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The Verbally Inspired Word
By Otis Q. Sellers

In the year 1920 | read a pamphlet enti-
tled "THE BIBLE - THE WORD OF GOD", written
by Dr. I. M. Haldeman. Today, | am sure that
the Holy Spirit used this message to generate
within me a deep and abiding conviction that
the Bible is God's inspired word. A few months
before this something else had happened
which the Spirit of God had used to generate
simple faith within me in regard to the person
and work of Jesus Christ. This was the simple
witness of my father, and the forceful presen-
tation of Christ by a pastor who made much of
Him and the importance of believing in Him.
From these two acts of divine generation |
became a believer in the personal word of
God, the Lord Jesus Christ, and a believer in
the written word of God, the Bible.

In the forty-seven years that have elapsed
since then, | have been an assiduous reader,
student, translator, interpreter, and teacher of
the sacred Scriptures, and now more than ever
before | agree with Dr. Haldeman in his great
proposition that the Bible is "not such a book
as a man WOULD write if he COULD; nor such
a book as a man COULD write if he WOULD."

Furthermore, today | am convinced that
belief in the Bible as being the verbally
inspired Word of God is a faith that is generat-
ed by the Holy Spirit. Here | would paraphrase
the words of Jesus Christ and say, "Except a
man be generated from above he cannot
believe that the Bible is God's inspired Word."
No amount of arguing or debating will ever
produce this faith. In fact, these arguments
and debates only set people more deeply in
their unbelief. | want no part of them. How-
ever, if one has even meager faith that the
Bible is God's Word, | will do all | can to build
this up and establish it more securely. But |

cannot build until the foundation has been laid
by the Spirit of God.

Divine generation is a truth that is un-
known to many professing Christians. This is
the outcome of people insisting that gennad
anathen in John 3:3 means "born again," when
these words literally mean "generated from
above."

In order to appreciate the meaning of
"divine generation" we must never think of it
as being an end in itself. It is never this. It is al-
ways with something else in view. If anyone
says, "l have been generated from above"; the
proper question to ask would be, "In respect
to what? What for? What to?" Divine genera-
tion in itself is of no avail unless it results in
something else. The generation of electricity
opens up great possibilities for the use of this
power. But if it is not used, the generation
becomes a useless thing, a wasted effort.

Apart from divine generation there would
be no faith in Jesus Christ. It is God who is
keeping alive the faith in His Son, in spite of
vast efforts to wipe it out. Apart from divine
generation there would be no faith in the
Bible, but there is much faith today, all of
human efforts to the contrary. Apart from
divine generation, no one would be able to
comprehend the kingdom of God.

If people refuse to believe, if they reject
faith in the Bible, if they refuse to "see the
kingdom of God," the generating work that
made these three things possible becomes of
no avail. However, it is not a wasted effort. It
becomes a part of the record of God's gracious
acts. Let us continue in the things that God has
done for us. Let us not give them up at the
request of those who do not know Him.
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Paul advises the Romans in Romans 12:3:
“For I say, through the grace given to me,
to everyone who is among you, not to think
of himself more highly than he ought to
think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt
to each one a measure of faith.” It is
interesting to note that Paul is giving this
advice leading into a passage regarding
spiritual gifts. It seems he realizes that those
who have powerful gifts from God may start
thinking of themselves as being something
spectacular because of these gifts, rather than
thinking more highly of the God Who gave
them. This is the natural reaction of human
pride. Yet this reality that existed at the time
when gifts were truly being given has not gone
away. Even those who only imagine they have
gifts, rather than actually having them, can act
the same way today. And when those who
think they have gifts are proud of them, they
certainly do not appreciate those of us who
teach that the spiritual gifts of the Acts period
ended at Acts 28:28.

I teach a Bible class at a local prison. I will
meet men there who have had their lives
turned around by Jesus Christ, and who show
it. Yet also I have had some bad experiences
with some of them as well. A few months ago, a
man who was not a regular came to my class,
and acted from the start like he had heard bad
things about me and was coming to be con-
frontational. When I attempted to shake hands
with him as he arrived for the class, as I al-
ways do, he jerked his hand away. Then, as I
was teaching, I mentioned the fact that God
does not give us prophets today. He became
highly upset, and questioned how I could say
such a thing. I explained my position, and he
clearly did not agree. I tried to move on with
my class, but he interrupted me several times,
angry at the very idea I would say there are no
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prophets today. It is possible that he merely
followed a ministry that claims to have proph-
ets, but it seemed to be very possible that he
thought himself to be a prophet as well. He
was certainly highly offended that anyone
would say God is not giving prophets today. He
clearly worked against me, and my class has
been half as big for months until just recently.

As we stand for the truth of God’s current
silence, we will naturally meet opposition from
those who believe the opposite, and who want
to believe that God speaks to them directly,
rather than exclusively through the Word of
God. It is good in such cases to remember the
policy Paul and the apostles followed, as he
outlines it in I Corinthians 4:12-13, “Being
reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure;
being defamed, we entreat.” Also II Timothy
2:24-25, “And a servant of the Lord must not
quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach,
patient, in humility correcting those who are in
opposition.”

In our Knowing God in the Word radio
program, our study is up to Acts 13 and the
ministry of Paul. In the weeks ahead, we will
consider his three apostolic journeys, and con-
tinue to show the unique character of the Acts
period, a reality that most Bible students and
expositors miss. On our YouTube channel, The
Word of Truth Ministry, we continue to post
videos on the dispensational place of the New
Testament books, explaining on which side of
the Acts 28:28 dividing line each book falls. I
am adding messages to those presented live at
the conference, filling out the remaining books
of the New Testament beyond just those of
Paul.

And, of course, in this publication, we con-
tinue our series of important Seed and Bread
leaflets helping the diligent Bible student
ransack the Scriptures for God’s truth.

Nathan C. Johnson
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His Name Means Salvation
By Mike Walco

In the Bible, a man’s name often reflects his char-
acter. The name Jesus, Yeshua in Hebrew, carries the
distinct meaning of salvation.

This name was first given to Him by the angel of
the Lord in Matthew 1:21: “You shall call His name
Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”
(NKJV throughout). This event fulfilled the messianic
prophecy of Isaiah 49:1-2, which calls and names Him
while still in the womb. He’s given the name Jesus at
His birth (Matthew 1:21).

Being “saved” meant different things to different
people at different times. For example, when the jail-
er at Philippi cried out, “Sirs, what must | do to be
saved?” (Acts 16:30), he was probably not thinking of
salvation from sin, but of rescue from the immediate
crisis he faced. Similarly, when Peter was sinking in
the sea and cried out for help, Jesus saved him from
drowning (Matthew 14:31). As a child, Jesus Himself
was saved from Herod’s attempt to kill Him, when
Joseph was warned to flee to Egypt (Matthew 2:13).

These kinds of deliverance differ from the salva-
tion that we need—the salvation from the penalty of
sin, which is received by grace through faith
(Ephesians 2:8).

He was also called Immanuel, which means “God
with us.” As Isaiah 7:14 declares: “Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name
Immanuel.” The | AM of Exodus 3:14 and Matthew
28:20 is the Immanuel of Isaiah 7:14.

Other names and titles reveal different aspects of
His character:

e The Branch (Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5), signifying
His descent from David’s line. As a branch extends
from a tree, so the Lord Jesus is an extension of
God Himself.

e A Nazarene (Matthew 2:23), because He was
raised in Nazareth—a name that itself means
“branch.”

e The Lord our Righteousness (Jeremiah 23:6).

e The Alpha and the Omega (Revelation 1:11), the
beginning and the end.

e The Word—the very expression of God (John 1:1).

e Christ or Messiah, meaning the Anointed One
(Psalm 2:2; Matthew 1:16, Luke 4:18).

e The Just Man (Ezekiel 18:5-7), who feeds the
hungry, clothes the naked, and cares for the
needy (Mark 5:15; Luke 8:35; John 6:11).

To experience His salvation, all that is required is
to believe in His finished work and commit your life
to Him (John 3:16; Romans 5:8). If we do this, we are
saved by His grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) and sealed by
His Spirit.

While the Lord Jesus is the central person of the
Bible, His message of the kingdom of God is the cen-
tral theme of Scripture. The very first message of His
ministry was, “The kingdom of God is at hand”

(Mark 1:15).

Many of His parables focused on the kingdom:

The mustard seed (Matthew 13:31)

The leaven (Matthew 13:33)

The hidden treasure (Matthew 13:44)
The pearl of great price (Matthew 13:45)
The seed growing secretly (Mark 4:26-29)

When He sent out His disciples, He charged them
to proclaim the kingdom throughout Israel (Matthew
10:5-7; Luke 9:2). This act alone shows the impor-
tance that he placed on this future state of divine
government.

The apostle Paul also proclaimed the kingdom of
God from the beginning to the end of his ministry
(1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Acts 28:23). This proclamation
continued for about forty years, from around AD 30
to AD 70. It included Jesus’ 3% years of earthly minis-
try, the entire period covered by the book of Acts and
the beginning of the dispensation of grace, which
commenced when Paul declared in Rome: “The salva-
tion of God has been sent to the Gentiles, and they
will hear it” (Acts 28:28). Even in his last epistle, Paul
still spoke of the kingdom (2 Timothy 4:1).

When the kingdom of God comes in fullness:

e The world’s inhabitants will learn righteousness
(Isaiah 26:9).

e The enemies of the Lord and workers of iniquity
will perish (Psalm 92:9).

e The meek shall inherit the earth (Psalm 37:11).

e God will govern all nations (Psalm 67:4; Psalm
96:10).

e And, as Psalm 86:9 declares: “All nations whom
You have made shall come and worship before
You, O Lord, and shall glorify Your name.”

May God hasten that day.
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Can God Be Mocked?
By Nathan C. Johnson

Paul warns the Galatians in Galatians 6:7, “Be not
deceived; God is not to be sneered at: for whatsoever a
man sows, he shall be reaping also. (The Resultant Version
throughout, unless noted.) Paul’s words were a solemn
warning to the believers in Galatia that they could not sow
wickedness and get away with it. Yet we could point out
that Paul gave this warning during the Acts period. The
Jewish believers he was writing to then were not living in
the dispensation of grace. Today, God is dealing with us
exclusively in grace. He is neither rewarding righteousness
nor punishing wickedness. Instead, He is pouring out a
love and favor that we do not deserve. In contrast, during
the Acts period, God struck Ananias and Sapphira dead for
lying to the Holy Spirit. He would never enact such a pun-
ishment today. Instead, “God also in Christ deals graciously
with you,” Ephesians 4:32. In every situation, He is show-
ing grace. Sin and wickedness are not receiving their just
recompense of reward. So, is Galatians 6:7 out-of-date? Is
it possible to mock God and get away with it today, since
God is only dealing graciously and not punishing sin?
Unlike in the Acts period, can God now be mocked?

It is clear there are those who think this is so. Though
they acknowledge salvation through faith in Christ, they
refuse to follow up their faith with the worthy walk of
Ephesians 4-6. Their very knowledge of the dispensation of
grace is their excuse. If chided for their sin, they will reply
that this is the dispensation of grace, so God will just for-
give them. While they may not come right out and say it,
they are basically declaring that they believe the dispensa-
tion of grace does mean God can be mocked today, they
are mocking Him, and they have confidence that they are
going to get away with it.

In the July 2025 Bulletin of The Word of Truth
Ministry, | published an article called “Access with
Confidence,” in which | stated that as a believer in Christ
today, | have bold and confident access to God with no
screening whatsoever before approaching Him. | may be
doing the wrong thing, | may be presumptuous or proud,
and yet | can still boldly enter His presence without fear.
Does that not imply that | can get away with anything |
wish today, as long as | am in Christ? Does it not sound like
| am saying that God can indeed be mocked in the dispen-
sation of grace?

To borrow Otis Q. Sellers’ translation of one of Paul’s
phrases, “Let not my reasoning come to that!” God today
is not like a foolish, fatuous father who can see no wrong
in his children and who will let them get away with
anything. As the inspired Word says in Ephesians 1:7-8, “In
Whom we have the redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins in accord with the outflowing wealth
of His grace; which He lavishes toward us in all wisdom
and prudence.” God might be lavish with His grace, but He
is not foolish. He knew what He was doing when He

enacted this dispensation of grace. He was not opening
Himself up to be mocked.

But how can this be, if we have free forgiveness and
access to God no matter what? First of all, we should
understand that while God is not acting in anything but
grace today, He is not going to act that way forever. In
Il Timothy 4:14, Paul’s last letter, he says to Timothy,
“Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm. May the
Lord repay him according to his works.” (New King James
Version) How could Paul pray such a thing in the dispensa-
tion of grace, when God is dealing graciously with
everyone and repaying no one according to his works? It is
clear that Paul did not have the immediate future in mind.
Paul was thinking of the time when God will “make a
determination concerning the living and the dead at His
blazing forth, even His kingdom,” Il Timothy 4:1. Then, God
will no longer be acting exclusively in grace, but will be
making determinations based on works. It is not necessary
for all punishments or all rewards to take place in this life.
If this is true of a probable unbeliever, Alexander, it can
certainly be true of us as believers. We might be able to
get away with mocking God now, but only temporarily.

Consider the very nature of our future, glorious posi-
tion. Ephesians 2:7 says of our being seated together with
Christ, “In order that among the eons to come, He might
be displaying the transcendent wealth of His grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” In other words, we
will be the living object lessons of God’s grace throughout
all future time. Sellers teaches that in the future we will be
part of the theophany, revealing God, rather than part of
the theocracy, enacting God’s government. We will teach
about the nature and character of God in ages when His
grace is not so much in evidence, as we bear witness for all
time to come of the riches of God’s grace in the kindness
He displayed to us. Yet consider that if we are to be teach-
ers of God’s gracious character, and if we ourselves are to
be living object lessons of what we are talking about, does
that not suggest that the lives we live today are actually
writing our future curriculum?

Imagine one of those presumptuous believers who
thinks God will just forgive him so he can sin with impuni-
ty. Now envision him standing before a classroom untold
eons from now, teaching beings far more righteous and of
far more refined sensibilities than anyone today. And in his
teaching, he will have to explain, as he has had to explain
countless thousands of times before, how after he
believed in Christ and was forgiven his sins, he went on to
live as wicked a life as he pleased because he figured God
would forgive him, and in spite of such shocking behavior,
God had dealt graciously with him anyway. Will this not be
him making his own tongue to fall on himself? Will not he
pay in full in ever-repeated humiliation for the wicked
things he dared to sow? If this is the case, will he not have
learned, too late, that even in the dispensation of grace,
God cannot be mocked?



