. Taking the time to con-
sider the details of God's Word and setting them in our
minds firmly gives a benchmark for comparison. When
some make loud claims about certain current events
and attach verses to them to excite people about what
is happening, we can instead be excited because we
know something of what God will do in the future.
Deeper study of God's words should bring more ques-
tions for study, and taking care not to set aside the
facts allows us to be steadfast and sure. We can know
what God has said and discern the false claims of those
who would place Scripture's terms on people or events
that are not deserving of them. Do not be a gullible
Christian who believes these “prophecy” predictors.

We Get Letters

Letter: “You refer to the sound of wind in Acts 2 [as
corresponding] to the sound of a trumpet when the
kingdom resumes, which makes sense. But | am confused
with reference to the sun and moon, etc.., or are you just
referring to the vapor and fire, because the day of the
Lord is at the closing of the kingdom on earth.”

Nathan’s reply: Yes, | agree: the day of the Lord is at
the closing of the kingdom of God on earth. All these
signs, like all Joel’s prophecy Peter is quoting, happen
“before the coming of the great and awesome day of the
LORD.” This is because all of the premillennial kingdom
takes place BEFORE the day of the Lord.

Re the sun being turned into darkness, consider Paul
on the road to Damascus. At midday, Acts 26:13, he saw
his vision of Jesus Christ. Yet the light he saw from heaven
was greater than the brightness of the sun. The sun was
dark by comparison. And if the sun looked dark, what
would the moon have looked like? A blot of blood in the
sky! The light of the sun will be nothing compared with
the light of truth and knowledge and revelation of God

that will go forth at the start of the premillennial king-
dom.

While Christ’s second coming will be so glorious that
it will make the sun look like darkness, that is a different
event. Peter and Joel are not talking about Christ’s second
coming. They are talking about the premillennial kingdom
outshining the sun.

Letter: “I have often wondered how long the White
Throne of Judgment would last with so many to face
the throne.”

Nathan’s reply: True. With billions of people having
lived throughout history, if Jesus Christ were to judge
each of these, the time required would be vast. Yet, why
would Jesus Christ choose people to rule and reign with
Him and call them His body and then insist on doing
everything Himself? The Great, White Throne of judgment
is a problem if it is one court trying billions of people. But
if it is millions of courts trying billions of people, then the
trials can be carried out in a reasonable length of time.
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Romans 1:16 reads, “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is
the power of God to salvation for every-
one who believes, for the Jew first and
also for the Greek.” Paul here speaks for
himself, but hopefully we say the same: that
we are not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. It
is still absolutely true that the gospel is the
power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes. That has never changed since Paul
made this statement. Yet it is no longer true
that the gospel is for the Jew first and also
for the Greek.

That word first is the Greek protos, and
can mean first in rank or chief. The gospel
was chiefly to the Jews when Paul wrote
Romans, and it was also that way through-
out the Acts period. Yet though this was true
then, it is no longer true today. Today, as
Paul stated in Acts 28:28, the salvation-
bringing gospel has been made freely availa-
ble to the nations, and it will get through to
them. As Ephesians 3:6 tells us, all nations
are joint and equal today. No nation like
Israel has a special or a pre-eminent place.
Yet that equality is what is true today. That
was not true during the Acts period.

These are just some of the critical differ-
ences between the Acts period and today.
These differences greatly affect many of the
statements Paul makes in his letters, both
before and after the Acts period. We must
understand where these letters fall in rela-
tionship to the dispensational change in
order to truly understand them. This is what
we will be studying in our yearly conference
this August. We will study how the
dispensational context affects what Paul
wrote in each of his books and how we are to
understand it. Join us this year in
Bloomington, Minnesota (right outside the
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Twin Cities) as we consider the books of Paul
from a proper dispensational perspective.

In our Knowing God in the Word radio
program, we are studying the book of Acts.
The truths we are bringing forward are
truths which the majority of Christians are
entirely ignorant of. They have no idea that
God was working primarily with Israel in the
book of Acts, that the gospel was focused on
them primarily, and that we live in an
entirely different dispensation today. All
most people can see in Acts is the birthday
and early growth of the church. Yet what
they believe they are seeing is simply not
true. To ever understand Acts or the books
written during the period of which it records
the history, they must learn to rightly divide
and recognize the unique character of the
work God was doing in Acts.

By August, the radio program will only
have reached to Acts 7 and the stoning of
Stephen. There is much critical material yet
to come. Pray that God might use these radio
messages to open the eyes of some of His
people to the truths of Acts, how it differs
from today, and what God is truly working to
accomplish in this dispensation of grace. So
many expect God to act at times like He did
in Acts, and their hurt and disappointment
when He will not do so can cause them to
turn away from Him. We pray that some
followers might be enlightened in a way that
will strengthen them in their walks with the
Lord and in His truth.

Listen to the radio program if you live in
one of our markets, or look us up on our
podcast channel Knowing God in the Word on
Apple Music and Spotify. And please join us
in the Twin Cities in August for our yearly
conference. We would love to see you there
and share with you in the Word rightly

divided.
Nathan C. Johnson

Word of Truth Ministry seedandbread.org YouTube.com@thewordoftruthministry4126

seedandbread1935@amail.com Rusty Hancock, Editor-in-Chief

P.O. Box 1609, Canyon Country, CA 91386


http://seedandbread.org
file:///C:/Users/Cindy/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ZF2G0UUA/YouTube.com@thewordoftruthministry4126
mailto:seedandbread1935@gmail.com

Page 2

The Word of Truth Ministry Bulletin

Access with Confidence
By Nathan C. Johnson

The first three chapters of Ephesians convey the
glorious things God makes true of us “in Christ.” The
last of these truths, and arguably the greatest, is stated
in Ephesians 3:12 (Resultant Version): In Whom we
have boldness and access with confidence through the
faith relating to Him.

The fact that in Christ we have bold and confident
access to God is a startling truth that we can only
appreciate when we realize how limited access to God
always was before the dispensation of grace. In the
tabernacle and later on in the temple, God was present
in the Most Holy Place or the Holy of Holies. Entrance
into His presence was limited to the high priest, as the
writer of Hebrews explains in Hebrews 9:6-8 (New King
James Version throughout): Now when these things
had been thus prepared, the priests always went into
the first part of the tabernacle, performing the ser-
vices. But into the second part the high priest went
alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered
for himself and for the people’s sins committed in igno-
rance; the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into
the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the
first tabernacle was still standing.

Not only was the presence of God limited to the
priest, but even he had to be very careful when he
used that privilege. This was illustrated dramatically in
the case of Aaron and his four sons, the very first
priests of Moses’ law. Aaron’s oldest sons Nadab and
Abihu approached God improperly. We read of the out-
come in Leviticus 10:1-3. Then Nadab and Abihu, the
sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it,
put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the
LORD, which He had not commanded them. So fire
went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they
died before the LORD. And Moses said to Aaron, “This is
what the LORD spoke, saying: ‘By those who come near
Me | must be regarded as holy; And before all the
people | must be glorified.”” So Aaron held his peace.
Nadab and Abihu approached Jehovah with incense at
a time He had not commanded and using a fire He had
not authorized, and they were struck dead for their
error. This tragedy took place during the inauguration
of the priests, on the very first day they were allowed
to offer sacrifices. Clearly the privilege of approaching
God came with great responsibility. To approach Him
improperly could mean death.

Jehovah’s presence with His people was symbolized
by the ark of the testimony, which was kept within the
Most Holy Place. Yet after the ark was captured by the
Philistines during an invasion, it was separated from
the tabernacle for generations. At last, David came to
bring it to his home in Jerusalem. However, he failed to
determine how the ark was to be properly transported,

which was by the priests carrying it by its poles.
Instead, David transported it in a new cart drawn by
oxen. The outcome is recorded in Il Samuel 6:6-7: And
when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put
out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for
the oxen stumbled. Then the anger of the Lord was
aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for
his error; and he died there by the ark of God. Perhaps
Uzzah thought his hand grabbing the ark was prefera-
ble to it sliding off the cart to the ground. Yet the
ground never sinned against God. When it rains He
wishes it to turn to mud, and it does. When the sun
shines on it He wishes it to dry out, and it does. It never
disobeys Him, like people do. Uzzah’s hand was not
worthy to touch God’s ark.

King Uzziah was a mighty king over Judah. He did
what was right in Jehovah’s sight, and so He gave him
great strength, wealth, and fame. Yet these things
lifted up his heart with pride, and he decided he was
worthy to enter the temple and offer incense like a
priest. Azariah and eighty priests followed him into the
temple to oppose him, and we read the outcome in
Il Chronicles 26:19. Then Uzziah became furious; and
he had a censer in his hand to burn incense. And while
he was angry with the priests, leprosy broke out on his
forehead, before the priests in the house of the Lord,
beside the incense altar. As great as Uzziah was, he was
not considered worthy to enter God’s presence.

In light of these facts, the truth of Ephesians 3:12
becomes even more startling. We have bold and
confident access to God. | could compare this to my
experience as a season ticket holder with the
Minnesota Twins. Though | have tickets to a game, |
still must go through a security screening to enter the
stadium. My ticket alone is not enough. If | can’t pass
the screening, | can’t enter. Yet we have no screening
to enter boldly into God’s presence. In Christ, we are
allowed in at any time. We may be doing the wrong
thing like Nadab and Abihu. We may be presumptuous
like Uzzah. We may be proud like King Uzziah. Yet we
will never be struck dead. No leprosy will ever break
out on our foreheads. We can enter His presence with
confidence no matter what. This privilege we have is
truly staggering.

Yet we should learn a lesson from the example of
these Old Testament characters. If we have been given
such a stunning privilege as confident access to God,
what sort of people ought we to be when we make use
of that privilege and come before Him in prayer? What
attitude should we have? What kind of lives should
we be living? Let us not take unrighteous advantage
of our status, but in all things walk worthy of our
high position in Christ.
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The Anti-Christ in God’s Temple

By Andrew Brown

The term Great Tribulation is commonly mentioned
but very loosely defined. Who has not heard claims that
some world leader is the rising "anti-Christ," a medical
or financial practice dubbed as the "mark of the beast,"
fingers pointed at astronomical events as the "signs and
wonders" of Acts 2, nations aligning as the "one world
government," or a variety of troubling news being
labeled as the fulfillment of specific Bible prophecies
“proving” the tribulation is near? When there are
numerous events occurring simultaneously, the mega-
phones that claim fulfilled predictions seem louder.
Matthew 24:6, "wars and rumors of wars," has been
repeatedly referenced. When these events are over,
most people do not think back and consider that the
Mayan calendar did not show any reason why Jesus was
to return in 2008, or the previous U.S. presidents were
not the Anti-Christ, and Russia is not Magog. This
frequent misapplication of Scripture is a poor represen-
tation of how to understand what God communicated.
These megaphones may put people on high-alert for
"end-times," which could initially have the effect of
making some consider their relationship to God; howev-
er, overall, they demonstrate a lack of value for God's
words. Prophecy is not meant to be an association of
Scripture with current events. Ignoring the specifics of
the Bible and generalizing them by proclaiming today’s
news as prophecy shows a lack of true care for what
God actually meant. All these claims have a common
thread of cheapening any deep and penetrating study
of the Word of God. If we acknowledge Scripture's
details, we can be certain the Tribulation is distant.

The main character or figure of the Great Tribula-
tion is the Anti-Christ. The Bible reveals a few details
about this character that must create the framework for
understanding. Matthew 24:15 states, “Therefore when
you see the abomination of desolation which was
spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the
holy place” (NASB 1995 throughout). The Anti-Christ
will take up residence in the holy place. In order for this
to happen there must be a temple of God. Matthew
references Daniel, where there are multiple passages
about the Anti-Christ. This man takes on many names.
“The people of the prince [the Anti-Christ] who is to
come will destroy the city and the sanctuary”
(Dan. 9:26). Once again, the Anti-Christ is said to
destroy the sanctuary of God’s temple. “And he will
make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but
in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice
and grain offering” (Dan. 9:27). The temple was always
the place for sacrifices and offerings. The Anti-Christ will
eventually put an end to these. “Forces from him will
arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away

with the regular sacrifice. And they will set up the
abomination of desolation” (Dan. 11:31). “From the
time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the
abomination of desolation is set up, there will be
1,290 days” (Dan. 12:11). God has to set the stage
beforehand for the Anti-Christ. Before he enters the
scene, there will already be a temple sanctuary with an
actively working sacrifice. The plethora of the passages
speaking on the Anti-Christ contain God’s temple or its
sacrifices in some form or another. Due to this fact, the
Tribulation is not imminent.

Various circles of Christianity may understand the
presence of a temple but then miss the important detail
that one cannot merely build this temple. “Unless
the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build
it” (Ps. 127:1). The Lord must order the construction for
it to be God’s temple. One cannot build GOD’S temple
relying on one’s own ambition or desire. God must be
the manifest driver and not simply a backseat passen-
ger. Consider when Moses built the tabernacle; he built
it according to God’s specific pattern. God instructed
him to build it: “According to all that | am going to show
you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of
all its furniture, just so you shall construct it” (Ex. 25:9).
God showed him! One could not deviate from God’s
pattern. | believe this future temple to be the one
described in the last chapters of Ezekiel. (See my S&B
article: Proving the PreMillennial Kingdom: Ezekiel’s
Temple, Seed and Bread #364). God’s guidance is need-
ed for building this temple to acquire the details that
are not given or even to understand the ones revealed.
The temple of Ezekiel is unique in that nothing is over-
laid with gold! Gold is stamped in the details and a
common feature of each temple and the tabernacle.
“You shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them
with gold” (Exodus 25:13) is a common direction. Gold
is also a common element in Solomon’s temple. Why is
there a lack of gold in the future temple? Gold is
symbolic for the Heavenly character. The temple in
Ezekiel does not need the Heavenly character because
in the Kingdom, Heaven has come to earth - so gold is
unnecessary! One could not foresee this difference if it
was not there in God’s Word. Furthermore, how does
one know a cubit is 18 inches as assumed? How does
one know what cherubim look like? “As the Lord
commanded Moses” is repeated dozens of times in the
second half of Exodus, signifying all was built according
to God’s command, matching His pattern. The temple
must be built at God's direct command, in His exact
time, by the specific people He will designate, and to
the precise details of His architecture.



