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Theocracy With The Lamb

By Robert Juneau

Laws are for the purpose of directing, constraining,
and protecting a society. People in free societies make
laws to best support these objectives for the citizenry.
Sadly, laws in subjugated societies are sometimes creat-
ed to best support the leadership. This is true whether
a monarchy, an oligarchy, or a theocracy.

Biblical Israel’s society was a theocracy, of which
God was the head. God wanted the best for His people,
so He made a covenant with Israel containing ten terms
for Israel to follow. What would Israel get in return for
following these ten terms? Nothing less than the privi-
lege of being the people who would bring the
revelation of God to the rest of the world. They were to
be God’s special nation to declare the knowledge of
who God is and what His plans are for His creation.
They were to be a priestly nation mediating between
God and all other nations. “‘Now therefore, if you will
indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you
shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all
the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of
priests and a holy (set apart) nation.” These are the
words which you shall speak to the children of
Israel” (Ex. 19:5-6). (NKJV used throughout).

Israel’s failure to keep this covenant could not
thwart God’s will. God forced the terms of this
covenant upon Israel as law, with over six hundred
more laws eventually added. The law clearly showed
God’s righteous judgments. While the stubborn and
rebellious in Israel may have struggled to keep it, we
see God’s determination to use this nation for His
purposes.

All too often throughout history, law has been
executed with the unbending cold gavel of justice, the
letter of the law. But, God’s Law was much different;
God’s love for His creation is seen in the fact that
forgiveness was embedded within it. Not all, but most
every sin that is delineated in the law has a provision
for forgiveness. “And it shall be, when he is guilty in any
of these matters, that he shall confess that he has
sinned in that thing; and he shall bring his trespass
offering to the LORD for his sin which he has committed,
a female from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats as
a sin offering. So the priest shall make atonement for
him concerning his sin” (Lev. 5:5-6).

What makes God’s theocracy different from others
that are based on man-made religions? The lamb! With-
out the sacrifice of the innocent lamb, Israel would
have been left with only their works on which to stand
before God.

The importance of the lamb didn’t begin with the
law in Israel. It is seen from the very beginning of God’s
relationship with His creation. What did God provide
when Adam and Eve realized they were naked? The

Lamb! (Gen. 3:21) What was missing with Cain’s offer-
ing? The lamb! (Gen. 4:3-4) What did God provide for
Abraham to offer instead of Isaac? The Lamb!
(Gen. 22:6-14) Where did the blood for Israel to put on
their doorposts in Egypt come from? The lamb!
(Ex. 12:1-13) While there were many other offerings
included in the law in Israel, the lamb was central in
understanding forgiveness for sins.

The lamb is the bridge between the Old Covenant
and the New Covenant. Concerning Jesus, John the
Baptizer declared in John 1:29, “Behold! The Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world!” Christ’s
sacrifice on the cross was lIsrael’s solution to their
broken covenant with God. If the sacrificial lamb sancti-
fied, how much more so does Christ as Israel’s eternal
Lamb of God? (Heb. 9:11-15) The law was Israel’s tutor
to bring them to Christ. (Gal. 3:23-25) The Acts period is
the record of God bringing Christ to the Israelites on
earth at that time. This work was fully accomplished
through God’s agents, the apostles. And He said to
them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature.” And they went out and preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming
the word through the accompanying signs. Amen
(Mark 16:15, 20).

The Lamb of God is the bridge between Israel’s
theocracy and our present dispensation of grace. The
scope of the Lamb’s sacrifice at the cross has now
broadened to include the whole world. But strangely,
this offer to the world is without Israel as mediator.
Wasn’t God determined to use Israel to declare and
reveal Himself to the world? Yes, and He will when God
resumes His kingdom purposes. Israel will then be the
mediatorial nation between God and all other nations.
Arise, shine; “For your light has come! And the glory of
the LORD is risen upon you. ...And His glory will be seen
upon you. The Gentiles shall come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your rising (Isa. 60:1-3). Yes,
many peoples and strong nations Shall come to seek the
LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the
LORD.’ ...In those days ten men from every language of
the nations shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man,
saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you” (Zech. 8:22-23).

All theocracies of human origin are rooted in man-
made religion and works. They have no power but that
of the flesh. While works were part of Israel’s the-
ocracy, forgiveness was central to it through the lamb.
While we were never under the law, we too find our
forgiveness in the Lamb. Every human throughout all
times finds their forgiveness through the blood of the
Lamb of God. May God be praised for His marvelous,
unfolding plan of salvation for us all!
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Romans 10:1 reads, “Brethren, my
heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel
is that they may be saved.” Paul was an
Israelite himself, and he wanted to see his
nation continue and be delivered from the
dangers that threatened it. Sadly, we know
that some twelve years after this, Rome de-
stroyed Jerusalem and the temple, and the
land slowly declined over the next hundred
years until few Jews were left in their land.
But does that mean Paul’s prayer was never
answered? Or will Israel still be saved
someday?

The nation and people of Israel are ex-
tremely important throughout the Bible. From
the introduction of Abraham in Genesis 11,
who was truly the first Israelite patriarch and
the man Israel’s grandfather, Israel has been
a key factor in the plans of God. Some wish to
argue that Israel’s importance came to an
end at the cross. Now, they say, the Christian
or church of today is “spiritual Israel,” and
God will never return to “physical Israel” to
pour out His blessings on them. This teaching
is often called Replacement Theology. But
what does the Bible have to say?

The place and importance of Israel in the
plans of God does not just involve the past.
Israel and all that makes up Israel will yet be
saved, even as Paul prayed. Israel will have
its key role to play in the future when God’s
government rules over this earth. But what
place does Israel have now, if any, in the dis-
pensation of grace? We will be studying these
issues at our yearly conference this August.
We will study Israel, from its introduction in
the Old Testament, throughout its existence
as a nation, through the captivity and return,
and into New Testament times. Then, we will
consider Israel’s part in the gospel period, the
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Acts period, today in the dispensation of
grace, and then in the coming kingdom of
God and all that follows it in the future. Join
us this year in Milwaukee, Wisconsin as we
consider our theme, Israel Throughout the
Bible.

In our Knowing God in the Word radio
program, we are studying the book of Acts.
Israel was a major factor in Acts. Paul taught
that the gospel as he proclaimed it in Acts
was “the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jews first and
also for the Greek,” Romans 1:16. The Jew
had the preeminence in the Acts period, and
we have been demonstrating that throughout
our study of the book. The nation and people
of Israel are crucial to understanding what
God was doing during that period of which
the book of Acts gives the history.

By August, the radio program will have
reached to Acts 18 and Paul in Corinth. There
is much critical material yet to come, as we
carry our study through to the critical,
dispensational dividing line of Acts 28:28.
Please pray that God might use these radio
messages to open the eyes of some of His
people to the critical role Israel played in the
mission God gave His apostles in Acts, and
how that mission differs from the grace He is
showing today in the dispensation of grace.
We pray that many might be enlightened, not
just for knowledge’s sake, but in a way that
will strengthen them in their walks with the
Lord and in His truth.

Listen to the radio program if you live in
one of our markets, or look us up on our
podcast channel Knowing God in the Word on
Apple Music and Spotify. And please join us
in Milwaukee in August for our yearly confer-
ence. We would love to see you there and
share with you in the Word rightly divided.

Nathan C. Johnson
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AThousand Years as a Day
By Nathan C. Johnson

The apostle Peter made the statement in Il Peter
3:8 (NKJV throughout), “But, beloved, do not forget this
one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day.” This verse was
used in the last century to try to prove that Christ
would come back around the year 2000. Following
Bishop Ussher’s chronology, which places creation in
the year 4004 BC, it was said that the earth would last
for seven thousand years, which to God would be seven
days. The seventh and last day would be the thousand
years of Christ’s personal presence. That would mean
He would have to return in the year 1996 if Ussher was
correct, and the seven years of the tribulation would
have to start in 1989. Many taught this in the decades
leading up to the 1980s, but as 1989 came and went
and then 1996 came and went, the proponents of this
view began to grow silent.

This verse has also been used to try to prove that
the dispensation of grace, when Israel is not being
treated as God’s people, will last for two thousand
years. Hosea 6:1-2 reads, “Come, and let us return to
the Lord; for He has torn, but He will heal us; He has
stricken, but He will bind us up. After two days He will
revive us; on the third day He will raise us up, that we
may live in His sight.” The teaching is that Israel’s time
of punishment began at the start of this dispensation
after they rejected Jesus Christ, and it will last for two
thousand years, which equate to the two days mention-
ed. That would mean that Israel would be restored as
God’s chosen people very soon, perhaps in the year
2029, two thousand years after Christ died on the cross.

This latter idea is also used in an attempt to
explain the New Testament statements that the
kingdom of God was near. When John the Baptizer in
Matthew 3:2, the Lord Jesus in Matthew 4:17, and the
twelve disciples in Matthew 10:7 all proclaimed that
“the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” they were referring
to God’s assessment of time, according to this view.
Since to God a thousand years are like a day, only two
days have passed since they said this, and two days is a
short period of time. That is supposed to explain why
they said the kingdom was at hand, but two thousand
years later, it still has not come.

The problem with this view is that it focuses on
one verse and fails to take in all the Biblical evidence on
the subject. Psalm 90:4 declares, “For a thousand years
in Your sight are like yesterday when it is past, and like
a watch in the night.” If we took this verse as being
God’s assessment of time instead of Il Peter 3:8, then a
thousand years is just a three-hour watch in the night.
In that case, only six hours have passed (2000 years)
since John, the Lord, and the disciples declared the
kingdom to be at hand. If it is to be two days until Israel
is restored and only six hours have passed, then 42

hours still need to pass, or 14 three-hour increments.
That means 14,000 more years will still need to go by
until Israel’s restoration! And what if we took the
formula for God’s assessment of time as being a
thousand years are like yesterday when it is past? By
that assessment, an infinity of time could pass before
the kingdom would come, and yet it would have been
“at hand” the whole time!

Why do those who teach these ideas only take the
formula from Il Peter 3:8 in one direction? Before
saying that to the Lord a thousand years are as one day,
Peter says that to the Lord one day is as a thousand
years. If we used that as the formula, then one year of
365 days for us would be 365,000 years for the Lord,
and two thousand years would be 730 million years!
That is a very long time by anyone’s estimation, and no
one would describe something that far away in time as
being “at hand.”

| do not believe that John and the Lord were using
some kind of silly trick that referred to God’s assess-
ment of time instead of ours when they said “the king-
dom of heaven is at hand.” Instead, | believe that the
kingdom of God comes in stages, as the Lord Jesus
revealed in his parable of the growing grain in
Mark 4:26-29. The Acts period was the early, blade
stage of the kingdom of God, and it came within three
years or so of when John first proclaimed that it was at
hand. No trick using a Divine estimate of time took place.

As for Hosea 6, the reference is to the time when
Israel will be brought into the wilderness of the peoples
and God will plead with them face to face, Ezekiel
20:35. They will at last realize the depth of their many
sins, and for two twenty-four hour days they will be
cast down. On the third day, however, He will declare
His forgiveness to them and raise them up. Again, there
is no trick regarding time that makes a day a thousand
years just because that is God’s time experience.

What point was the Lord actually making in
Il Peter 3:8 and Psalm 90:4? | do not believe He was
trying to give us some clever formula we could use for
interpreting prophecy. Instead, the point seems to be
how an infinite God experiences time once He steps
into it and joins us in it. While He does experience time,
it seems far different to Him than it does to us. He does
so much in a single day that it might seem to Him like a
thousand years. On the other hand, with His infinity, a
thousand years might seem like a single day, or three
hours, or nothing at all. The fact is that God is much
greater than we are, and time has a very different
meaning to Him than it does to us. Rather than trying to
make these words reveal some kind of formula, let us
learn and absorb the lesson regarding the greatness of
God.
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Accurately Handle and Be Unashamed
By Andrew Brown

"For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son
of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory,
and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels" (Luke
9:26, NASB 1995 throughout). Desire to avoid shame can be
a motivating force, and rightly so when we do not want to
be ashamed before the Lord. Once we believe in the Lord
Jesus, we need to learn how to honorably follow Him. Of the
many Scriptures that pertain to this, Paul writes to Timothy,
"Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a work-
man who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling
the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). Both of these verses pro-
vide believers with insight on how to avoid being ashamed
before Almighty God, whose decision regarding one’s stand-
ing is supreme. In order to attain God’s approval regarding
right living after being found in Christ, Timothy is instructed
to put painstaking effort into pleasing God through the
study and right handling of God's Word. He is to accurately
handle (Gk. orthotomeo) God’s word; also translated as
"rightly divide," which literally means "cut straight." Paul
uses the language of a skilled laborer of the time and likely
borrowed this term from his work as a tentmaker. If
Timothy were not to “cut straight” in his handling of the
Holy Scriptures, he would incur danger of being ashamed
when appearing before God.

How does one go about accurately handling the word
of truth? In the previous verse Paul gave this instruction,
"Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in
the presence of God not to wrangle about words, which is
useless and leads to the ruin of the hearers" (2 Tim. 2:14).
Paul warns against fighting about words to no profit, which
ruins the listeners by taking them on paths that lead away
from God's meaning. This misleading is done by twisting the
meaning of words and using those incorrect definitions as
the basis for teaching, rather than trying to understand
God’s intended use. Too often believers utilize vague termi-
nology and this equates to ignoring God's Word.
Dictionaries are compiled by studying how words are used;
in contrast, Biblical words should be defined by how God
uses them. Knowing and defining God’s words will lead to a
fruitful and victorious life.

Paul continues to explain accurate handling of the
Bible through this instruction: "But avoid worldly and empty
chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness" (2 Tim. 2:16).
Worldly (Gr. Bebelos) contains the idea of speaking profane
and common things, along with empty chatter (Gk.
kenophonia), meaning empty sounds. God's approved work-
man needs to avoid common, "worldly" talk about terms.
When words used in Scripture are explained by man's use
and very loosely defined, believers are denied the substance
the Lord has behind them. One needs to set one's mind on
the things above (Col. 3:3) and make certain to "retain the
standard of sound words which you have heard from me"
(2 Tim. 1:13). An example is doing word studies to see how
the Bible uses "spirit" or "soul," "faith," and "spiritual."
Another is checking on what the Bible declares regarding
"heaven" and "hell," rather than throwing around the
widely accepted, cartoon characterization that prevails.
Merely performing these six word studies could deepen
one’s connection to Scripture's meaning while removing
baggage that has accumulated with common use. "Faith" is
widely used to represent blind hope and optimism. Is this

how Scripture defines it? Baptism and the Lord's Supper are
defined by each church’s interpretation, but what is
baptism? What was the Lord's Supper? Are numerous verses
omitted while others are magnified in support of a church’s
position? Should the Bible's terminology so easily be
stamped on various rituals? Other translations call this
"empty chatter," "irreverent babble." God's Word deserves
reverence. Do not toss around His words without His
meaning.

The Timothy passage continues: "and their talk will
spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and
Philetus, men who have gone astray from the truth saying
that the resurrection has already taken place, and they
upset the faith of some" (2 Tim. 2:17-18).

Paul references an example of men who took the
promise of future resurrection and spread the false idea
that it had already taken place. To accurately handle God's
Word, truth must be kept in its proper place. In that vein,
consider that the ages men in the Bible lived prior to the
flood were all basically 900ish years (Gen. 5). After the
flood, lifespans fell dramatically (Gen. 11). Keeping things in
context may seem obvious, but in regard to the Bible it is far
too common for misplaced or misapplied facts to become
commonly accepted. We need to seek to understand the
intended time and audience. An example is, "I will establish
My covenant with you,; and all flesh shall never again be cut
off by the water of the flood" (Gen. 9:11). This truth is clearly
only pertinent to the time after the flood of Noah. If we aim
to present ourselves approved before God, we should have
a goal of properly viewing resurrection, future events, or
who Israel is in the places Scripture names them. A passage
that requires greater study and comparison of Scripture to
Scripture to discern its proper place is Isaiah 65:20, 22, "For
the youth will die at the age of one hundred and the one
who does not reach the age of one hundred will be thought
accursed....For as the lifetime of a tree, so will be the days of
My people." This passage has yet to be fulfilled, and one
must compare Scripture with Scripture to come to the reali-
zation that it is best put into the Premillennial Kingdom.
Those who rightly divide God's Word aim to discern, "What
did God say? Who was He writing to? What time period
does this fit into? Etc."

The ultimate goal is to know God, therefore let us do
our best to understand what He said. It might seem a more
difficult path to develop a working understanding of word
meanings in Scripture and how topics and events fit togeth-
er, but it is an incredibly rewarding pursuit because it takes
us closer to the Lord. Even among Christians there is pres-
sure to blindly accept mainstream ideas, but how much
more valuable will it be to find ourselves before the Lord
unashamed. We must study the meaning of words and
consider exactly what God has spoken. We must be skilled
laborers within God’s Word in order to keep truth in its
proper place in time and consider the intended audience.
We must test the things that differ (Phil. 1:10) from the Acts
Period to today and regularly spend time contemplating and
comparing the words of truth. This accurate handling aids us
greatly to avoid misapplying verses and a self-centered view
of the Bible, and will result in us confidently presenting
ourselves and our efforts before Christ for His approval.



